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Sunday, January 6  Epiphany Drama, “The Three Magi,” at 8:00 a5 services
Sunday, January 20 Father Rivers’ American Mass; Annual repdittributed
9:30 AM Ushgaining
9:30 AM Faocgroup
Monday, January 21 7 PM Service of Healing and Reconciliation
with prayers for peace
Sunday, January 27 Youth-led worship
9:30 AM Congregational Meeting



Advent Adventures

By Pastor
Anita Warner

The Light of Christ Revealed Among the
Nations

On a blustery Friday in November, Marc and |
took the subway and walked to Ground Zero in
Lower Manhattan. As we approached we saw
high fences surrounding the former site of
towers one and two of the World Trade Center.
We saw a church building right across Church
Street from the WTC site and went inside St.
Paul’'s Chapel.

What we found was a place of hope and healing.

St. Paul’'s Chapel is the oldest public building in
continuous use in  Manhattan. George
Washington went into St. Paul’'s Chapel to pray
following his inauguration as president on April

30, 1789, and attended worship services there

during the two years that New York City was
the country’s capital.

After the attack on September 11, 2001, which
led to the collapse of the twin towers of the

World Trade Center, St. Paul's Chapel served as

a place of rest and refuge for recovery workers
at the WTC site. For eight months, hundreds of
volunteers worked 12 hour shifts around the
clock, serving meals, making beds, counseling
and praying with fire fighters, construction

workers, police and others. Massage therapists,

chiropractors, podiatrists and musicians also
tended to their needs.

Marc and | had begun to look at the exhibit
inside the chapel: “Unwavering Spirit: Hope &

Healing at Ground Zero,” when a woman went
to the pulpit microphone and said that at that

hour (12:30 PM) every day of the year, peopls

gather there for prayers for peace in the world.

She invited any who wished to sit in the chairg
in the center of the chapel. What followed was
simple and moving service of prayers for peac
and for all who work for peace throughout thg
world.

September 11 transformed this chapel. As the

falling towers wrought destruction and scattere
debris and damage for many blocks, not a sing
pane of glass was broken in St. Paul’'s Chapel.
large sycamore tree was uprooted by the blas
and protected the chapel. The chapel becamg
relief center, and then a public place for healin
and reconciliation. The congregation that ig
building out of the ashes of that grief is, in the
words of its pastor, “a congregation of hope
issuing in reconciliation and forgiveness.”

This month marks one year that our
congregation has hosted a monthly service ¢
healing and reconciliation. We will use the
prayers of the daily prayer service at St. Paul’

for this month’s service on Monday, January 21,
That is a day we also mark the birth of the Rey.

Dr. Martin Luther King, leader in

reconciliation in our country.

Jr., a

| am convinced of the power of people praying
for peace and social justice and an end t
poverty and hunger in the world and warmly
invite you to pray on your own and with others
for these things in our community, country and
world. In such a way the light of Christ will be
revealed among the nations.
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3 Advent Adventures

Marie W. Juncker,
Spiritual Director

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

Luke 4:18-19

Advent received an $18,500 Partnership Support
Grant from the Evangelical Outreach
Congregational Mission Unit of the ELCA, for the
period February 2008 through January 2009. This
grant extends funding for a portion of my position
to be engaged in mission development at Advent
and is affirming of the seeds that have been
planted over the past three years of their support.
Rather than focusing on development of a single
new mission of Living Water Anchorage as
originally conceived, in this grant, we requested
support for a broader approach to mission
development. This will allow us to expand the
seedlings of a more missional approach to church
in and through Advent to reach people with the
Good News of the Gospel in alternative, emergent
and prophetic ways that are genuine, palpable and
relevant for our times.

The continued support is refreshing and exciting.
It affirms the contemplative, creative and informal
relationship-based expression of church that we
first explored for Living Water Anchorage and
began to bring to life in other ministries at
Advent.  Building upon  Advent’s strong
foundation of changed lives, changing lives
through Christ's love, we hope to grow in
missional ways that are liberating, healing and
transforming of people’s

lives and a hurting world with particular attention
to the poor, sick, oppressed and others who find
themselves at times on the margins of society and
culture. We will be a more life-giving church, as
we radiate a more passionate and compassionate
spirituality. By embodying Christ more fully, we
will touch the heart of individuals and
communities in and through Advent, opening uf
the kingdom as we reach the churched and un-
churched alike with the love and grace of God.

There are many signs that Advent is evolving as fa
living church extending out into the world. From
Journey to the Healing Ministry to the Communityj
Table to mission trips to enhanced music, dram@a
and other arts to variety in worship, to spiritua
formation and support groups, to a vital youth an
family ministry, we are becoming leaven in the
world. Seeing the fruit of the Spirit, | celebrate
with all of us at Advent the new life God is
stirring here and am pleased to continue witf
God'’s help to be part of this unfolding grace as w
more fully embody Christ, becoming the Gospe
for a world in need.

-

-
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With Prayers for Peace

Monday, January 21, 2008
7:00 PM

This month the Healing and Reconciling Praye
Service will be held on Monday, January'2at

7:00 PM on the national day of observance gf
Martin Luther King Jr's birthday. In honor of
King, we will include prayers for peace,
reconciliation and social justice around thq
world that all people and all of creation might be
made whole through the grace of God. Join Us
at 7:00 pm for this simple service as we gathg
to pray for God's grace to be manifest in
liberating, healing and life-giving ways.

-
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4 Advent Adventures

A training session is scheduled for Januar) ftém

9 A.M. to 4 P.M. for all people who are interested
becoming Pastoral Partners. The Pastoral Partner's The Mid Week Bible Study meets every
Program is a means by which we can work together Tuesday in the Library, at 10 AM to 11:30 AM,
to create a caring Christian community at Advent.  to discuss "The Celebration of Discipline"/"The
The participants of this program will help t©©  path of Spiritual Growth.” For this bible study
establish an atmosphere of nurture and support we shall be using four resources for out
among our church family. As a pastoral partner you discussions. First our Bible, with the best sellef
will be asked to do just four things. book on the subject by Richard Foste

Keep a friendly “eye out” for the members "Celebration of Discipline”, the Participants
assigned to you Study Guide and the DVD discussion series oh
Pray regularly for them Spiritual Growth. Since the publication of the
Maintain regular contact with those who are book in 1978, Celebration of Discipline has
assigned to you. helped millions of seekers to discover a richer

Attend training and support meetings

spiritual life infused with joy, peace and a
(usually once a month)

deeper understanding of God.

If you are someone who cares about others, is a
good listener and who wants to grow and build
relationships this is a program for you! This is a
opportunity to participate in a crucial ministry of
Christ and our church. You will learn lots, share
much, cry a little, laugh a lot and grow in faithda

wisdom. We thank you for your kind and generous gifts

cards, and remembrances during the Christmas

For more information contact Pastor Warner or season. God’s blessings and peace to you in the
Marie Junker at 408-778-3551 or Ellie Q.. New Year!

Advent’s staff:

Pastor Anita Warner
Casey Carlson
Marie Juncker

Sherry Quick
Marc Northcott
Phil Robb
Happy New Year!! Food of the month will be Ruth Winter
baby food and diapers for those newborn babies. Ernestina Atanacio
Food items may be brought forward during the Azucena Atanacio

offering and placed in the basket on the chancel
(front of the church). .




5 Advent Adventures

Casey Carlson
Youth & Family Minister

Advent Angeare HERE!

As aktknow, one way to worship
Godhsough service. This December
andhdary, members of Advent’s youth
group will be raising money for upcoming events amdsion by offering their services to you. |If
you need help cleaning up your yard, stringing yGhristmas lights, putting up or taking down a
Christmas tree, housecleaning for a Holiday pastyanything else you can think of, please |[let
Casey Carlson know or check our availability calgschanging in the narthex. Please note that the
cost is up to you — we are taking donations ontyofar services.

a Houseboat!
s A June 239 — 28"
$50 deposit
N th_1 ~h
> / 710" Graders
<>

If you are either entering, or have just exitedhfomnation in the Summer of 2008, you are inviteg
to join the houseboat party! This will be a grepportunity for all of us to have fun while leargin
more about God at the same time too! Please gmakcalendars. If you would like to join us,
please give Casey Carlson your non-refundable degsoon as possible in order to insure your
place on the boat! There will be CIT (counselotraining) positions open for this trip as well if
any older students would like to join us!

Jil Vowrstlay

6" — 8" Graders
January 17"
6:30pm — 8:30pm
Bring aFRIEND — Bring $7 for pizza and a Christmas movie — Byogrself!




6 Advent Adventures

High Schoolers

Spring Break Mission & Urban Plunge
For 9" — 12" graders
March 24 — 29
$25 deposit

Join me in doing something meaningful for Springd« We will spend a week with YWAM
(Youth With A Mission) in San Francisco doing aiey of outreach, service, and faith building
activities. Please pray about this opportunity taad free to talk with Casey Carlson if you have
any questions. If you want to come, please sigwitip your deposit ASAP. This is not a
member’s only thing! Invite your friends!

Sunday Nights@ 6pm in the youth roomManna y Manna

Manna is:
1. The food miraculously supplied to the Israelitethia
wilderness Ex. 16:14-36.
2. Any sudden or unexpected help, advantage, or asddoess.
3. Divine or spiritual food.

Junior High

Confirmation is HAPPENIN'! If you are in ¥ — 9" grades, come join us dWednesdays @
7:00 pm Learn about the Bible, faith, and Jesus! See friends and meet new friends! Haye
FUN!!! If you are in 7' — 9" grades or have never been confirmed, feel fr¢ainausanytime!

Jr. High and Confirmation annogments:
*January 9th - 7:00 pm - 8:30 pnadler's Huddle

January 12th - 6:30 pm - 8:30Famine Informational Meeting &
Planning for Youth Led Woirs

January 16th - 7:00 pm - 8:30lmason on 9th Commandment

January 17th - 6:30 pm - 7:303nh Thursday

January 23rd — 7 pm - 8:30 pmsbeson 10th Commandment

January 27th — 8 am & 10:45 anutfid_ed Services

January 30th - 7:00 pm - 8:30%mall Group Fellowship Events




7 Advent Adventures

EPIPHANY CELEBRATION!
Saturday Jan. 5th
6:30pm—_8;30pm
Pizza and decorate
Sunday, Jan. 6th
12:30pm (after church)
Lead crafts, games, and the story 1"#$5%& $%

of Epiphany! A (
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FREE CONCERT
Theory’s Over
Monday,January 21
6pm
Meet @ Advent and
carpool to Morgan
Hill Bible Church
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By Casey Carlson

Life can seem so overwhelming. It's so easy to
get caught up in a whirlwind of things to do,
especially at the start of a new year!
Resolutions abound and soon our list that began
with one new thing to try this year... or the
same thing you've tried to do every year!...
becomes ten new things for the new year. We
are good at piling on the shoulds and have tos...
and then we’re good at piling on the guilt. |
never live up to my list of New Year's
Resolutions, even when they're filled with fun
things to do. For example, last year | decided to
do a Crafty New Years Resolution list all about
the fun things | would make and do. No matter
how fun it would have been to do all of those
things, | still didn’t fulfill that list.

So, since I've found my Resolution List does

nothing more than make me feel guilty, I've

decided to try something new this year. Rather
than find ways | would like to change, beautify,

perfect, or add to myself or the world around me
| am resolving to find things | already have that |
can appreciate in a new way. For instance,
rather than decide | want to work out five times
a week because | think I'm too out of shape, I
am going to find something beautiful about

myself. Rather than over commit myself to too
many projects at church or in the community, |
am going to look over my calendar and

recognize what | am already doing, take a
breath, enjoy, and learn from it.

Of course change is a wonderful thing. 1 really
believe in setting goals and working to achieve
them. Through change and achieving our goals
our lives can be enhanced in new ways.
However, there comes a point when change is
all we see or want and the goals become
something that inhibits our growth rather than
enhances it.

8 Advent Adventures

Living with my two year old nephew has been
such a blessing to me. One of the things | hay
learned from him is that every moment is
magical. Every moment can be new; no mattg

how old we are, because we allow ourselves o

look at it in a new way. Sometimes learning tg
love what we have is the hardest thing to dg

especially when what we have is the result of a

painful situation. But like my nephew, | want to
learn how to pick myself off the ground, shake i
off, and jump whole heartedly into the next
moment!

Pleasure and joy are gifts most clearly expressed
through the simplest moments of our lives — a

balloon unexpectedly floats through the sky

above us, the rhythm of someone throwing away
their trash matches the rhythm of a song thatls
on the radio, someone lets you step ahead pf
them in line at the grocery store, etc. These ar

all simple and unexpected pleasures that fill oy
lives. | think of them as winks from God that

yes, we can and should enjoy what we have

right now

God saw everything that he had made, angd

indeed, it was very goodsenesis 1:31a
Join me in this new year; let us look at the year
behind us, look at the years ahead of us, ar
look at all of God'’s creation exclaiming, “Thank
you God! Yes, this is very good!”

Advent Lutheran Church
16870 Murphy Ave.
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Mailed in Morgan Hill
No Subscription Fee
Monthly Publication
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Advent Adventures

by Gretchen L.

Our first quarter mission for 2008 will be to
once again support our Tanzanian friends in
Christ, the New Life Band and their Mission to
Youth and Students. Since their last visit to
Advent in October of 2006, their mission has
continued to grow in East Africa. They
continue to spread the gospel through their
music and their influence has reached all over
East Africa. This summer 560 youth from

Tanzania, Kenya, and England attended one of

their week long summer camps, where they
shared in music, bible study, and discussion
groups on topics including career development,
responsibility, and HIV/AIDS. A second facet

of their mission has been to promote education
in Tanzania through the development of a
secondary school. Advent members can be
proud to say that they have supported the
completion of two classrooms and two teacher’s
offices. Registration started in December for the
anticipated opening of the school this month.
They are estimating they can administer to 80

students, of which 60% will be girls. Their
plans are to continue to build two classrooms
each year to accommodate growing enroliment,
a vocational training school, and a soccer field.
They have also started a scholarship program o
support the local youth. The cost for eac
classroom is estimated to be $20,000; the socder
field $3500; a year's supply of “stationeries” for
each student $50; uniforms $100; annual tuitio
per student $400. Your impact on the youth and
students in Tanzania...priceless.

Advent has generously agreed to make the
MTYS their first quarter mission project. Our
hope is to raise $1000 to support the New Lif¢
Band and their ministty Any additional
donations would be designated to assist with the
school construction. If you would like to make
a donation, you may write a check to Advent
Lutheran Church with a memo of *1Quarter
Mission” or “New Life Band.” More info is
also available on their website www.
Newlifeband.net.

1”4

2007 Annual Reports for our congregation will
be available beginning on Sunday, January 2
Reading the annual report is good preparation {o
participating in the congregational meeting or
January 27. The annual reports contain goqd
summary reports of our mission and ministry ir
2007, information shared by our staff and lay
leaders, and financial information.

O
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Consider this important opportunity to serve!

Ushers provide a ministry of hospitality at
Advent. Our ushers serve by helping people feel
welcome and comfortable as we gather for
worship.

This ministry is open to all people; men and
women; senior citizen, parent and teenager.
Ushers are friendly people who welcome all
ages and nationalities. Their faith enables them
to see Christ's presence in individuals and in the
gathered community of believers. Ushers are
honest and dependable.
emergency situations with courage and
composure. They carry a dignity about
themselves even when performing menial tasks.
Those duties include:

. offering worship bulletins for people as
they enter for worship

. assisting people in finding seats,
restrooms, and the nursery

. counting the number of people present at
each worship service

- maintaining a comfortable temperature
in the sanctuary

- receiving the offering

- providing direction for people in coming
to receive communion

- cleaning up the church after worship,
collecting excess bulletins and papers
left behind in the pews and putting away
the offering and completed friendship
pad sheets.

Advent Adventures

They can handle

More people are needed for this ministry at both
the 8:00 and 10:45 services. An usher is
assigned to serve once per month. If you would
like to serve as an usher, attend this training on
Sunday, January 13, at 9:30 AM in the
sanctuary, and speak with Head Usher Ken C.
for the 8:00 service (779-1332) or Head Usher
Ed C. for the 10:45 service (779-5521).

(12+0

All  confirmed members of Advent are
encouraged to come and participate in thi
meeting. Business items will include approva
of the 2008 budget, election of the First Vicg
President to serve on the church council, an
election of three lay voting members to thq
synod and parish assemblies in 2008. The Syng
Assembly will be April 25-27 at the Oakland
Marriott. Any member of Advent is eligible to
be elected to serve as a voting member to tf
synod assembly.

7:00 PM at St. John the
Divine Episcopal Church

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of thg
season of Lent. Easter is early this year, thy

Lent begins early also: on February 6. We

continue our tradition of sharing this worship
service with the congregation of St. John th¢
Divine Episcopal Church. This year the worshig
service will be at St. John the Divine, 1774(
Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill (north of West Main
Avenue). Pastor Anita Warner will preach.
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A RETREAT FOR WOMEN
April 11-13 at Episcopal Conference Center,
Oakhurst, CA

All the women of Advent, as well as your friends,

sisters, mothers, adult daughters are invited to a

retreat for rest, spiritual refreshment and renewal
We will join together with women from Hope
Lutheran in Fresno, California for this retreat.
Pastor Anita Warner will be the retreat and Bible
study leader. “The canvas of life” looks at the
creative work of God in us and through us. One
person’s canvas is a kitchen, another’s is a blank
page for writing, another's is yarn to Kknit,
another’s is an instrument, another’s is a stage,
etc. Each canvas has a “big picture” as well as

close details, and there are layers and textures to

each of our lives. Expressing our gifts helps us
through difficult times and gives us an outlet for
praise.

The retreat will involve sessions together, an

optional craft session, music, exercise, games and

visiting in the evening, two worship services, and
fun!

The cost for a quad room (two beds in an upstairs
loft, two beds downstairs, a shared bathroom and

shower) is $150 per person. The cost for a double

room is $160 per person. The cost includes

breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday, breakfast
and lunch on Sunday, and all retreat sessions.

Incidental costs may include an offering received
during worship on Saturday and a small materials
fee for an optional craft opportunity.

This is for women of all ages and all kinds —
young, middle-aged, older, working, retired,

homemakers, Christians, seekers. Consider giving

yourself this gift of a retreat time in a beautiful
place, and feel free to invite a friend or frierds
come with you. To register, contact Sheila W..

Advent Adventures

Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a
Culture Stripped of Grace
by Miroslav Volf

We are at our human best when we give and
forgive. But we live in a world in which it
makes little sense to do either one. In this bool
Miroslav Volf offers a fresh examination of two
practices at the heart of the Christian faith -
giving and forgiving. He draws from popular
culture, personal stories, literary and theological
sources, with rich reflections around the sturdy
frame of Paul's vision of God's grace and
Martin Luther’s interpretation of that vision.

Lent is a season for spiritual renewal in persons
and in the church. You're invited to be a part of
a Lent small group that together reads this bogk
and shares dialogue and prayer centered oOn
giving and forgiving. Copies of the book will be
available at the church this month for 4
suggested donation of $11, and you can form
your own small group (please let us know who
is in your group) or sign up to be a part of a
small group by contacting Marie Juncker,
Spiritual Life Minister.

(

Our youth will be leading worship on Sunday,
January 27 at both services. All youth in Middlg
School & High School are asked to participate
Please be sure to join us that Sunday & to invit
your friends!

D
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December 30 — January 5
Sun Isaiah 63:7-9 Israel saved by God’s own presenge
Psalm 148 God’s splendor is over earth and
heaven
Hebrews 2:10-18  Christ frees humankind
Matthew 2:13-23  The slaughter of innocent children
New Year's Eve
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 For everything there is a season
Psalm 8 How exalted is your name
Revelation 21:1-6a A new heaven and a new earth

Matthew 25:31-46 The sheep and the goats
Hosea 11:1-11 God'’s care for Israel

Tues Jeremiah 31:15-22 God’s care for Ephraim
Wed atthew 13:54-58  Jesus rejected
Thu Exodus 1:15-2:10 God saves Moses from Pharaoh
Fri Hebrews 11:23-28 By faith Moses was saved
Sat Psalm 71:1-16 Prayer for deliverance
January 6 - 12
Sun Isaiah 60:1-6 Nations come to the light
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14All shall bow down
Ephesians 3:1-12 The gospel’s promise for all
Matthew 2:1-12 Christ revealed to the nations
Mon 1 Kings 10:1-13 The Queen of Sheba visits Solomon
Tues 1 Kings 10:14-25 The wealth and wisdom of King
Solomon
Wed Luke 13:31-35 Receiving or rejecting Christ
Thu Micah 5:2-9 The promise concerning Bethlehem
Fri Ephesians 3:14-21 The power and riches of God
Sat Psalm 72:1-19 Praise to God for the king

January 13 - 19

Sun Isaiah 42:1-9 The servant of the LORD brings
justice
Psalm 29 The voice of the LORD upon the
waters
Acts 10:34-43 Jesus’ ministry after his baptism
Matthew 3:13-17  Christ revealed as God’s servant
Mon Genesis 35:1-15 God calls and blesses Jacob
Tues Jeremiah 1:4-10 God calls Jeremiah
Wed Matthew 12:15-21 The words of Isaiah applied to

Advent Adventures

January 13 - 19 (cont.)

Thu Isaiah 51:7-16 God saves the people through
water

Fri Acts 8:4-13 Philip preaches and baptizes

Sat Psalm 89:5-37 God anoints David to be a son

January 20 - 27

Sun Isaiah 49:1-7 The servant brings light to the
nations
Psalm 40:1-11 Doing the will of God
1 Corinthians 1:1-9Paul’s greeting to the church at
Corinth
John 1:29-42 Christ revealed as the Lamb of Gog
Mon Ex 12:1-13, 21-28 The Passover lamb
Tues Isaiah 53:1-12 The one like a lamb
Wed Matthew 9:14-17 Christ, the bridegroom, the new
wine
Thu Isaiah 48:12-21  God saves the people through
water
Fri Acts 8:26-40 Philip teaches about the lamb
Sat Psalm 40:6-17 Not sacrifice, but divine mercy

January 28 — February 2

Sun Isaiah 9:1-4 Light shines for those in darkness
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 The LORD is light
1 Corinth 1:10-18 An appeal for unity in the gospel
Matthew 4:12-23 Christ revealed as a prophet
Mon Judges 6:11-24  God calls Gideon to lead the
people
Tues Judges 7:12-22  God leads Gideon to victory
Wed Luke 1:67-79 Christ, the light dawning
Thu Genesis 49:1-2,
8-13, 21-26  Judah, Zebulum, Napthali blessed
Fri Philippians 2:12-18Call to shine like stars

He put a new song in my mouth, 3
song of praise to our God. Many
will see and fear, and put their trust

in the Lord.

Psalm 40:3

Jesus

Source: Between Sundays: Daily Bible
Readings Based on the Revised Common
Lectionary, Gail Ramshaw, 19¢
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Advent Adventures




ADVENT WOMEN'S
BIBLE STUDY

“Blessed to Follow:
The Beatitudes as a Compass

for Discipleship”
From Lutheran Women Today

“Session 5: Follow Your Heart — and Find
the Heart of God”

Wednesday, January 9, 2008

Fellowship: 10:00 am
Bible Study: 10:30 am
Theme verse: Matthew 5:6

All women are invited!
Please join us, and bring a guest!




