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By Pastor  
Anita Warner�

 
VOTING YOUR VALUES 
 
Recently I was asked a question by someone 
who is not a part of our congregation: “Isn’t 
there too much about religion in our politics 
right now?” 
 
There are many perspectives on how faith enters 
the political realm. In the United States, the First 
Amendment of the Bill of Rights protects the 
rights of people to exercise their religious faith, 
and prohibits Congress from establishing any 
religion. 
 
The person’s question, though, was about the 
faith of particular candidates and whether their 
personal faith ought to have any bearing on their 
election or serving in office. 
 
As I said, there are many perspectives on this 
question. Here is mine: 
 
Christ and our scriptures have much to say about 
justice and righteousness in the social realm, 
communities large and small, and between 
peoples and nations. Christ-followers like you 
and me love God and our neighbors, and in our 
lover’s walk with God seek continual 
conversion of life and heart, and an ever-
growing understanding of “what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
(Micah 6:8). Conversion means that our values 
are then shaped (over and over again) by what 
God values, for our lives and for community 
relations in the world. Our understanding may 
change with time, study of the scriptures, life in 

community, and prayer. God’s values for 
community are to be the starting point of my 
discernment; for a Christ-follower, a particular 
political ideology is never to be the starting 
point. 
 
Then I apply these values, for example, God’s 
call to exercise care for the most vulnerable 
members of society, to the issues facing us, such 
as health care, immigration, education, relations 
among nations, and many more, and ask what 
God’s justice and righteousness might look like 
in all of these areas. 
 
Then I listen to the candidates and read what 
they have written. I evaluate their proposals for 
leading in these various areas against the values 
that have emerged from my faith and see how 
they measure up. Then, yes, I do listen to what 
they say about their faith and how it influences 
them, but not necessarily to see if they share my 
Christian faith or its Lutheran expression. For, 
as the scriptures make clear, God can and does 
use many different people of different faiths to 
carry out God’s purposes in the world. So what 
I’m interested in is what values for society the 
candidates hold, whether they are similar to the 
values I come to through my faith, and whether 
or how strongly these influence their leadership 
decisions and priorities for our society as a 
whole.  I’m interested in who else is most 
influential in shaping their values, and what 
values for society those people hold. I’m 
interested in their abilities and suitability for the 
office they seek. And I am interested in how the 
candidate works with others locally, nationally, 
and internationally, to accomplish goals. 
 
Lent, which begins February 6, is a wonderful 
time for conversion of heart and mind and 
deeper love in Christ. Please consider being a 
part of a “Free of Charge” small group that 
delves deeply into two core aspects of life in 
Christ: giving and forgiving. See Marie 
Juncker’s article for more information and sign 
up through email or at church. 
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Marie W. Juncker,  
Spiritual Director 
 

 

’And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory 
of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are 
being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another; for this comes from the 
Lord, the Spirit.’   2 Cor. 3:18 

Lent is a time for retreat in the sense of 
withdrawal from the busy-ness and distractions 
of our lives in order to rest in the presence of 
God who we know in Christ.  By intentionally 
retreating for a season from the commotion of 
the world, we grow the capacity for tending the 
holy at all times and in all places.  In a culture 
and society that prides itself on competition, 
success and achievement in the will to win, it is 
almost subversive to even consider surrender.  
And yet, this is exactly what God calls us to do.  
For it is in dying that we come to new life in the 
grace of God.    

During Lent, we meditate on God’s grace and 
how the story of the passion speaks into our 
everyday lives today.  By tuning out the external 
din, we yield our hearts to Christ who has made 
a home in the depths of our souls.  Face to face 
with this glory, we are transformed to the image 
before us by the life-giving Spirit.  Through this 
generative power, we come to relinquish that 
which is untrue and shine forth our authentic 
personhood, the unique face of Christ we are 
given to share in our homes, workplaces and 
communities.  In breaking through our false 
adaptation to the ways of the world, the Spirit 
liberates us to be our genuine, creative selves, 
flowing forth our true gifts and callings in the 
likeness of Christ that are transforming of 
people’s lives and a hurting world. 

 

While engaging Lenten practices that engender 
focus on God and the letting go of that which 
pulls us away, it is helpful to join with others.  
Together we support each other to listen and 
respond in truth to that one true voice calling us 
home as we take the time to ponder the reality of 
Christ’s life, death and resurrection and the 
meaning of this grace for our lives.   

Lenten small group studies, a tradition at 
Advent, are a great way to walk the Lenten 
journey with others.  The Spirit builds up and 
works through the body.  In study and 
conversation with others, we hear this deeper 
voice among us speaking into our hearts with 
new perspectives and ways of seeing that are 
transformative.  In the accepting, honest and 
intimate company of others, we are available to 
support one another to hear and give forth the 
deeper grace and truth revealed among us, 
leading to new life. Our participation in these 
small groups is therefore not only important for 
each one of us, but each of us is important for 
the others present.   
 
This year’s study is from the book, Free of 
Charge:  Giving and Forgiving in a Culture 
Stripped of Grace, by Miroslav Volf.  It focuses 
on the generosity of God’s giving and forgiving 
and our call to receive this grace and give 
expression to it through our lives.  I encourage 
each one of you to consider joining a group this 
year.  It is a vital means of building community 
and provides mutual support for deepening in 
and living out our faith in the world. 
 

�
��������	
����
�����
���	
����


����������
�����	���  
 

�



   4                                                  Advent Adventures  
 

 

��������������
�����
�

��
�������	�
���
������
�����
                                        
Free of Charge:  Giving and Forgiving in a              
Culture Stripped of Grace 
By Miroslav Volf 
 
One of the special traditions at Advent is the 
small group study for Lent.  We have consistent 
feedback from these studies that the time given 
to them has been valuable.  In addition to the 
excellence of the studies, people appreciate 
getting to know others more deeply in our 
community while sharing the journey of faith.   
 
Some groups meet in people’s homes and others 
gather at the church, at coffee shops or wherever 
they find an intimate space to be together.  We 
often hear that people would like to be better 
connected with others in our Advent 
community.  This is a great opportunity for this.  
If you haven’t participated in the past we 
encourage you to join a group this year and of 
course if you have participated, we hope you 
will do so again.   
 
This year’s study is about worshiping the true 
God and letting the true God act in us.  It tells us 
as plainly as possible that the true God is a God 
who cannot stop giving and forgiving, and that 
our knowledge of this God is utterly bound up 
with our willingness to receive from the hand of 
God the liberty to give and forgive.  Miroslav 
Volf is one of the most celebrated theologians of 
our day and this book engages its reader with 
great force and immediacy.     
 
Copies of the book are available in the narthex 
for $11.00.   Along with the books are sign up 
sheets   to  facilitate the  small  group  formation  

 
 
process.  You can form your own small group or 
find others to form a group with through the 
sign up sheets or by contacting Marie Juncker, 
Spiritual Director.  Either way, please sign-up in 
the narthex so that we can track who is involved 
in the study this year.  If you would like 
assistance or more information about this study, 
simple contact Marie by phone at (408) 779-
3551 or by e-mail at spirit@advent-lutheran.org.     
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Nine of our fellow members at Advent made the 
choice to grow in Christian love, wisdom, and 
faith when they decided to become Pastoral 
Partners.  Their willingness to obey God’s call 
will strengthen each of them as individuals and 
Advent as a whole.  When we choose to share 
each others burdens, joys, and blessings we all 
grow in God’s love.  This is a program that 
supports, encourages, and shares in each others 
lives to aid us in feeling connected to God and 
others in our church family. 
 
Congratulations to John and Joanne B., Marty 
G., Darlene D., Jim and Joyce C., Barbara G., 
Mary Ann G. and Sherry Q.. Thank you all for 
this gift to our congregation.  You will not only 
be a blessing to others but will be richly blessed 
as you walk with others in their faith journey 
 
 
 
 

 



   5                                                  Advent Adventures  
 



����������������������
��
 
The Women’s Bible Study Group is one of the 
longest standing groups here at Advent.  The 
group meets on the second Wednesday morning 
each month of the year, beginning at 10:00AM for 
Fellowship; and Bible Study from 10:30AM until 
12:00PM.  Pastor Warner usually leads the Bible 
Study.  During this year our study is “Blessed to 
Follow: The Beatitudes as a Compass for 
Discipleship” The study material is taken from 
The Lutheran Women Today magazine. 
 
As well as Bible Study this group has reached out 
to support programs and efforts here at Advent, as 
well as going beyond our own walls.  The group 
has scheduled, planned and executed multiple 
fundraisers over the years. Holiday Bazaars have 
provided the funding for: 

·   A custom-made Credence Table that is 
behind the Altar 

·   A custom-made rolling Library Cart that 
is in the Berkland Hall 

·  Contributed a considerable portion of the 
funds for the new candlesticks on the 
Altar 

·  Funds for new kitchen appliances when 
the kitchen area was remodeled. 

·  Funding for paint, wallpapers and 
decoration for the Ladies Restroom in the 
older part of the church.  Several ladies of 
our group did the painting, wallpapering 
and decorations; with the valuable help 
and assistance of Bob Q.. 

·  During the summer of 2007 this group 
held a Parking Lot Sale and raised more 
than $2,000 for the Advent Beautification 
Project.   

·  As a group we voted to send donations to 
the Tsunami and Hurricane Katrina Relief 
programs.  These monies came from our 
monthly offerings.  

·  We also voted to donate $100 to the 
Advent Beautification Project.  This 
money came from our monthly offerings. 

 

 

 

This Bible Study Group is open to all women of 
Advent.  Not only do we study our Bible and we 
have great fellowship together.  Three times 
during the year we plan a Potluck Luncheon 
following our Study Time.  Contact for 
information:  Sheila W., Rosemary P. or Evelyn 
S.. 
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Casey Carlson 
Youth & Family 
Minister 

�
 
High Schoolers 
 
 
Tuesday Nights @ 6:30 pm in the youth room – 
Advent Lutheran Youth Group (ALYG) 
9-12 Grades 
 

Houseboat trip for 7th-10th 
Graders 
June 23rd – 28th 
$50 deposit 
 
If you are either entering, or have just exited, 
confirmation in the Summer of 2008, you are 
invited to join the houseboat party!  This will be 
a great opportunity for all of us to have fun 
while learning more about God at the same time 
too!  Please check your calendars.  If you would 
like to join us, please give Casey Carlson your 
non-refundable deposit as soon as possible in 
order to insure your place on the boat!  There 
will be CIT positions open for this trip as well if 
any older students would like to join us! 
 

�
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Western States Youth Gathering 
Anaheim, ca 

July 28 – august 3 
9 – 12th grades 
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Check out our Youth Newsletter or speak with Casey  
for more information on upcoming events! 

 

 

 



   7                                                  Advent Adventures  
�
 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

February 2nd  @ 9 AM 9—12 grades 
Breakfast Bible Study 

 
February 3rd   6—12 grades >>> 

Super Bowl Sunday Pizzas and Subs 
 

February 5th   9—12 grades   ALYG 
 

February 6th ALL 
Ash Wednesday Service 

 
February 12   9—12 grades  ALYG 

 
February 13 7—9 grades 

Confirmation 
 

February 14 ALL 
Lent Service 

 
February 16th  @ 9 AM  9—12 grades 

Breakfast Bible Study 
 

February 19    9—12 grades   ALYG 
 

February 20 Confirmation leaders 
     Huddle 

 
February 21 ALL >>> 

Lent Service 
NO 3rd Thursday 

Youth group provides supper as Lenten 
reflection and meal before 30 HF 

 
<<<  February 22—23 6—12 

30 Hour Famine Lock-in 
 

February 26 9—12 grades 
ALYG  Event 

 
February 27 7—9 grades 

Fink Service Event 
 

February 28 ALL 
Lent Service 

Pizzas and Subs: 
Please be at Advent by 8am.   We need 
you there so we can do this efficiently 

and evenly.  During one service you will 
put the food together.  During the other 
service, you can worship!  That way you 

can take part in both the fundraising 
without missing church. 

Lent Service: 
There is no 3rd Thursday tonight, but all 

are welcome to be part of the youth 
sponsored Lenten Supper.  This will be 

a special supper for those of us 
participating in 30 HF because it will be 
our last meal  until the famine is over.  
We will use this opportunity to share 
with the congregation why we will 

famine, focus on facts about hunger, and 
connect the famine to lent. 

��������	
��������
 �

Keep your EYES  and 
EARS open for  

spontaneous youth 
events you won’t 

want to  miss!  

30 Hour Famine: 
If you are in grades 6—12, you 
are invited to be part of the 30 
Hour Famine.  While the lock-
in will be fun, it will also be a 
powerful opportunity to learn 
about some hard truths about 

our world as well as learn 
about how our faith calls us to 
act in the world.  If you want 
to be part of this lock-in, my 

hope is that you will also take 
part in the fundraising 
opportunities for world 

hunger.  If you are excited to 
raise money for this, please 

ask me for an envelope! 

Have ideas?  Want to be more involved?  Please feel free to 
stop by my office, call me, or e-mail me anytime.  I would love 
to hear from you!  What do you want more of?  Always know 
your friends are welcome to join us anytime for an event.  What 
are your prayer requests?  Let me know so I can pray for and 
with you!  Or, if you’d like them even more public, let me know 
so I can add them to our youth group’s prayer wall! 
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By Casey Carlson 

 
There is no more eloquent way to say this than 
just to say it simply: I love books.  I love 
everything about them, their feel on my fingertips, 
the sound of the spine as the pages turn for the 
first time, the smell of the glue, and of course the 
worlds and stories shared through the combination 
of words an author chooses.  Yep, I get excited 
about all the possibilities books contain even as I 
sit here thinking about them.  Perhaps that makes 
me a nerd.  Oh well.  It’s just the way it’s always 
been for me.  My family always knew if they saw 
my nose buried in a book, especially if I was 
toward the end of a book, they should not attempt 
to speak to me for fear of my book-worminess-
wrath.  Seriously, how closely my nose is to the 
page I’m reading is a sure sign of how sucked I 
am into that book.  So let that be a notice to you 
all. 
 
My love for books runs deeply through my life 
story.  I know people who share this love for 
books and will even go so far as to collect perfect 
editions of their favorite books to keep new and 
beautiful on their bookshelves, hardly touched.  I 
however, despite my great love for books, am not 
like this.  When I read a book that touches me or 
teaches me something, the first thing I want to do 
is share it with someone else.  I may be in the 
middle of a conversation with someone and I’ll 
jump up right then to find a book that I just have 
to share with them.   
 
This is a risky way to live as a book lover.  When 
you give a special book to someone, there is no 
guarantee that you will receive the book back in 
the condition it started in, or that you’ll even get it 
back!  No matter how many times I share a book, 
I don’t usually remember this aspect until the 
book has already been leant.  Sometimes I’ll kick 
myself for forgetting those very true facts.  Most 
of the time, I just try to trust that I will get it back 
someday and hope that the person will have also 
been touched by the book as well. 
 

 
 
I look up on my bookshelf, see covers bent back 
or even water stained, and yes I cringe 
remembering how hard it was to take the book 
back in that condition.  But then I remember that 
true giving is done not with the end in mind.  I 
remember that the reason I even initially shared 
the book was so that it would be used, read, and 
digested (though I’m always surprised when the 
book is returned to me looking quite literally 
digested!)   
 
Risk is always involved with a true gift.  The 
outcome is never sure when we allow ourselves to 
be vulnerable.  At my most cynical I could say 
that pain is the only sure outcome of love.  But 
most realistically we should all respond to that in 
the grace of Jesus which shows us that true love 
isn’t about the outcome at all.  Jesus shows us that 
true love is found in the loving.   
 
As the season of Lent begins we are offered the 
truest gift, the truest love, found as we focus on 
the life of Christ.  Jesus gave without expecting 
anything in return.  While possibly he knew what 
and how the true love of God would be returned, 
he continued on the path.  He continued on with 
passion for all of creation on his path of life, on 
his road to Calvary.  Through the life of Christ 
and work of the Holy Spirit we are given many 
gifts from God, one of them being faith. 
 
How do we live in this faith?  Is our faith used as 
we question and search?  Is our faith digested as 
we live out our faith in our world, sharing with 
neighbors, friends and even our enemies?  Or is 
our faith kept in perfect condition, clean and 
beautiful as an unopened book on a marble 
bookcase only to be looked at once a week at a 
special time?  Does our faith fill our lives so much 
that we long to share it with anyone we find 
ourselves in conversation with?  Or is our faith 
ours alone, with an outcome in mind of heavenly 
bliss? 
 
The life of Christ is such a gift to our world that 
we are all called to proclaim it daily.  It is in the 
faith that fills our lives and in our loving that we 
can proclaim this gift for all to share.   
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In his inspirational best-seller, The Purpose 
Driven Life, Rick Warren writes, “God didn't 
put me on earth just to fulfill a to-do list.  He's 
more interested in what I am than what I do.  
That's why we're called human beings, not 
human doings.” 
 
I choose this quote because it comes from one of 
Marty G’s favorite books, and Marty is the 
subject for this month’s Friends in Christ article, 
and as I look over her long list of volunteer 
positions, and committee work at Advent over 
her thirty four years as a charter member of this 
congregation, it is clear that Marty desires to be 
present to God’s work in the world.  
 
Marty tells me that she has just recently retired 
from a high stress job, teaching youth in the 
Santa Clara county juvenile court system. I 
immediately feel a connection here, because I 
work with these same youth and know how 
trying it can be. It is easy for me to imagine that 
she and I have worked with the some of the 
same children and could sit and share stories for 
hours about how we have learned to love those 
who it is hardest to love and how to trust in 
God’s grace and strength when ours feels used 
up.  Marty’s favorite song in fact is Amazing 
Grace. 
 

 
Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come; 
'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far 
and Grace will lead me home. 
 
Speaking for myself, I know that I can’t even 
begin to count the graces that Christ has shown 
me: in love, in life lessons, in friendship and 
community, and in his never-ending 
forgiveness. And Christ has used my 
experiences with children and co-workers in the 
juvenile system to remind me time and time 
again. I imagine the same is true for Marty. I 
imagine the same is true for all of us as Christ 
calls us to love his children in this troubled 
world. 
 
It is also clear that Marty loves Advent Lutheran 
Church. She now serves on the church council 
and as the chair of Community Connections. In 
her time here she has served in women's groups, 
Sunday school, evangelism, in the choir, 
directed the children’s choir, spent some time as 
interim organist, and raised two children. She is 
obviously a person with many gifts and talents, 
and Advent has clearly been blessed by her 
presence. She says, “I have seen many changes 
as Advent has evolved as a mission 
congregation through the years.  Becoming 
more active in the community is definitely a 
plus.  As a member of council I hope to become 
part of positive solutions for our community 
outreach mission as well as support the church 
programs within Advent's ongoing mission.” 
  
Besides being an active member of the life at 
Advent Lutheran, Marty loves to read, garden, 
travel, and spend time with her grandchildren, 
family and friends. 
 
“I feel that the Community Connections position 
is a perfect match for my particular passions,” 
she says.  “I want to serve my church and also 
reach out to the community filling needs of 
those requiring care and support.” 
 
Marty, on behalf of the community, thank you! 
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by Gretchen Leff 

 

 
 
Our first quarter mission for 2008 will be to 
once again support our Tanzanian friends in 
Christ, the New Life Band and their Mission to 
Youth and Students.  Since their last visit to 
Advent in October of 2006, their mission has 
continued to grow in East Africa.  They 
continue to spread the gospel through their 
music and their influence has reached all over 
East Africa.  This summer 560 youth from 
Tanzania, Kenya, and England attended one of 
their week long summer camps, where they 
shared in music, bible study, and discussion 
groups on topics including career development, 
responsibility, and HIV/AIDS.    A second facet 
of their mission has been to promote education 
in Tanzania through the development of a 
secondary school.  Advent members can be 
proud to say that they have supported the 
completion of two classrooms and two teacher’s 
offices.  Registration started in December for the 
anticipated opening of the school this month.  
They are estimating they can administer to 80  

 
 
students, of which 60% will be girls.  Their 
plans are to continue to build two classrooms 
each year to accommodate for growing 
enrollment, a vocational training school, and a 
soccer field.  They have also started a 
scholarship program to support the local youth.   
The cost for each classroom is estimated to be 
$20,000; the soccer field $3500; a year’s supply 
of “stationeries” for each student $50; uniforms 
$100; annual tuition per student $400.  Your 
impact on the youth and students in 
Tanzania…priceless.    
 
Advent has generously agreed to make the 
MTYS their first quarter mission project.   Our 
hope is to raise $1000 to support the New Life 
Band and their ministry. Any additional 
donations would be designated to assist with the 
school construction.  If you would like to make 
a donation, you may write a check to Advent 
Lutheran Church with a memo of “1st Quarter 
Mission” or “New Life Band.”  More info is 
also available on their website www. 
Newlifeband.net. 
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What is your favorite kind of soup?  How many 
kinds of soup can you think of?  Soup is warm 
and nourishing on cold winter days.  Food items 
may be brought forward during the offering and 
placed in the basket on the chancel (front of the 
church).  All food offerings go to Reach Out, the 
ecumenical hunger pantry in our community, 
located at St. Catherine’s parish. 

�
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The Valparaiso University Chorale will be 
performing at Advent on Saturday, March 1st as 
part of their 2008 Spring Tour of western United 
States.  This 48-voice ensemble is the premier 
choral ensemble at Valparaiso and considered 
among the top Lutheran collegiate choirs in the 
United States.  Under the direction of Dr. 
Christopher M. Cock, the group is dedicated to 
performing works that represent the University’s 
Lutheran heritage; they also are noted for 
performance of significant contemporary works in 
original languages, and for performance of music 
expressing multi-cultural perspectives.  Advent’s 
own Mark J. is a member of this chorale.   
 
All are invited to attend.  The concert will be at 
7:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary.  A free-will 
offering will be collected, and a reception will 
follow. 
 

 
 
Advent is looking for members who are willing to 
be home-stay hosts for the Valparaiso University 
Chorale.  The stay is for one night, March 1st.  
 

This involves attending a potluck dinner prior to 
the concert, providing overnight ccommodations 
in your home, breakfast on Sunday morning, and 
return to church around 7:30 a.m.  The need is for 
all 48 students to be housed in Advent members’ 
homes.  If you can help with this, please contact 
Marge J..  Thank you! 
�

�

!���
��
��
��������"��

�


������
������	� ���
���

�#�
�����
���$%�
 
 
“Woman at the Well” is a one-woman biblical, 
musical drama presented by Christian singer, 
songwriter, recording artist and storyteller Sam 
Kaufman, that highlights the story of the woman 
at the well told in John 4:5-42, who didn’t expect 
to have to draw water, didn’t expect to find a man 
at the well and certainly did not expect to have 
that man change her life forever. 
 

The story of the Woman at the Well challenges us 
to look at our own lives through the lens of love, 
healing and forgiveness. But, even more 
importantly, to look at the most definitive 
statement by Jesus concerning his mission as 
Messiah to the Samaritan woman and how that 
relates to each of us as followers of Jesus. 
 
This drama will be presented during both worship 
services on Sunday, February 24, as the message 
for the day. 

�

�
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7:00 PM at St. John the Divine Episcopal Church 
 
Advent Lutheran and St. John the Divine 
Episcopal churches share in worship each year on 
Ash Wednesday. This year, we will worship at St. 
John the Divine on Wednesday, February 6, at 
7:00 PM. The location of St. John the Divine is 
17740 Peak Avenue in Morgan Hill, north of West 
Main. Plan to begin the season of Lent by joining 
in worship with others from our congregations. 
There will be imposition of ashes, Pastor Warner 
will preach, we will share Holy Communion, and 
a time of fellowship with both congregations will 
follow worship. 
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Lent is a special time for Christians for spiritual 
renewal and return to our baptismal covenant.   
 
In the spirit of simplifying, and growing in our 
spiritual discipline and in community life, we are 
gathering February 14, 21, 28, and March 6 and 
13 for a soup and bread supper at 6:00 p.m.  There 
will be a sign-up sheet in Berkland Fellowship 
Hall with opportunities for all who would like to 
sign up to provide soup or bread or set up on any 
of those evenings. 
 
At 7:00 p.m., we will gather for a short worship 
service of evening prayer, using the sung Holden 
Evening Prayer service. A film clip relating to 
giving or forgiving will be shown during the 
service. All are welcome to supper and to 
worship, so invite your friends and neighbors to 
join our faith community in fellowship and 
worship during these uplifting times in Lent. 
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This year the Maundy 
Thursday service will 

center around a Passover Seder meal beginning at 
6:00 pm on Thursday, March 20, 2008, in 
Berkland Hall. The order of service, a modified 
Haggadah, will celebrate Christ in the Passover. 
Participants will join in the Seder with its prayers 
and food, celebrating God’s liberation of the 
Jewish people from the Pharaoh in Egypt and 
remembering the Last Supper of our Lord Jesus. 
Families with children are encouraged to attend. 
A free-will donation will be offered. 
 

Please sign up in the Narthex or call the church 
office by Monday, March 17.  
 

The final observance of Maundy Thursday will be 
the traditional stripping of the altar in the 
sanctuary. 
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A Santa Clara University student intern, Nancy 
Knight will be available at Advent Lutheran Church 
starting in February to assist anyone needing therapy 
services.  Nancy has completed her course work at 
SCU and is currently being supervised by Process 
Therapy Institute.  Process Therapy Institute is a 
non-profit, charitable organization that has been 
providing education and psychotherapeutic services 
to the community since 1972.  Their mission is to 
provide the community with opportunities to expand 
their awareness of themselves and their relationships 
with others in order to have more fulfillment in their 
lives. 
 

Nancy is available for individual, group and family 
therapy.   She will be providing her services at a rate 
of $35.00 per hour Should you wish to schedule an 
appointment with Nancy, please call the church 
office at 408-779-3551.   Her office hours are 
Monday, from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  If you have any 
questions or need additional information, Sherry can 
provide that to you. 

�
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There is an upcoming 
informational meeting 

for those interested in participating in a sewing 
ministry.  This meeting will be on Saturday, 
February 9th at 9:00 a.m. in Room 2.   
 

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss 
developing a sewing group that will sew for 
missions and for Advent ministry needs.  
Included in the discussion is how to facilitate 
the group, when to meet, what to sew, etc.   
 

Your ideas and suggestions are most welcome. 
Sewers and non-sewers alike are welcome, also 
people of all ages.  
 

If you are interested, please come to the 
meeting.  If you are unable to attend, but are 
interested, contact Marge J.. 
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The Mid Week Bible Study meets every 
Tuesday in the Library, at 10 AM to 11:30 AM, 
to discuss "The Celebration of Discipline"/"The 
Path of Spiritual Growth." For this bible study 
we shall be using four resources for our 
discussions. First our Bible, with the best seller 
book on the subject by Richard Foster 
"Celebration of Discipline", the Participants 
Study Guide and the DVD discussion series on 
Spiritual Growth. Since the publication of the 
book in 1978, Celebration of Discipline has 
helped millions of seekers to discover a richer 
spiritual life infused with joy, peace and a 
deeper understanding of God. 
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A RETREAT FOR WOMEN 
April 11-13 at Episcopal Conference Center, 
Oakhurst, CA 
 
All the women of Advent, as well as your 
friends, sisters, mothers, adult daughters are 
invited to a retreat for rest, spiritual refreshment 
and renewal. We will join together with women 
from Hope Lutheran in Fresno, California for 
this retreat. Pastor Anita Warner will be the 
retreat and Bible study leader. “The canvas of 
life” looks at the creative work of God in us and 
through us. One person’s canvas is a kitchen, 
another’s is a blank page for writing, another’s 
is yarn to knit, another’s is an instrument, 
another’s is a stage, etc. Each canvas has a “big 
picture” as well as close details, and there are 
layers and textures to each of our lives. 
Expressing our gifts help us through difficult 
times and give us an outlet for praise. 
 
The cost for a quad room (two beds in an 
upstairs loft, two beds downstairs, a shared 
bathroom and shower) is $150 per person. The 
cost for a double room is $160 per person. The 
cost includes breakfast, lunch and dinner on 
Saturday, breakfast and lunch on Sunday, and all 
retreat sessions. Incidental costs may include an 
offering received during worship on Saturday 
and a small materials fee for an optional craft 
opportunity. 
 
This is for women of all ages and all kinds – 
young, middle-aged, older, working, retired, 
homemakers, Christians, seekers. Consider 
giving yourself this gift of a retreat time in a 
beautiful place, and feel free to invite a friend or 
friends to come with you. To register, contact 
Sheila W.. 
 
 
 
 

�
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Advent Lutheran Church 
16870 Murphy Ave. 

Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
Mailed in Morgan Hill 
No Subscription Fee 
Monthly Publication 

February 3 - 9 
 
Sun Exodus 24:12-18 Moses enters the cloud of God’s  
  glory 
 Psalm 2 The one begotten of God 
 2 Peter 1:16-21 Shining with the glory of God 
 Matthew 17:1-9 Christ revealed as God’s beloved  
  Son 
Mon  Exodus 33:7-23 Moses sees God 
Tues 1 Kings 19:1-3, 9-18 Elijah hears God 
Ash Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 Return to God 
Wed  Psalm 51:1-17 Plea for mercy 
 2 Corinthians 5:20b Now is the day of salvation 
 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 The practice of faith 
Thu Jonah 3:1-10 Nineveh repents 
Fri  Jonah 4:1-11 Jonah is reproved 
Sat Isaiah 58:1-12 God calls for our repentance 
 
 
February 10 - 16 
 
Sun Gen 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Eating of the tree of knowledge 
 Psalm 32 Mercy embraces us 
 Romans 5:12-19 Death came, life comes 
 Matthew 4:1-11 The temptation of Jesus 
Mon Genesis 4:1-16 God protects Cain, the murderer 
Tues Exodus 34:1-9, 27-28 God’s revelation of mercy 
Wed Matthew 18:6-14 Temptation and forgiveness 
Thu 1 Kings 19:1-8 An angel feeds Elijah in the  
  wilderness 
Fri  Hebrews 4:14 – 5:14 Christ was tempted 
Sat Psalm 38 Confessing our sin 
 
 
February 17 - 23 
 
Sun Genesis 12:1-4a The blessing of God upon Abram  
 Psalm 121 The LORD who watches over you 
 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 The promise to those of Abraham’s  
  faith 
 John 3:1-17 The mission of Christ:  saving the  
  world 
Mon Isaiah 65:17-25 God promises a new creation 
Tues Ezekiel 36:22-32 God will renew the people 
Wed John 8:1-11 Jesus does not condemn the sinner 

Source:  Between Sundays:  Daily Bible 
Readings Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary;  Gail Ramshaw, 1997. 
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Let my prayer be counted as 
incense before you, and the lifting 
up of my hands as an evening 
sacrifice. 

 
    Psalm 141:2�

 

 

February 17 – 23 cont. 
 
Thu Numbers 21:4-9 Moses lifts up the serpent 
Fri  Romans 4:6-13 Abraham saved through faith 
Sat Psalm 128 God promises life 
 
 
February 24 – March 1 
 
Sun Exodus 17:1-7 Water from the rock 
 Psalm 95 The rock of our salvation 
 Romans 5:1-11 Reconciled to God by Christ’s  
  death 
 John 4:5-42 The woman at the well 
Mon Genesis 24:1-27 Rebekah at the well 
Tues Genesis 29:1-14 Rachel at the well 
Wed John 7:14-31, 37-29 Drink of Jesus, the Messiah 
Thu Jeremiah 2:4-13 God, the living water 
Fri  2 John 1-13 A woman reminded to abide in  
  Christ 
Sat Psalm 81 We drink from the rock 
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ADVENT WOMEN'S 
BIBLE STUDY 

 
 

 
 
 
 

“Blessed to Follow: 
The Beatitudes as a Compass for 

Discipleship” 
 

           “Mercy Made Real: 
Disciples as Forgiven Forgivers 

from Lutheran Women Today 
 

 
 

Wednesday, February 13 
 

Fellowship: 10:00 am 
Bible Study: 10:30 am 

Theme verse: Matthew 5:7 
 

 

All women are invited!  
 Please join us, and bring a guest! 


