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Lutheran Course Sunday evenings beginning April 20 

A new and exciting course. Each session takes a classic piece of Lutheran doctrine and “breaks it 
open” through a large-group video presentation and small-group conversation and good humor. 
This is especially for people new to the Lutheran church as well as anyone who would enjoy the 
conversation. 

Congregational Conversations at the 9:30 hour on Sundays 

April 6  Synod profile and electing a new bishop 
April 13 Parking lot and front beautification 
April 20 Time and Talent, spiritual gifts 
April 27 Parking lot and front beautification 
May 4  Time and Talent, spiritual gifts 
�
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By Pastor  
Anita Warner�

 
 
PRACTICING RESURRECTION 
  
The resurrection is something big. If we 
celebrate Christ risen just one day a year, we are 
missing out on something big! Properly 
speaking, resurrection changes everything. A 
resurrection view doesn’t look at anything the 
same anymore. Resurrection people live in 
wonder and both see and expect the miracles of 
resurrection that God is doing.  
 
Resurrection affects the cosmos as well as 
everyday living. Resurrection puts us into new 
relationship with God and each other and the 
world. The tired old patterns of relationship that 
need to be up-ended; well, God does that. Let’s 
live into it, let’s practice resurrection, too. 
 
Resurrection people live together and deal with 
the real stuff of life. In resurrection living polite 
conversation gives way to grace-filled truth-
telling. In April, we will have congregational 
conversations at 9:30 each Sunday to break open 
what God is doing and calling for us. We will 
talk through things like how is God working 
with our larger church, our synod, and the 
process of electing a new bishop? What is 
needed to undertake the beautification and repair 
of the front area of the church and thus present a 
greater welcome everyone? 
 
I consistently hear people say, “I had no idea so 
many people at Advent are doing so many 
things in Jesus’ name.” Yeah! Resurrection  

 
living! Come to hear about the use of time and 
talents and spiritual gifts on April 20 and May 4,  
and see how you can serve in our congregation 
in new or different ways. 
 
Resurrection living involves sharing meals. Our 
newly baptized are now sharing the Eucharist 
during Easter and some of our children and 
families will share communion instruction this 
month. I encourage you to reach out in 
friendship to others in this church community 
you may not know. Some will gather mid-month 
on Sunday evenings for The Lutheran Course 
and start by sharing a simple meal together. 
 
Practicing resurrection is letting the gospel go 
deeper than ever into our everyday lives so that 
the world will know the truth we live: Christ is 
risen! 
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Fill the basket at church with canned fruit for 
April.  Food items may be brought forward 
during the offering and placed in the basket on 
the chancel (front of the church).  All food 
offerings go to Reach Out, the ecumenical 
hunger pantry in our community, located at St. 
Catherine’s parish. 
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Marie W. Juncker,  
Spiritual Director 
 
 

� My speech and my proclamation were not with 
plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that 
your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on 
the power of God.”  1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 
We are encouraging people in and through the 
Advent community to give expression to some of 
the ways that God meets us and that we meet God 
in our lives.   As we share our experience of God 
with one another, we hope to lift up the many 
ways that we engage in prayer and service, 
manifesting the grace and truth of God in our 
lives.  We are requesting that people submit these 
heart-felt expressions to me in writing at 
spirit@advent-lutheran.org.  Here I give voice to 
some of the ways that I encounter God.  
Elsewhere in this newsletter, Jonathan Edwards 
shares how he has met God.  
 
“God is Alive, Mystery is Afoot.”   This slight 
shift in the rhythmic lyric of Leonard Cohen, 
“God is Alive, Magic is Afoot,” set to music by 
Buffy Sainte-Marie in 1969, captures the essence 
of my experience of God.  What surprise, what 
joy, what awe, what power when the living grace 
and mystery of God breaks into my awareness.   
 
“God is Alive and Mystery is Afoot.”  
Encountering the palpable and yet inexplicable 
reality of the Triune God stirs my imagination and 
fills me with wonder, peace and hope.  Whether I 
am in the midst of a crisis, sharing bread with a 
loved one, pondering a dream or vision, 
accompanying someone along the way, serving a 
need, finding resonance in spiritual writings, 
meditating on Scripture, beholding nature or 
engaging  any  form  of contemplation  or creative  
 

 
expression, it is when I become awake to the 
living mystery within these experiences that I 
encounter God.   
 
“God is Alive, Mystery is Afoot.”  Sometimes it is 
curious how I come to sense the presence and 
action of the Divine in our midst.  A passage of 
Scripture is suddenly illumined in a way that 
speaks into my life as I only imagine God can.  A 
stranger speaks to me with words that reveal 
God’s grace in a very personal manner.  I am 
moved to reach out to someone in what turns out 
to be in an hour of need.  Even when I am 
unfocused or distracted, God breaks in and gets 
my attention in the most surprising and 
unsuspecting ways.  I am humbled in such 
moments, grateful for the grace of becoming 
attuned to God as I am reminded that my 
experience of God is a gift. Too often, my 
attempts to connect with God in some real and 
tangible way amount to nothing.  The void is 
painful.  Yet, I cannot conjure or control the grace 
of this living mystery.   
 
“God is Alive, Mystery is Afoot.”  The healing, 
liberating and life-giving mystery of Christ is time 
and again demonstrated in my life and in the life 
of others.  At times when I feel broken and alone 
or when I am called to sit with another in their 
despair, I sense Christ holding us up as we hold 
each other.  Christ is made known in the grace of 
shared lives, the power of transforming love and 
in the unexplainable arrival of wholeness, hope 
and peace.   
 
“God is Alive, Mystery is Afoot.”  I have come 
close to God in opening up to and following the 
leadings of the Spirit expressed in the gifts and 
callings on my life.  I have been awe-struck by the 
power of the Spirit in encouraging and seeing this 
response in others.  Sometimes moving with the 
Spirit and opening up to the living mystery of God 
leaves me out of sync with the conventional 
wisdom of the world.  In these times, I am greeted 
with small gestures of hope in the living water of 
eternal life and the reassurance that I am not alone 
and that all is and shall be well.   
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The following letter was sent to pastors and 
rostered leaders of our ELCA in March: 
 

"Proclaim the message; be persistent whether the 
time is favorable or unfavorable ... do the work of 
an evangelist ... " (2 Timothy 4:2a, 5b) 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
 
"Bishop Hanson, what is your number one priority 
for the ELCA?" The question was addressed to 
me recently with great clarity and a desire for 
specificity. My answer? That we be an 
evangelizing church. The questioner nodded with 
what I took to be a gesture of agreement and 
walked away.  
 
I am curious how my questioner would have 
responded to his own question. And I am 
interested in your response. 
 
I wish we could have had further conversation, 
because the question is both important and urgent. 
The urgency was brought home again this week 
by the Chicago Tribune headline that read, "Many 
in U.S. leave their churches." Research by the 
Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life 
documents a decrease in U.S. adults who identify 
themselves as Catholic or Protestant and an 
increase -- doubling to 16 percent -- in those who 
are not affiliated with a religion. 
 
I have growing commitment to, and appreciation 
for, the fact that we boldly declare that we are the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. With 
that name it's tempting to distinguish ourselves 
from "those other evangelicals" but I prefer to 
make a consistently clear and constructive 
affirmation of what it does mean that we are the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  
    

 
To be evangelical means that: 

·  We are a church body centered in the good 
news that we are saved by God's grace 
through faith for Jesus' sake.  

·  The Holy Spirit is at work through the 
proclamation of that evangel and lives are 
changed -- strangers are welcomed, sins 
are forgiven, doubt gives way to faith, 
despair turns to hope, the people living in 
poverty hear good news, the oppressed are 
set free. 

 
·  The church is "the assembly of all 

believers among whom the gospel is 
proclaimed in its purity and the holy 
sacraments are administered according to 
the gospel" (AC VII).  

 
·  In Christ we are set free and sent into the 

world to bear witness in word and deed to 
the evangel -- serving our neighbor, 
seeking the common good, striving for 
justice and peace in all the earth. Being 
evangelicals in a Lutheran key permeates 
the life and work of this church. 

 
·  We read and interpret the Bible 

evangelically -- listening for "what urges 
Christ" (was Christum treibt).  

 
·  We worship evangelically -- gathering 

around the means of grace.  
 

·  We live evangelically -- forgiving as we 
have been forgiven, inviting people to new 
life in Christ, walking together the way of 
the cross.  

 
·  We lead evangelically -- as servants of the 

Word, bearing Christ to our neighbor. 
How are we doing as an evangelizing church? 
That is an important question to ponder as we 
seek to hold each other accountable.  
 
The challenges of this moment in history can be 
discouraging, especially if we succumb to the 
great pressures on us. Rostered leaders serving 
congregations are expected to attract and hold 
members    in   an   increasingly   competitive  and  

�
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consumer-oriented religious market place. Many 
of you are serving congregations that have 
experienced significant losses, which often can 
lead to a nostalgic longing for an idealized past 
that depletes energies for ministry today. You face  
the challenge of supporting mission beyond the 
congregation when resources are diminishing or 
inadequate. We can lose ourselves in 
discouragement when we view ministry as if it 
were all about us. 
 

Rather than wondering anxiously "how are we 
doing?" by ourselves, I invite you, as a Lenten 
discipline, to take a fresh and confident look at 
where we are by asking the question out of your 
daily baptismal renewal: "What is God doing with 
and among us?" 
 

On the cross all of our self-absorbed attempts to 
"survive" or save ourselves were crucified. 
Through the gospel the Holy Spirit claims, 
gathers, and sends us into a new life as an 
evangelizing church for the sake of the world. The 
Holy Spirit is the source of our power, strength, 
and gifts as together we proclaim Christ and 
engage in God's mission for the life of the world. 
In this mission we follow the way of the cross, 
losing our lives for Christ's sake and for the sake 
of the gospel. A cruciform ministry with 
brokenness, vulnerability, and forgiveness at its 
center invites us together to seek to discern the 
mind of Christ and to live as an evangelizing 
people. As a result, an evangelizing church will be 
present where people are being persecuted for 
their faith, where the reality of poverty and 
violence diminishes abundant life, and where the 
creation groans in travail. An evangelizing church 
will be present, proclaiming Christ and bearing 
witness to all, including those who claim "no 
religion."  
 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is 
and will be an evangelizing church. I invite you to 
join me in embracing and celebrating this call 
with new energy and passion. 
 
In God's grace, 
 

Mark S. Hanson,  Presiding Bishop 
Lent 2008 
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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” The Sierra Pacific 
Synod will meet in Assembly April 25-27 at the 
Oakland Marriott. Voting members from 
Advent will be Ellie Q., Marie Juncker and 
Pastor Anita Warner. 
 
The assembly will elect a new bishop to a 6-year 
term from among the ordained ministers of our 
church, as Bishop David Mullen is retiring. In 
addition, the assembly will worship and pray, 
hear scripture broken open, adopt a budget for 
the synod, hear reports, and debate resolutions. 
Please pray for the church as expressed through 
the assembly of people from over 200 ELCA 
congregations and many special ministries 
coming together in April. 
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Three people from Advent are serving on the 
Synod Youth Committee. This committee serves 
the synod by developing and hosting 2 sessions 
of the 3rd-6th grade retreat each spring, and the 
high school and middle school weekends in the 
fall and winter. The committee also serves at the 
synod assembly. All these service opportunities 
develop youth leadership, as does the faith and 
leadership and planning week in June. Casey 
Carlson is serving as an adult leader on the 
committee, and Shante C. and Emma N. are 
serving youth terms on the committee. 
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Psalms, the "Prayer Book of the Bible," is a very 
personal book. When we recall that it contains 
43 individual lament and 21 individual praise 
Psalms, we can see the Holy Spirit who inspired 
it meant much of it for use by individuals as we 
approach the Heavenly Father one-on-one. Most 
times, the psalmists speak from deep emotions 
as they communicate their needs and joys to 
their Lord. The prayers portray the psalmists' 
deep and intimate relationship with God. 
 
Luther on Psalms+ "I hold, however, that no 
finer book of examples...Of the saints has ever 
come, or can come, to earth than in the 
Psalms...For here we find not only what one or 
two saints have done, but what he has done who 
is the very head of the saints. We also find what 
all the saints still do, such as the attitude they 
take toward God, toward friends and enemies, 
and the way they conduct themselves amid all 
the dangers and sufferings. Beyond that there are 
contained here all sorts of divine and 
wholesome teachings and commandments. 
The Psalms ought to be a precious and beloved, 
if for no other reason than this: it promises 
Christ's death and resurrection so clearly-and 
pictures His kingdom and the condition and 
nature of all Christendom-that it might well be 
called a "Little Bible." 

The new Mid-Week Bible study will begin 04-
22-08 at the Church, from 10AM to 11:30 AM 
each week for nine weeks. 
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Sunday evenings beginning April 20 

This is a new and exciting course which will answer 
many questions many have thought of but never 
asked. The Lutheran Course includes seven 
sessions. Each session takes a classic piece of 
Lutheran doctrine and “breaks it open” through a 
large-group video presentation and small-group 
conversation and good humor. This is especially for 
people new to the Lutheran church as well as 
anyone who might enjoy the conversation. 
 

Starting off with a meal at 6 pm is a great way to 
begin! Bring any food you would like to share in a 
potluck. Then class follows the meal from 6:45 - 
7:30 pm. 
 

For more information or to RSVP 
contact Pastor Warner at 779-5815 or 
pastorw@advent-lutheran.org. 
 

�����
����������

��
�
���
�
�������

����
 

Brandon H., son of our own Brian and Nancy H., 
stationed in the remote desert of Iraq, has asked his 
mom to help him and his buddies out by providing 
some recreation equipment and activities to help 
relieve the boredom and isolation of their “off duty” 
times.  Their recreation room has only a couple of 
decks of cards, a TV and not much else.  Their next 
rotation home is months away and time passes 
slowly. 
 

Requested items include, baseballs, basketballs, 
soccer balls, footballs and hopefully, a cheap, new 
or used guitar.  Nancy has volunteered to be the 
“clearing house” for purchasing, packaging and 
mailing the items. 
 

Make your checks payable to Advent for tax 
purposes and on the “Memo” line indicate “Brandon 
H.”. Hopefully, with your immediate response,  this 
project can be completed in the next month.  
 

Thank you for your financial and prayer support for 
these “beloved children of God” in perilous service 
their country. 
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Sunday 9:30 Hour 
April 6th – May 4th 

 
All are invited to participate in a series of 
conversations about topics of importance to our 
community and the greater church life.   These 
informal dialogs will take place each Sunday 
from April 6th through May 4th in the Berkland 
Fellowship Hall during the 9:30 hour. We 
believe that each of these sessions will be of 
interest to all within the Advent community.  
However, if you prefer to engage in casual 
fellowship during this hour, the library and 
courtyard will be available for this. 
 
Following are the topics for each of the sessions. 
 
April 6th - Election of a new Bishop in the 
Pacific Sierra Synod  
 

We will begin these informal Sunday 
conversations with a dialog about the 
election of a new Bishop for our Synod.  
When congregations are calling a new 
pastor they are expected to complete a 
congregational profile.  This provides 
the members and the pastoral candidates 
an in-depth understanding of the 
congregation’s history, its current status, 
its strengths and weaknesses, its 
opportunities and challenges, and its 
hopes for the future.  During this time 
together we will not only look at the 
profile developed for selecting a new 
Bishop, we will also discuss the overall 
function of the Synod and how it is 
relevant to us at Advent and to the wider 
church life.        

 
 
 

 
 
 
April 13th and April 27th– Parking Lot 
 

The parking lot and grounds around it 
are the physical entryway to our church.  
During this hour we will talk about the 
current status of the parking lot 
improvement project and issues related 
to the proposed work and funding.  
Everyone is encouraged to participate 
and explore together the best way to 
proceed given all the relevant 
information. 

 
April 20th and May 4th – Sharing our Gifts in 
Time and Talent  
 

This hour is part of an initiative to 
update the Time and Talent information 
about those engaged in our Advent 
community.  Newly revised time and 
talent sheets will be given out at our 
worship service on these days, with an 
encouragement for people to fill them 
out whether updating existing forms on 
file or filing a form for the first time.  
Whether trying to understand what 
“Time and Talent” is all about, wanting 
to know what the many ministries are in 
and through Advent and how to get 
involved in them or wanting to go deeper 
in discerning gifts and callings or 
anywhere in between these, there will be 
people available from our congregation 
to help.   

 
 
 
 

Advent Lutheran Church 
16870 Murphy Ave. 

Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
Mailed in Morgan Hill 
No Subscription Fee 
Monthly Publication 
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It is hard to believe that it has already been four 
years since I first moved up to Berkeley to start 
seminary by taking a summer Greek class in 
June of 2004.  I came anxious and eager to learn 
the ins and outs of theology and 
pastoral ministry.  What a journey it has been!  
In addition to the required Church History, 
Lutheran Confessions, Word and 
Sacrament, Theology and practical ministry 
classes I have focused my class electives to gain 
an emphasis in Pastoral Care and 
Counseling.  One of the things that I have 
enjoyed the most in seminary is the practical 
ministry experience that I gained through my 
time as a teaching parish student at Advent 
Lutheran my first two years of seminary, and my 
internship at La Iglesia Luterana del Buen Pastor 
in Mexico City my third year.  It truly was a joy 
to spend time with the people of Advent in 
ministry through worship, fellowship and Bible 
study.  I will treasure the relationships built and 
the memories that were made.  Thank you for 
the wonderful learning experience. 

I am now in my last semester of seminary.  In 
December, I completed the paperwork for the 
assignment process.  This paperwork, along 
with all other seminary students who will be 
awaiting their first calls, was sent to all 
the bishops of the ELCA in the country.  In 
February the bishops gathered for a time 
affectionately known as the draft process, where 
they divide up all students amongst the 
various regions taking into consideration both 
the students preferences and the needs of the 
larger church.  I was excited to find out that I 
was assigned to Region 2 which is the 
Southwest region of the United States.  Last 
week I learned that I will be assigned to the 
Pacifica synod for my first call.  Pacifica Synod 
includes Orange County, San Diego, San 
Bernidino areas of California as well as the 
entire State of Hawaii.  Bishop Murrary Finck, 
the  bishop of  this synod,  has  told me he has a  

 

number of congregations that might be 
possibilities for me to begin interviewing with.  
Hopefully within the next few weeks I will 
begin the process of reviewing congregation 
profiles and interviewing with call committees.  
Although I will be sad to leave the Bay Area, I 
am very excited about the possibilities for 
ministry in Pacifica Synod.  I will be graduating 
May 17 and hope to be ordained at my home 
congregation in South Dakota as soon as I 
receive a call (hopefully sometime this 
summer).  Thank you Advent for your prayers 
and support to me throughout my time of 
seminary.  I treasure the time that I have spent 
with you. 

Grace and peace, 

Lara Janssen  

 

Note: Lara will return to Advent to preach on 
Sunday, April 6. Come to offer her a blessing 
then! 
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The Sound And Light Team (SALT) is an integral 
part of our worship experience. SALT operators 
adjust lighting and microphone levels, offer  
hearing assistance equipment to people, and 
sometimes run projectors or powerpoint 
presentations. Being a part of SALT means that 
you get to sit in the cool booth and fiddle with 
knobs and buttons while serving the whole 
congregation in worship. We need more of you! 
Marc Northcott will offer training to any adults 
and high school youth who would like to serve. 
Contact    him    at      drama@advent-lutheran.org  
mailto:drama@advent-lutheran.org or 779-5815, 
or talk with him on Sunday.  
 
Thanks! We need you! 
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Brief History 
On June 10, 2007, a special church congregational 
meeting was held in order to discuss the need to 
repair the front parking lot and beautify the front 
area of the church.  At this meeting, it was decided 
that: 
 

Phase One of the project – parking lot repairs and 
curbing – will commence when the cash receipts 
earmarked for the project reaches $30,000. 
 

Phase Two of the project – lighting repair and 
landscape beautification – will commence once the 
full cost of Phase One has been raised and funds are 
available for Phase Two. 
 

Current Status 
For Phase One, the $30,000 target was achieved at 
the end of November 2007 through various cash 
contributions from church members and friends.  
The exact amount raised for the parking lot repairs 
and curbing is $32,135. 
 

The repair work has not been performed primary 
due to weather constraints since the beginning of the 
year and the considerations discussed below. 
 

New Developments and Concerns 
Over the course of the last 4 months, (November 
2007 to March 2008), the following new 
information regarding  the current building fund and 
liabilities became known.   
 
It came to the church council’s attention that an “In 
Lieu Fee” payable to the City of Morgan Hill for a 
fixed amount of $29,500 would be revised after July 
1, 2008.  Although the church council was aware 
that a liability existed for this fee since the new 
addition to the church campus was completed 
around  the  year  2000, the   precise amount  of  the  
liability was not known at that time.  After July 1, 
2008, the City of Morgan Hill would determine 
what the revised liability would be for this cost and  

 
charge such amount to the church whenever other 
street improvements were made. 
 

Additionally, during the month of November 2007, 
building fund reserves were utilized for a very short 
period in order to pay bills because we had no 
general fund reserves left at that time.  This was not 
a re-designation of funds but floating a week-term 
“loan” in order to pay bills on time. This slight need 
to tap into building fund reserves to pay for general 
operating expenses created some concern by the 
church council about moving forward on the parking 
lot repairs.  It was the original intent that certain 
amounts from the building fund were to be utilized 
to augment the $32,135 raise for Phase One for the 
parking lot repair. 
 

Based upon the two items described above, the 
church council felt that it would be appropriate and 
conservative to temporarily delay the moving 
forward of the parking lot repair until there is more 
cash in hand for this project. 
 

Next Steps 
The church council and executive committee has 
discussed at length the best solution to this issue on 
numerous occasions but would like to solicit 
congregation member feedback based upon these 
new developments.  The question at hand would be 
how the church should move forward in making 
repairs in light of new financial pressures both 
known and unknown.   Additionally, the church 
council would like to ensure that these issues are 
discussed with the fact in mind that a new fall 
campaign for the building fund would occur later 
this year. 
 

The Church Council firmly believes that repairing 
the parking lot and making the front area of our 
property more welcoming, beautiful and inviting is a 
high priority for action and is eager to begin this 
work in a fiscally responsible way. Special gifts 
toward this project will move up the timeline for the 
beginning of this work. 
 

The Church Council is hosting two informal 
“Congregational Conversations” on the parking lot 
repair and front beautification. These will be held in 
Berkland Fellowship Hall on April 13 and 27 at 9:30 
AM. Come to speak and listen! 
 
 

�
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Monday Nights from 7:00 pm—8:30 pm 
April 14, 21, and 28 

First Communion will take place 
 on Sunday, May 4 

 
All are welcome to take this time together; 

learning, sharing, and focusing on the gift that 
Christ has given us in the sacrament of Holy 

Communion. 
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Do you know children who will enter 
kindergarten through 9th grade this September 
who would enjoy acting, singing, dancing and 
creating art for  a week-long program, ending 
with an original musical production? Let them 
know that Advent will be offering 3 CMT 
sessions this summer: 
 
Session I    I’m Blessed    June 16th – 21st 
 
Session II   Spirit of the Universe  July 7th – 12th 
 
Session III  Don’t Shut Us Out  July 14th – 19th 
 
Information flyers and forms are available in the 
Kiosk in the Berkland Fellowship Hall, in the 
church office or online at http://www.advent-
lutheran.org. 
 
You may register by mail. Just mail in your 
completed forms along with payment to Advent 
Lutheran Church.   
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Casey Carlson 
Youth & Family 
Minister 

�
 
High Schoolers 
 
 
Tuesday Nights @ 6:30 pm in the youth room – 
Advent Lutheran Youth Group (ALYG) 
9-12 Grades 
 

 

WESTERN 
STATES 
YOUTH 
GATHERING 

Anaheim, CA 

 

The Gathering 
High School Youth Gathering for Grades 9-12 
 
July 29 - August 1, 2008 
Anaheim, CA Hilton Hotel and Anaheim 
Convention Center 
 
Theme: WIRED: Live Connected 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways acknowledge God, and your 
paths will be made straight” Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

$100.00 Deposit is required 

 

 

�
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This is a week to celebrate the Family of God!  This will be a time to focus on the many ways we 
rely on God every day.  On the first Sunday you will receive a booklet with short devotions and 
prayers to share as a family as well as a calendar of events that you are invited to take part in. 
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for 7th - 12th grades 

The Amazing Bible Race is a read-through-the-Bible-
program that helps you read the whole Bible and 
learn to live out the Scriptures in your daily life. It may 
seem like a daunting task—to read the whole Bible—
and that’s why we’ve broken the Race up into six, 12-
week legs. You can take breaks in between each leg 
to catch your breath. To help keep you going you’ll be 
part of a team of friends who will cheer you on and 
help you stay focused. You’ll work with your team to 
solve Weekly Challenges , accomplish Fast 
Forwards  jump Hurdles  and accrue points. Your 
team will have a profile page on 
www.amazingbiblerace.com where you can interact 
with each other and with the Bible stories you read. 
You can take quizzes, solve puzzles, upload pictures 
of your team in action, and share thoughts about how 
you’re doing. 

Leg 1: Law , Genesis through Deuteronomy 
Leg 2: History , Joshua through Esther 
Leg 3: Wisdom , Job through Song of Solomon 
Leg 4: Prophets , Isaiah through Malachi 
Leg 5: Gospel and the Early Church , Matthew 
through Acts 
Leg 6: Letters and Prophecy , Romans through 
Revelation.  
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SUB SALES! 
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Prices: 
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CROP Hunger Walk  
 

Sunday, April 27, 2008  
1:00 p.m.  

Hoover Middle School 
1635 Park Avenue, San Jose 

(one/five mile options) 
 
 

The crop walk will raise awareness and funds for local hunger, as well as 
international relief and development. The funds raised will support Second Harvest 

Food Bank of Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties, Sacred Heart Community 
Service, Church World Service and other international humanitarian agencies 

 
There is no registration fee and each walker receives a free t-shirt. 

Please register online at www.cropwalk.org:  
· Create a personalized web page seeking donations or sign up with others as  

Team Advent ! 
· E-mail requests for sponsorships to friends and family anywhere. 

· Receive credit card contributions for their CROP Hunger Walk at our secure site. 
· Use the Web to raise funds to combat hunger and poverty at home and around the 

world. 
 

You can also help by making a donation online.  Visit www.churchworldservice.org 
you will be taken to Dave Ahn’s personal donation page where you can make a 
secure online credit card donation or you can go back to the general walk page.  

 

�



   13                                                  Advent Adventures  
 

�������������
�
By Jonathan E. 

 

Lately I have not felt so close to God. I have felt 
quite distant, in fact. It affects me all over. I 
have become less comfortable in my own skin, 
which makes me less comfortable with silence, 
which leads to less time for prayer. That means 
more time for television and radio to fill the 
empty spaces of my apartment and my mind. 
This pattern multiplied over a few days, then a 
few weeks, and soon I can tell that I am in a 
slump. 
 
There have been times in my life when God felt 
as close to me as the clothes on my body. Like 
when I first discovered the writings of Thomas 
Merton or when I backpacked the Narrows in 
Zion National Park with a small group of close 
friends. Those times were filled with an 
indescribable sense of creative energy and 
power.  Scripture and the life of Christ became 
fresh and new to me. I felt like I had been born 
again, like I was seeing the world with new 
eyes. 
 
But that is not the case right now.  I don't feel 
new or creative at all. And instead of resting in 
the low tide, trusting that God is still near, I turn 
against myself. Like Job's friends and their 
childish theologies of retribution, I beat myself 
down with accusations and hyper-spirituality. I 
start to panic and think that I am not trying hard 
enough, not giving enough of myself, or not 
loving Jesus enough. 
 
In college I wrote a poem entitled Teaching 
Children to Swim: keep your back straight, don't 
panic, don't stop moving your legs, don't panic, 
come up for air, don't panic.  Don't give up and 
don't panic. Please, i wrote, don't panic. 
 
It isn't really about children or swimming. It's 
about   trusting  the  process.  It's  about  staying  
 

 
faithful. It's about letting God be God: the God 
who calls me beloved even at my lowest, least 
impressive moments. I cannot speak for 
tomorrow. But today I don't feel close to God 
and that is all right. 
 
This is my favorite week of the year in Morgan 
Hill. It is the week that I notice the fruits of the 
long, hard and miserably wet winter. The trees 
outside my window are in bloom. The hills are 
unbelievably green. El Toro is begging for me to 
come climb it. 
 
The winter was terrible. And it will be next year 
too. And I would bet money that the two or 
three winters after that will be pretty bad as 
well. But no one doubts that the spring will 
come. That new life will prevail. I will feel God 
coming near to me again like I did before. 
 
Don't panic. 
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The Narthex Neighbor program is a “behind the 
scenes” program that aspires to create an 
atmosphere of Christian love and caring. A 
Narthex Neighbor is a member of our 
congregation who makes a special effort to seek 
out and meet and greet first time visitors, new 
members, and guests who come to Advent. 
 
Advent members are invited to be a Narthex 
Neighbor because of their friendly, warm, caring 
manner and hospitable attitude. We are looking 
for more members who feel they would like to be 
involved in this great ministry at Advent. 
 
There will be a half day training session on 
Saturday morning, May 3rd for new and old 
Narthex Neighbors and weekly greeters as well. 
Please contact Marty G.  or Pastor Warner if you 
are interested in learning more about this 
important outreach ministry. 
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A RETREAT FOR WOMEN 
April 11-13 at Episcopal Conference Center, 
Oakhurst, CA 
 
All the women of Advent, as well as your 
friends, sisters, mothers, adult daughters are 
invited to a retreat for rest, spiritual refreshment 
and renewal. We will join together with women 
from Hope Lutheran in Fresno, California for 
this retreat. Pastor Anita Warner will be the 
retreat and Bible study leader. “The canvas of 
life” looks at the creative work of God in us and 
through us. One person’s canvas is a kitchen, 
another’s is a blank page for writing, another’s 
is yarn to knit, another’s is an instrument, 
another’s is a stage, etc. Each canvas has a “big 
picture” as well as close details, and there are 
layers and textures to each of our lives. 
Expressing our gifts help us through difficult 
times and give us an outlet for praise. 
 
The cost for a quad room (two beds in an 
upstairs loft, two beds downstairs, a shared 
bathroom and shower) is $150 per person. The 
cost for a double room is $160 per person. The 
cost includes breakfast, lunch and dinner on 
Saturday, breakfast and lunch on Sunday, and all 
retreat sessions. Incidental costs may include an  
offering received during worship on Saturday 
and a small materials fee for an optional craft 
opportunity. 
 
This is for women of all ages and all kinds – 
young, middle-aged, older, working, retired, 
homemakers, Christians, seekers. Consider 
giving yourself this gift of a retreat time in a 
beautiful place, and feel free to invite a friend or 
friends to come with you. To register, contact 
Sheila Walton at 779-4646 or 
sagwalton@aol.com. 
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MT.  CROSS  Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of 
Northern California  
 
by Tom Dunham 
 
The Church Council has chosen Mt. Cross as its 
second quarter Mission.  Since 1948, thousands 
of children, youth and adults from over 400 
Lutheran churches in California, Nevada and 
Hawaii have benefited from the opportunities 
for deepening their Christian faith through 
participating in Mt. Cross’s  varied programs of 
Christian Education and training. 
 
On April 20th, Monica Bellizi, current President 
of the Board of Directors, will visit Advent to 
bring a “Minute for Mission” with current news 
of the ongoing missions and successful 
operation of the camp. 
 
The continued success of Mr. Cross depends 
largely on gifts and donations for its operational 
expenses so we are encouraging you to consider 
making a donation during this Second Quarter 
as a special thanks from Advent Lutheran 
Church for the life changing blessings 
experienced by so many of our congregation. 
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Volunteers for the new Advent ministry, Sew Seeds, 
are now meeting the first, third, and fifth Tuesdays 
of each month. The afternoon group meets from 1 to 
4 PM; and the evening group, from 7 to 9 PM. The 
workshops are held in Room 2 (the south youth 
room). 
 

In addition to prayers that this will be a successful 
ministry, Sew Seeds participants are seeking 
donations of fabric, needles, yarn and thread from 
the congregation. Washed blankets, mattress pads, 
and flannel sheets especially are needed for filler of 
the quilts. 
 

The Sew Seeds ministry is open to non-sewers as 
well as sewers. The initial projects have been to 
make quilts for Lutheran World Relief, and people 
are needed to select, measure, and cut fabrics in 
addition to sewing the quilts. However, as the 
number of volunteers increases, attendees will be 
selecting additional reach out projects in which they 
are interested, such as Christian Musical Theater or 
Christmas children’s costumes.  Other volunteers 
may be putting together kits of sewing materials 
including fabric, needles, and thread for Lutheran 
World Relief recipients. Those  people who are not 
able to attend either of the Tuesday sessions may 
choose to complete projects independently at home. 
Knitters and crocheters interested in creating baby 
afghans may join other volunteers at Tuesday 
sessions or work independently at home. 
 

Attendees at the Tuesday sessions are encouraged, 
but not required, to bring sewing equipment 
including scissors, rotary cutters, measuring mats, 
yardsticks, hemming gauges, rippers, and, if 
possible, sewing machines. 
 
Anyone wanting to participate as a donor or having 
questions about the Tuesday workshops may contact 
Marge Johanson, at 778-6888 or 
margejohanson@charter.net.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADVENT WOMEN'S 
BIBLE STUDY 

 
 

“Blessed to Follow: 
The Beatitudes as a Compass for 

Discipleship” 
 

 “Making Peace and Being Peace” 
from Lutheran Women Today 

 

 
 

Wednesday, April 9 
 

Fellowship: 10:00 am 
Bible Study: 10:30 am 

Theme verse: Matthew 5:8 
 

 

All women are invited!  
 Please join us, and bring a guest! 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April 1 - 5 
 
Tues Jonah 2:1-1- Jonah’s praise for deliverance 
Wed Matthew 12:38-42 Jesus speaks of the sign of Jonah 
Thu Judges 6:36-40 Gideon and the sign of the fleece 
Fri  1 Corint 15:12-28 Paul teaches the resurrection 
Sat Psalm 114 God saves through water 
 
 
April 6 - 12 
 
Sun Acts 2:14a, 36-41 Receiving God’s promise through  
   baptism 
 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 I will call upon God 
 1 Peter 1:17-23 Born anew 
 Luke 24:13-35 Eating with the risen Christ 
Mon Genesis 18:1-14 Abraham and Sarah eat with God 
Tues Exodus 24:1-11 Moses and the elders eat with God 
Wed John 21:1-14 Jesus eats with the disciples 
Thu Proverbs 8:32-9:6 Wisdom serves a meal 
Fri  1 Peter 1:8-16 A holy life 
Sat Psalm 134 Praise to God 
 
 
April 13 - 19 
 
Sun Acts 2:42-47 The believers’ common life 
 Psalm 23 The LORD is my shepherd 
 1 Peter 2:19-25 Follow the shepherd, even in suffering 
 John 10:1-10 Christ, the shepherd 
Mon Ezekiel 34:1-16 God, the true shepherd 
Tues Ezekiel 34:23-31 God will provide perfect pasture 
Wed Matthew 20:17-28 Jesus came to serve 
Thu Jeremiah 23:1-8 God will gather the flock 
Fri  1 Peter 2:9-17 Live as God’s people 
Sat Psalm 23 God, our shepherd 

 

Source:  Between Sundays:  Daily Bible 
Readings Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary;  Gail Ramshaw, 1997. 
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Then Jesus said to the Jews who 
had believed in him, “If you 
continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples; and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 

 
    John 8:31-32�

 

 

 
 
 
 

April 20 - 26 
 
Sun Acts 7:55-60 The martyrdom of Stephen 
 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 I commend my spirit 
 1 Peter 2:2-10 God’s chosen people 
 John 14:1-14 Christ, the way, truth and life 
Mon Exodus 13:17-22 God leads the way 
Tues Proverbs 3:5-18 God, the truth and life 
Wed John 8:31-38 Jesus, the truth of God 
Thu Acts 6:8-15 Stephen is arrested 
Fri  Acts 7:44-60 Stephen’s martyrdom 
Sat Psalm 102:1-17 Prayer for deliverance 
 
April 27 – May 3 
 
Sun Acts 17:22-31 Paul’s message to the Athenians 
 Psalm 66:8-20 Be joyful in God, all you lands 
 1 Peter 3:13-22 The days of Noah, a sign of  
  baptism 
 John 14:15-21 Christ our advocate 
Mon Deuteronomy 5:22-33 Moses delivers God’s  
  commandments 
Tues Deuteronomy 31:1-13 Moses promises God’s presence 
Wed Acts 17:32-18:11 God promises to be with Paul 
The Ascension  of Our Lord  
 Acts 1:1-11 Jesus sends the apostles 
 Psalm 47 God has gone up with a shout 
 Ephesians 1:15-23 Seeing the risen and ascended  
  Christ 
Thu Luke 24:44-53 Christ present in all times and  
  places 
Fri  John 8:21-30 Jesus speaks of going to the Father 
Sat Psalm 93 Praise to God who reigns 

 

 


