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May 3  Greeter and Narthex Neighbor training                   9:00 AM 
Family Craft Day                     1:00-3:00 PM 

May 4  Youth and Family-led Worship                   8:00 and 10:45 AM 
  Congregational interactive conversation on 
  offering our gifts and talents                    9:30 AM 
May 11 Pentecost; Mother’s Day                    8:00 AM 
  and also Confirmation Sunday at                   10:45 AM 
May 18 Congregational conversation: 
  God’s Work, Out Hands (Sierra Pacific Synod)       9:30 AM 
May 25 “Troubles, Troubles” drama in worship                   8:00 and 10:45 AM 
�
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By Pastor  
Anita Warner�

 
Where has God met you lately? This is a 
question that we at Advent are asking one 
another. 
 
God has met me lately where God has met me 
for so long: in the Word. I have a daily 
appointment with God’s Word. Each morning I 
look forward to a time of listening and 
responding in prayer. I read from the Old 
Testament, the Epistles, the Gospels, and a 
reading from someone who has walked the path 
of the Christian faith before, anywhere between 
the 2nd century and the 20th.  
 
One can read the Bible in many ways: as 
literature, history, or theologically. And I do 
read the Bible in all of these ways. But in my 
morning appointment with God’s word, I read it 
devotionally, that is, I expect to hear a word 
from God for me or for us (whoever “us” is at 
the moment). I bring my self and my life and our 
common life as I understand them before the 
word. The Word speaks to me: sometimes 
causing me to re-examine what I thought was 
true, sometimes in affirmation, sometimes in 
warning, sometimes in consolation. 
 
Then, after reading and listening for God’s word 
for that day, I pray. I speak back to God about 
what I have heard. I express my love for God. I 
give thanks. I surrender myself anew to God’s 
will for the day and ask for God’s grace to meet 
whatever the day will bring. I lift up all those for 
whom I am concerned and ask for God’s mercy.  
 

 
And in this exchange of listening and speaking, 
I am met by God. 
 
This, or something similar to it, has been my 
practice my whole adult life. And that is saying 
something, because I like variety and change in 
general. But meeting God in this way is so rich 
that I do not wish to change this! This helps me 
to see how my life is a part of God’s larger story 
of love and meaning for the world. 
 
There are occasionally days when I think I am 
too busy or pressed by time to give much time to 
this appointment with God. When I rush past it, 
I always regret it. I need the challenge and 
correction, encouragement and confirmation of 
the Word for my life! Slowing down to hear and 
respond usually means that God’s grace rather 
than my striving has a chance to predominate 
the day. And that is always a good thing. 
 
P.S. In the months to come you will hear about 
our fall emphasis, “Opening the Book of Faith.” 
You will be invited to a lively engagement with 
scripture, and we will have opportunities to 
learn and grow together in this. 
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Marie W. Juncker,  
Spiritual Director 
 
 

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates 
all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good… .11All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually 
just as the Spirit chooses.”� 1 Corinthians 12:4-
7, 11-12 

At Pentecost we rejoice the coming of the Spirit 
that brings new life to all things.  We celebrate 
that we are each blessed to release this 
transforming power into the world through gifts 
and callings.  What wonder – what joy – what 
grace!!!  

We open our lives to the Spirit that rivers of 
living water might flow forth from our hearts, 
filling all that it touches with the vivifying 
graciousness of God.  When manifesting the 
Spirit, we become part of the mystery of God 
active in creation.  Through the love of Christ, 
we join with God as liberators, opening up the 
realm of God and freeing people from their 
captivity to the ways of the world.   

Imagine each one of us a fountain filled to 
overflowing with living water - that the whole 
world might be filled with the glory of God.  
When we manifest the gifts and callings of the 
Spirit, this is what we become - fountains of 
divine love and grace.   

The world is dry, empty and thirsting for love.  
Yet, if we are not receptive and responsive to 
the Spirit of love, we may become like a dam  

 

holding back the wellspring of new life given 
for all who thirst.  Instead of living water, we 
parch the land before us.  When we do not 
release the flow of the Spirit through our lives, 
the pressure builds up in us and we may seek 
release in ways that are not life-giving.  Yet, 
there is only one true release - to yield to God’s 
love - letting loose this wellspring for the sake 
of the world. 

When our life is free in the Spirit, we spread the 
Good News.  This is our one true vocation being 
subject to the grace and truth of God who 
replenishes the earth with the living water of 
new life given for all people and the whole of 
creation.   

This Pentecost let us open our hearts to the one, 
life-giving Spirit for the manifestation of gifts 
and callings that all might be refreshed in the 
living water of God. 
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Mary Kay Brown, who served as a staff leader 
in Spiritual Gifts Ministry at Advent in 2001 
and 2002, has been attending Virginia 
Theological Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia. 

She will be ordained to the diaconate in the 
Episcopal Church on Saturday, May 24, at a 
service at the National Cathedral in Washington, 
D.C. She and her husband, Mark Boyer, and 
children, Dylan and Abby, continue to live in 
Ashburn, Virginia. The diaconate is a ministry 
of word and service in the Episcopal Church. 
For some, it is a lifelong calling. For others, it is 
a step toward ordination to the priesthood. 

 

We rejoice with Mary Kay! 
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DATE EVENT   TIME $           WHO’S INVITED  
 

May 2  Lost & Found Concert 7pm  $10-$13   All  
 
May 3  Advent Craft Day  1-3pm $10    All  
  Worship Rehearsal 3:00pm 
 

May 4  Youth and Family Led Worship      All  
   

May 6 ALHS  - Cancelled 6:30-8:00pm    HS 
 

May 9 Confirmation Rehearsal 5pm      Confirmands 
  Confirmation Dinner 6pm                        Confirmands & family 
 

May 11 Pentecost   
  Confirmation Sunday 10:45am    
  Mother’s Day 
 

May 13 ALHS   6:30-8:00pm    HS 
 

May 14 Parent Team Meeting 7pm               Interested parents 
 

May 16 3rd...Friday:  6-9pm $10-$12   All   
  Prince Caspian 
 

May 18 Bake and Craft Sale 9am—12pm             Anyone going on trips 
                   this summer 
 

May 20 ALHS   6:30-8:00pm  HS 
 

May 26 Memorial Day 
 

May 27 ALHS event!   6:30pm—   HS 
 
KEY  
 

ALHS = Advent Lutheran High School, Italicized = more information on the following page 
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Lost and Found 

Concert @ Grace Lutheran Church in Palo Alto, CA 
Friday, May 2, 7 pm 

Meet @ Advent to Carpool—5:45 pm 
Or...Just meet us there! 

Sign up on the Family Bulletin Board or to order tickets 
in advance OR visit 

������������	
���
�
	����������
��
���
���������� to 
buy your tickets on-line. 

 

LOST AND FOUND is  
Michael Bridges and George Baum. 
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Family Craft Day 
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Casey Carlson 
Youth & Family 
Minister 

�
 
High Schoolers 
 
 
Tuesday Nights @ 6:30 pm in the youth room – 
Advent Lutheran Youth Group (ALYG) 
9-12 Grades 
 

 

WESTERN STATES YOUTH GATHERING 

Anaheim, CA 

 

The Gathering 
High School Youth Gathering for Grades 9-12 
 
July 29 - August 1, 2008 
Anaheim, CA Hilton Hotel and Anaheim 
Convention Center 
 
Theme: WIRED: Live Connected 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways acknowledge God, and your 
paths will be made straight” Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

$100.00 Deposit is required 

�

�

�
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The prayer ministry at Advent continues – 
through the grace of God and the urging of the 
Holy Spirit – to grow in meaningful expression 
for all that desire prayer.  During Sunday 
morning worship services, as well as the Service 
of Prayer for Peace, Healing and Reconciliation 
offered on the third Monday evening of each 
month at 7:00 PM, prayer ministers are available 
for individual prayer.  We believe all prayer is 
healing – be it joys or concerns; lifting burdens 
of the heart; prayer for self or others – all are 
encouraged to share in prayer with one of the 
prayer ministers.   

Yours in Christ,  
Advent Prayer Ministry   
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Fill the basket at church with a bag, a box or a 
can of beans.  Food items may be brought 
forward during the offering and placed in the 
basket on the chancel (front of the church).  All 
food offerings go to Reach Out, the ecumenical 
hunger pantry in our community, located at St. 
Catherine’s parish. 
 
Dear Friends, 

Your donation of food couldn’t have come at a 
better time. We are buying more food now than 
ever before. The Food Bank is not distributing 
any canned fruit, veggies, or mac & cheese, 
tomato sauce or cereal or milk. 

Thank you so much. 
Joan DellaMaggiore    
Reach Out (food pantry at St. Catherine’s) 

�
 

�
�

�
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·  Please fill out the “Offering of Gifts 
and Talent” Sheets that were included 
in the Sunday bulletins on April 20th, 
April 27 th and May 4th.  Extra forms are 
available in the Narthex.  We are 
updating all the sheets on file.  These 
sheets are kept in the church office to 
make known the Gifts and Talents that 
people have to offer.  This information 
assists in matching people’s gifts with 
the variety of things that we do in and 
through Advent. Whether you have a 
form on file or not please complete this 
newly revised one.  

 
·  Place the completed sheets in the 

basket on the center table in the 
Narthex or on the side table in the 
Berkland Fellowship Hall by Sunday 
May 11th or simply return them to the 
church office in person or by mail.  We 
will follow up during the last week of 
May with those who have not returned 
the sheets.  

 
·  For more information attend the 

Congregational Conversation on May 
4th.  Whether trying to understand what 
sharing of gifts and talents is all about, 
wanting to know what the many 
ministries are in and through Advent and 
how to get involved in them, seeking 
help filling out the sheets, desiring to go 
deeper in discerning gifts and callings or 
anything in between, this time with 
others including leaders in various 
ministries will be of value.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
·  You are part of the fivefold ministry 

of the church.  To learn more about this 
we encourage you to take the APEST 
assessment for $10.00 found at 
www.theforgottenways.org or speak to a 
church staff or council member.  

�

�
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Do you know children who will enter 
kindergarten through 9th grade this September 
who would enjoy acting, singing, dancing and 
creating art for  a week-long program, ending 
with an original musical production? Let them 
know that Advent will be offering 3 CMT 
sessions this summer: 
 
Session I    I’m Blessed    June 16th – 21st 
 
Session II   Spirit of the Universe  July 7th – 12th 
 
Session III  Don’t Shut Us Out  July 14th – 19th 
 
Information flyers and forms are available in the 
Kiosk in the Berkland Fellowship Hall, in the 
church office or online at http://www.advent-
lutheran.org. 
 
You may register by mail. Just mail in your 
completed forms along with payment to Advent 
Lutheran Church.   
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"LIGHT THE WAY"....... 
FREE WILL OFFERING...... 
May 18 - 1:00 p.m. 
  
"Light the Way" is our theme  
submitted by Virginia M  
for our Annual Food and Fellowship 
Tri-Tip BBQ fundraiser on Sunday,  
May 18th at 1:00 p.m.  
(right after church) in Berkland Hall.  
 
Our goal is to raise $4500 to purchase 
three light poles and all the materials  
needed to install the poles in front 
 of our church.  Craig Simberg,  
Dave P. and Mike O. have made a commitment 
to do the installation..........we are soooooo 
thankful and grateful for their help in this 
project. 
  
Our Group has decided to try something a little 
bit different this year so we are not selling 
tickets and we are not having a silent auction so 
please support us by: 
    -     Your attendance 
    -      Advertising our event 

- A Free Will Offering will be taken at the  
      BBQ. 
- Raffle tickets will be sold for $1 each or  

6 for $5 
    -    Prizes donated so far........  
         1 Dinner and 2 Gift Cards 
 
As you can see we are in desperate need of 
"high end" prizes.......and we are asking for your 
help for donations and additional help in the 
following: 
    -    Set-up 
    -    Clean-up 
    -    Decorations 
    -    Kitchen help 

    
    
 
    -    Raffles 
    -    Serving 
    -    BBQers 
    -    Cake pick-up (Costco-Gilroy) 
 
We would like to get as many people involved 
as possible and not only the Food and 
Fellowship Group.......so please "lend a hand".  
This fundraiser will benefit all who come to 
worship with us at Advent.  We continue to 
strive to beautify God's House. Please call me 
(408)778-0995 or e-mail me with your, "I'll be 
happy to lend a hand". 
  
We welcome Dick and Karen S. back to our 
"regular" diners list and we wish Bob Eltgroth 
and Mary Paquet a safe and healthy bike tour of 
the U.S.A. 
  
We continue to "seek" and "ask" for new people 
who love to eat, cook, and have wonderful 
fellowship to join our Food and Fellowship 
Group. 
  
Peace and Blessings, 
Nancy L 
Co-ordinator   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Lutheran Church 
16870 Murphy Ave. 

Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
Mailed in Morgan Hill 
No Subscription Fee 
Monthly Publication 

�
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The Sound And Light 
Team (SALT) is an 
integral part of our 
worship experience. SALT operators adjust 
lighting and microphone levels, offer hearing 
assistance equipment to people, and sometimes 
run projectors or powerpoint presentations. 
Being a part of SALT means that you get to sit 
in the cool booth and fiddle with knobs and 
buttons while serving the whole congregation in 
worship. We need more of you! Marc Northcott 
will offer training to any adults and high school 
youth who would like to serve. Contact him at 
drama@advent-lutheran.org or 779-5815, or talk 
with him on Sunday. Thanks! We need you! 

 

 

 

�
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My sincere thank you for all the prayers and 
warm get well wishes which you have showered 
me with. You have been most kind and I am 
very thankful to all of you. 
 
Thank you from my heart, 
Ellie Pedersen 
 
P.S. I have started radiation and I am doing well. 
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Good late-breaking news! The City of Morgan 
Hill is willing to work with us on a payment 
plan for the in-lieu fee that will help stave off 
much higher fees at a later date for required 
improvements along the Murphy Avenue 
frontage. With a way to responsibly meet this 
liability, our Church Council is moving ahead 
with parking lot repair and front beautification. 
 
How can we all help this move forward? The 
congregation has contributed and raised over 
$30,000, about half of what will be needed for 
this project. Most of us will be receiving some 
economic stimulus payment from the federal 
government in May, June or July. If we all 
contribute all or a portion of that payment 
toward Advent’s parking lot fund, we will close 
the funding gap for this project. Not only that, 
we will be spending this money in a way that 
benefits local business and sharing this money 
for a tangible common good to benefit the 
ministry of our congregation in our community. 
Can we count on your gift? 
 
 

 
 
 
�
�

�



   11                                                  Advent Adventures  
 
 
 
� �
 �� �
������������������
���
 

 
MT.  CROSS  Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of 
Northern California  
 
by Tom D 
 
The Church Council has chosen Mt. Cross as its 
second quarter Mission.  Since 1948, thousands 
of children, youth and adults from over 400 
Lutheran churches in California, Nevada and 
Hawaii have benefited from the opportunities 
for deepening their Christian faith through 
participating in Mt. Cross’s  varied programs of 
Christian Education and training. 
 
On April 20th, Monica Bellizi, current President 
of the Board of Directors, visited Advent to 
bring a “Minute for Mission” with current news 
of the ongoing missions and successful 
operation of the camp. 
 
The continued success of Mr. Cross depends 
largely on gifts and donations for its operational 
expenses so we are encouraging you to consider 
making a donation during this Second Quarter 
as a special thanks from Advent Lutheran 
Church for the life changing blessings 
experienced by so many of our congregation. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
May 18, 2008 
2 pm – 5 pm 

 
Learn the difference between charity and          
advocacy – and why we need them both. 
 
Find out what your congregation can do to 
combat hunger worldwide. 
 
Discover the key to an effective letter to your 
legislators – and actually write one. 
 
Become acquainted with Bread for the World – 
a Christian lobby for the poor. 

 
 
 
 
Keynote Speaker 
Leon Panetta 
 
schedule permitting 

 
 

 
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
8065 Carmel Valley Rd. 
Carmel, CA  93923 
(831) 624-6765 
 
www.stphilipscarmelvalley.com 
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May 1 – 10 
 
Thu Luke 24:44-53 Christ present in all times and  
  places 
Fri  John 8:21-30 Jesus speaks of going to the Father 
Sat Psalm 93 Praise to God who reigns 
 God saves through water 
Sun Acts 1:6-14 Jesus’ companions at prayer 
 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 Sing to God 
 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 God sustains those who suffer 
 John 17:1-11 Christ’s prayer for his disciples 
Mon Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24 High priest Aaron offers sacrifice 
Tues 1 Kings 8:54-75 King Solomon offers sacrifice 
Wed John 3:31-36 The Son and the Father 
Thu Numbers 16:41-50 The high priest Aaron makes  
  atonement 
Fri  1 Peter 3:21-4:11 The baptized life 
Sat Psalm 99 The priests and people praise God 
 
 
 
May 11 - 17 
 
Sun Acts 2:1-21 Filled with the Spirit 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  Renewing the face of the earth 
 1 Corinth 12:3b-13 Varieties of gifts from the same Spirit 
 John 20:19-23 The Spirit poured out 
Mon Joel 2:18-29 God promises the spirit 
Tues Ezekiel 39:7-8, 21-29 God promises the spirit 
Wed John 7:37-39 The coming of the Holy Spirit 
Thu Numbers 11:24-30 All the elders receive the spirit 
Fri  Romans 8:14-27 The life of the Holy Spirit 
Sat Psalm 104:1-9, 24-35 God’s spirit throughout the earth 
 
 
May 18 - 24 
 
Sun Genesis 1:1-2:4a The creation of the heavens and the  
  earth 
 Psalm 8 How exalted is your name 
 2 Corinth 13:11-13 Paul’s farewell 
 Matthew 28:16-20 Living in the community of the Trinity 
Mon Job 38:1-21 The creation story from Job 
Tues Job 38:34-39:4, 
              26-40:5 More of Job’s creation story 

Source:  Between Sundays:  Daily Bible 
Readings Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary;  Gail Ramshaw, 1997. 
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Sing to God, sing praises to his 
name; lift up a song to him who 
rides upon the clouds – his name is 
the Lord – be exultant before him. 

 
    Psalm 68:4�

 

 

May 18 – 24 (con) 
 
Sun Genesis 1:1-2:4a The creation of the heavens and the  
  earth 
 Psalm 8 How exalted is your name 
 2 Corinth13:11-13 Paul’s farewell 
 Matthew 28:16-20 Living in the community of the  
  Trinity 
Mon Job 38:1-21 The creation story from Job 
Tues Job 38:34-39:4,  
               26-40:5 More of Job’s creation story 
Wed John 14:15-31 The Father, the Son, the Spirit 
Thu 1 Kings 8:10-13, 
                  22-30 Solomon’s prayer to God 
Fri  1 Corinth 12:1-13 The Spirit in the community 
Sat Psalm 29 Praise the glory of God 
 
May 25 - 31 
 
Sun Isaiah 49:8-16a God’s motherly compassion 
 Psalm 131 A child upon its mother’s breast 
 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 Servants accountable to God 
 Matthew 6:24-34 The teaching of Christ: trust in God 
Mon Joshua 8:30-35 Joshua renews the Mosaic covenant 
Tues Joshua 24:1-2, 11-28 The Israelites renew the covenant 
Wed Matthew 7:13-20 The narrow gate 
Thu Job 28:12-28 The way of wisdom 
Fri  Romans 3:9-22a All have sinned 
Sat Psalm 52  The wicked and the righteous 

 

 


