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By Pastor
Anita Warner

The Word of God speaks to me.
Together, as a community of faith,
we speak to each other.

In 2007 the ELCA churchwide assembly voted
to embrace an initiative called Book of Faith.
The bold vision for this five-year initiative is

That the whole church become more fluent in
the first language of faith, the language of
Scripture, in order that we might live into our
caling as a people renewed, enlivened,
empowered, and sent by the Word.

This is an exciting invitation for all of us! It is
not a program but a movement toward dwelling
richly in the Word.

Beginning now, we at Advent are inviting
everyone to be a part of this movement.
Wherever you are in relation to Scripture, a

seasoned Bible reader or never having opened

the book before, it is an invitation to join the
conversation, open up Scripture and grow in its
language.

There are many ways to do that — being a part of

a Bible study groupJectio divina group, or
sharing your personal Bible reading with others.
We will offer a courseOpening the Book of
Faith, that is the most exciting new Bible course
for the church | have seen for 20 years. | think
it's exciting because it opens scripture in ways

Advent Adventures

that will be new and accessible to you, whethsg
you have never read the Bible before, or hav
had seminary Bible courses, or (like most) ar
somewhere in the middle.

This course will be offered Sunday mornings
Tuesday mornings, and Wednesday evenings,
hope you will be a part of it!

Here are some of the topics:

God’s Powerful Book

How Can Lutheran Insights Open Up the
Bible?

How Can the Bible Be Studied?
Four study methods are introduced:
Devotional, Literary, Historical,
Lutheran Theological

Putting it into practice: a study of
Exodus 3:1-15

A study of Jeremiah 1:4-19

A study of John 8:31-36

Here are specifics: You can be a part of a
Opening the Book of Faith study by coming

Sunday mornings 9:40-10:25 AM in Berkland
Fellowship Hall, beginning Sept. 14 OR

Tuesday mornings 10:00 — 11:30 AM
in the church Library, beginning Sept. 23

September 21 and 28 will be specia
opportunities to participate in all of the
congregation Bible studies as a part of our “Her
| am, Lord” campaign.

Our Church Council has led the way by having
Advent become a Book of Faith congregatior
and dedicating ourselves to this movement.

Another exciting development is our hosting §
Lutheran World Relief Ingathering the first
weekend in October, led by Marge Johanson ar
Sew Seeds. Opening the book leads to powerf
action and living in many ways...

Open the book! Join the conversation!

Do —=
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Marie W. Juncker,
Spiritual Director

“Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;

and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price. Why do you spend your money
for that which is not bread, and your labour for
that which does not satisfy? Isaiah 5:1-2

This month as we celebrate Labor Day, we
might contemplate how we engage work in our
everyday lives. Do we truly spend our “labor
for that which does satisfy?” Unfortunately, a
high percentage of people engage in work not
because they feel satisfied or called to it, but
merely because they feel they must financial or

social reasons. Work is too often grasped as a e embrace the grace of God's call on ouf

means of income or societal value more than it

is embraced as a means of satisfaction. So many

people find themselves unhappy and unfulfilled
in the activities of their daily lives. | senseghi
lack of fulfilment is because we are not living
God’s grace as we are called.

| often encourage people to employ the true
vocations that God has prepared for them in
engaging life. | describe true vocations as the
unique face of Christ that we are given to reflect
during different times and in the many aspects
of our daily lives. These God given vocations
radiate the light of Christ into the world and the
lives of others. When we are unfulfilled or
“dissatisfied” with our labor, we may well hide
this graced light under a bushel and the gifts of
the Spirit we are given may not be fully
released.

Clearly in our society, people are driven by
circumstance to accept employment or
otherwise engage in activities simply because ¢f
necessity or the desire to conform or be
accepted. The choice to stand against thjs
pressure in the light of Christ is extremely
challenging.

The very fabric of society and culture can at
times make it difficult to choose labor that
satisfies because we end up adhering to the
demands of the world rather than to the gifts and
callings of God.

Oscar Romero, a Salvadoran archbishop
assassinated for his stand against social sin sajid,
“social sin is the crystallization...of individuals’
sins into permanent structures that keeps sin |n
being and makes its force to be felt by the
majority of people.” The driving forces in our
society and culture become like social sin whe
they end up causing people to give up their true
gifts and callings.
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Are we not most satisfied with our labor when

lives? How might we stand up to the pressur
that tempts to pull us from this grace? How
might we be freed to choose the life that bring
forth living water; the life that chooses God ove
mammon,; the life that heeds the words of th
prophet Isaiah and drinks of the wine and milK
that comes without price?
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We can by coming together in faith. Together in
faith, we are emboldened to form a community
awake to the Living Word and responsive to th¢
Holy Spirit. Together in faith, we support one
another in expressing a vital faith life that
although in the world is not of it. Together in
faith, we spur one another to know Christ and tp
seek God’s kingdom first. Together in faith, we
encourage one another to give over our lives and
labor to God for the sake of our neighbor, our
communities and the world.
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Supporting one another to discover and embrace

our unique and true vocations given in Christ is
a gift of the church. Open and responsive to
God’s grace, we heed the words in
Deuteronomy that invite us to chose life that we
and our descendants might live, loving the Lord
our God, obeying him and holding fast to him.
Through our engagement with the Book of Faith
and the life of the Spirit, we become like a river
that pours out living water to a thirsting world.

As a faith community alive with God’s grace,

we recognize and give expression to our true
gifts and callings throughout our daily lives.

We spur one another to be like instruments
awake to the Word and attuned to the Spirit,
employing our God given vocations that open
up the kingdom for all people and the whole of
creation.

September is back-to-school month, so our food
of the month is PEANUT BUTTER AND
JELLY! When you shop for your own food,
pick up a jar of peanut butter and a jar of jam or
jelly. Maybe you’'ve even made your own fruit

jams or preserves from the summer’s abundance

and would like to share them with the hungry in
our community. Food items may be brought
forward during the offering and placed in the
basket on the chancel (front of the church). All
food offerings go to Reach Out, the ecumenical
hunger pantry in our community, located at St.
Catherine’s parish.

All are invited to join our Fall Bible Study,
"Opening The Book Of Faith" led by Pastor
Warner , beginning on 09-23-08 at 10 AM to
11:30 AM every Tuesday at the Church.

What is the Book of Faith Initiative?

The Book of Faith initiative invites the whole
church to become more fluent in the first languag
of faith, the language of Scripture, in
order that we might live into our calling as a
people renewed, enlivened, empowered and s€
by the Word. This is an initiative of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

The Bible is a book of faith

The Bible is the written Word of God that createq
and nurtures faith through the work of the Holy
Spirit  and points us to Christ, the
incarnate Word and center of our faith. The Biblg
invites us into a relationship with God, making
demands on our lives and promising us life ir
Christ. The Bible tells the stories of people lyin

their faith over the centuries and, through itg
demands and promises, forms us as a people
faith.

The language of Scripture is our first language
of faith

The language of the Bible becomes our languagg.

It shapes how we think and speak about Goq
about the world, and about ourselves. We becon
renewed, enlivened, and empowered as th
language of Scripture forms our hearts, our minds
our community conversation, and our
commitments.

We have a calling as the people of God
Part of our calling is to know, hear, share, and b,
rooted in Scripture. We are renewed, enlivened
empowered and sent by the Word.
As we live into our calling as people who arg
formed by Scripture, we become renewed in oU
faith, enlivened through the Spirit, and
empowered through the cross of Christ to serv
God and neighbor.
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5 Advent Adventures

CONFIRMATION BEGINS!

Sept. 17 6:30PM - 8:30PM Lesson 1 and Family fektlu Fellowship
Sept. 20 10:00AM - 4:00PM FIRST YEAR DAY RETREAT Fellowship
Sept. 24 7:00PM - 8:30PM Lesson 2 Room 2
ALHS BEGINS! (That's Advent Lutheran High School, mean)
Sept. 8 7:00PM - 8:30PM Fellowship Event Youth Rm.
Sept. 15 7:00PM - 8:30PM Prayer & Healing Service Sanctuary
Sept. 22 7:00PM - 8:30PM Jesus & Justice Youth Rm
Sept. 29 7:00PM - 8:30PM World Religion/Cult Study Youth Rm.
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7 Advent Adventures

, Most recently, she went all over Ireland with g
By Valerie Sacks group of friends.
Rosemary P. is a multi-faceted individual who is
very warm and friendly, genuinely interested in
others, who is fun to be around. If you don'
know her and see you have some commagn
interests, I'd be happy to introduce you to her.

September 7 @ 9:40 am

Renewal is a documentary collection of storie
of faith communities in America who are
answering a spiritual call to confront the
enormous challenges of environmenta
Rosemary P. is a native of lowa and has been a degradation. From within their Christian,
member of Advent since 1991, not counting  jewish, Buddhist and Muslim traditions, these

four years that she lived in Oregon. She has men, women and children are finding ways to
been a member of four other Lutheran churches. pecome caretakers of the earth.

Rosemary is on the Altar Guild and makes the

communion bread for our service from time to  wjith great courage they are re-examining wha
time. She also is a server here frequently on it means to be human and how we choose to live
Tuesday nights for the Community Table on this planet. The religious-environmenta
dinner. movement grows as people from diverse

_ - traditions work to build a sustainable future.
She enjoys babysitting her great grandson, Cole, Renewais their story.

and is an active volunteer at St. Louise hospital.

In her spare time, she is a fabulous gardener This is the final week of sharing stories on the
with tomatoes and green beans (which her pig screen in the sanctuary at 9:40 AM. Thes
vegetarian dog ate last year). She is also ifito al  peautifully told and produced stories are a gift ¢

kinds of crafts: knitting, sewing, quilting,  share and may encourage us in our ow
reading, just about anything interests her! She is caretaking of the earth.

an avid dog-lover-just ask her about her cocker
spaniel, Josie.
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Her greatest blessing in life is her family. She Advent Lutheran Church
cooks and bakes for them. | can personally, 16870 Murphy Ave.
highly recommend her jams, jellies and pickles. Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Mailed in Morgan Hill
The most important person in her life is her No Subscription Fee
daughter, who lives in the area and has always Monthly Publication

been a source of great love.




We are blessed to have Pastor Karen Soli
(pronounced CAH-ren SO-lee) as the
Stewardship Key Leader working with our
congregation as the Stewardship Key Leader this
fall. We will meet Pastor Soli the weekend of
September 27 (training campaign leaders) and
September 28 (in worship) to kick off our
annual giving response and three-year debt
reduction campaigns. This campaign will invite
each of us to make a faith response in planning
our giving to our ministry and mission.

Pastor Karen L. Soli has been a pastor for thirty
years and in professional church work for thirty-

senior pastor, as well as small and medium sized
congregations as solo pastor, and has also
worked as an interim pastor for her synod.
These churches have been in central, western,
and northern Minnesota. She is now serving in
a part time call as Interim Senior Pastor to
Messiah New Hope Lutheran Church, a 15-year
old Mission Development Congregation on the
eastern edge of Sioux Falls, SD. She began her
ministry career as a Christian Education
Director in larger urban and suburban
congregations.

She received her undergraduate degree from St.
Olaf College and her M.Div. degree from the
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Gettysburg
and was part of their Lutheran House of Studies
in Washington, D.C. In 1998 she was awarded a
Doctor of Ministry in Preaching through the
Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. In
1997-2003 she served a six-year term as a
member of the ELCA Church Council, the
governing board of this denomination, and has
held many other leadership positions in synods
and the wider church.

8 Advent Adventures

In her ministry Pastor Soli has focused or
helping congregations become Vvital, caring
communities that make the good news of Chrig
known in word and deed. She has assisted :
the congregations she has served in growth

stewardship as a part of that emphasis. She R
worked with building projects and capital fund
campaigns in several of the congregations sH
has served including the Mission
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Redevelopment Congregation in Sioux Falls sh
served for eight years before leaving a fe
months ago. She started with the ELC

Stewardship Key Leader Program in 2005. She

is also an Adjuct Professor of Preaching
Sioux Falls Seminary.

Pastor Soli is married to Joseph Holt, a retire
Presbyterian pastor, and together they have tw
daughters. One is almost 21 and a junior g

six years. She has served large congregations as Augustana College and the other is 28 an
attends the University of Minnesota and works

with food guru, Andrew Zimmern, in

Minneapolis, Minnesota. She has three olde
stepsons and three grandchildren who live i
ldaho Falls, Idaho.

Helping congregations and individual Christians
reach for the vision to which God is calling

them is a motivating force for Pastor Soli. She

takes great interest in equipping and
encouraging people for their ministry and
serving in Jesus’ name. Helping individuals an
congregations discover the joy of generou
giving and what it can do to advance God’g

kingdom is a true joy. She has seen first hand

that often people are able to grow spiritually
only when they begin to grow in their
stewardship of God'’s gifts of grace.
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9 Advent Adventures

God has blessed each of us with so much.
quilt, a school kit, or a bar of soap is not a big
deal to you or me. But it is the world to the ong
who will receive it. It may be the only gift they
will ever receive. You can make the difference!

Questions: Contact Marge J.

On October 3-4, Advent will be host to a LWR
“Ingathering”; we are a drop-off site for LWR

material resource donations...quilts and Kkits.
Advent will have a truck parked at our church to
receive quilts and kits from ELCA and LCMS

churches. This is the first ever Ingathering in
Northern California, and it allows churches to
donate items without having to incur heavy

shipping costs in the process. Sept. 12-14, 2008

LWR partners with organizations in 35
countries to reduce poverty and injustice by
helping communities increase and expand the
resources they need to live productive, healthy
and empowered lives. Quilts, made by
volunteers, like our Sew Seeds group, and health
kits, school kits, soap, sewing kits, and layettes,
help bring dignity, cleanliness, and opportunities
to learn.

The Reformed Jewish congregation of Sout
County has its own Temple for the first time,
17835 Monterey Street in Morgan Hill. Advent
is invited to celebrate with our neighbors.

Friday, Sept. 12
5:00 PM  Ribbon Cutting by the Morgan Hill

Chamber of Commerce
Advent is pleased to announce that Brenda 7:30 PM  Gather on the Temple lawn. Join us

Meier, Director for Parish and Community as we escort our Torahs into our
Engagement at LWR, will be here for our Sanctuary prior to the beginnafig
Ingathering. Just back from a trip to Ghana in services.

West Africa, Brenda will be part of our Oct'5 7:45 PM  Shabbat Services & Dedication with
Sunday Services to share with us all what we Reception following

can do for LWR.
Sunday, September 14
So, what can you do?

See the supply list in this newsletter 12 noon —3:00 PM

and donate these items. Meet & Greet Dignitaries, Community]
Be willing to help on Oct 3-4 when Leaders and Clergy

asked. Advent will need hands to load

boxes into the truck. We may need Join us for light refreshments and a
some food donations. tour of the facilities. A short program
Come and hear Brenda Meier speak begins at 1:30.

about LWR at our Oct "5 Sunday
Services and 9:40 forum.

A1
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Sunday, September fom 9:30-10:30aM

Meet the Teachers, Visit the Classrooms, ReviewCileiculum, Games, Food & Fellowship

Pre-School - Grade 2/ Room 12 — 13
The philosophy of ‘Godly Play’ understands thatchlildren have had some experiences with the mysi
of God, but may lack the language, permission amderstanding to integrate their spirituality inteet
fabric of their lives. ‘Godly Play’ teach childreéhe art of using religious language (parables,exhstories,
liturgical actions, silence, gestures and mordjdip interpret what happens in their daily lives.

#$%&  #% "

Grades 3 -5/ Room 10

God speaks and we live. These lessons clearlyal#imreality of God working in lives. It's not jusbout
telling a Bible Story; it's about helping childremderstand the story, applying the concept to tines
and hearing the good news of a journey with Christ.

$% # % &"

Grades 6 — 8 / Room 2 / South Youth Room

Some topics don’t mean the world to a junior higlieey are the world. Friends, embarrassment,dasn-
whatever the issue — there’s a character in thieBiiih a relevant story to tell. ‘Wild Truth Bibleessons’
are based on real people who did wild things fod Go

( %&) %*" )+ ) -

Grades 9 — 12 / Room 1 / North Youth Room
A view of the life of Jesus and the Christian Biecording to the Gospel writer, Luke.

&%& ) *1% "
Adults / Fellowship Hall

For more information, contact Sunday School Supendents Nancy S.

er
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Please consider donating some or all of these
items for our Confirmation Class to assemble
health kits, school kits, sewing kits, quilts, spap
and baby layettes. See the display every Sunday

Advent Adventures

in the Berkland Fellowship Hall. Advent's goal

is to send 50 quilts, 20 health kits, 20 school
kits, 15 sewing kits, 10 baby layettes, and 50
bars of soap; we need your items by end of

September. You can help make this happen!

spiral notebooks

blunt scissors

30-centimeter rulers

pencil sharpeners

unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
erasers approximately 2-1/2" long
colored construction papers

box of 16 or 24 crayons

three yards of 44" or 45" cotton or
cotton-blend fabric and one spool of
matching thread, 300 yards

four yards of 36" cotton or cotton-blend
fabric and one spool of matching thread,
300 yards

needles for hand sewing

individual cards of 6 more more
matching buttons, size 1/2” to 5/8”
new or gently used shirts or Onesies®
sizes 3 months to 24 months

new or gently used gowns or sleepers
(with or without feet) sizes 3 months to
24 months

new or gently used receiving blankets

new or gently used cloth diapers, flat
fold preferred

new or gently used sweater or sweatshirt
sizes 3 months to 24 months

new or gently used cotton washcloths for
babies

bath-size gentle bar soaps (4-5 0z.)
diaper pins

hand towel, dark color recommended
washcloth, dark color recommended
adult-size toothbrush in its original
packaging

comb, wide tooth preferred

metal nail file or nail clippers with file
attached

Band-Aids® (or similar brand),
preferably 1/2" to 3/4"

cotton fabric, washed if not new
used, washed mattress pads

used, washed blankets

used, washed sheets

Funeral: Edward Zuchowski
August 6, 2008

Funeral: Karen Havens
August 24, 2008
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Many thanks go to Mike O., Judy and Craig S.,
and Dave P. for installing our new parking lot
lights, and to the Food and Fellowship Group and
all who contributed to raising funds to purchase
these lights.
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September 1 -6

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

September 7 - 13

2 Sam 11:2-26 David sins

2 Sam 11:27b-12:15 Nathan rebukes David
Matthew 12:22-32  Jesus comes to cast out Satan
Jeremiah 17:5-18  The vindication of the righteous
Revelation 3:1-13  Rewarding those with endurance
Psalm 17 The righteous shall see God

Sun

Mon
Tues

Wed

Thu

Fri
Sat

September 14 - 20

Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

The prophet’s responsibility

The path of your commandment
Live honorably as in the day
Reconciliation in the community
of faith

Lev 4:27-31; 5:14-16 Atoning for sin in the community

Deuteronomy 17:2-13unishment for sin in the

community

Matthew 21:18-22  Jesus teaches about communal
prayer

Lev 16:1-5, 20-28  The scapegoat cleanses the
community

Romans 13:1-7
Psalm 119:65-72

Obeying authority
The law humbles me

Sun

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

Genesis 50:15-21  Joseph reconciles with his
brothers

Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13The LORD is full of compassion
and mercy

Diversity in the community of fait]
Matthew 18:21-35 A parable of forgiveness
Genesis 37:12-36  Joseph’s brothers sin against hin
Genesis 41:53-42:17 Joseph acts harshly against thern
Matthew 6:7-15 Forgiving one another
Genesis 45:1-20 Joseph forgives his brothers
Romans 14:13-15:2 Building each other up
Psalm 133 How good it is to live in unity

Romans 14:1-12

o o

September 21 - 27

Sun Jonah 3:10-4:11 God’s concern for Nineveh
Psalm 145:1-8 The LORD is slow to anger
Philippians 1:21-30 Standing firm in the gospel
Matthew 20:1-16 The parable of the vineyard

workers

Mon Genesis 27:1-29 The younger son gets the blessing

Tues Genesis 28:10-17  God blesses the runaway Jacob

Wed Matthew 19:23-30  The last will be first

Thu Isaiah 41:1-13 God will be with last

Fri Romans 16:1-20 Workers in the church of Rome

Sat Psalm 106:1-12 God’s mercy

September 28 - October 4

Sun Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32The fairness of God’s way
Psalm 25:1-9 God’s compassion and love
Philippians 2:1-13  Christ humbled to the point of

death
Matthew 21:23-32 A parable of doing God'’s will

Mon Judges 16:1-22 Samson asked about his strength

Tues Judges 16:23-31 Samson prays to do God's will

Wed Matthew 9:2-8 Jesus’ authority

Thu Joshua 4:1-10, 19-24Joshua leads the people God'’s

way

Fri Philippians 1:3-30  Proclaiming Christ

Sat Psalm 28 Prayer to do God’s will

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is
within me, bless his holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not
forget all his benefits—

who forgives all your iniquity, and who
heals all your diseases,

who redeems your life from the Pit, who
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

who satisfies you with good as long as you
live so that your youth is renewed like the
Eagle’s.

Psalm 103:1-5

Source: Between Sundays: Daily Bible
Readings Based on the Revised Common
Lectionary, Gail Ramshaw, 199
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‘MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE”

ADVENT WOMEN'S
BIBLE STUDY

A new study is beginning!

“The Hidden Hand of God:
“Wisdom Stories from Ruth,
Daniel and Esther”

from Lutheran Women Today

Ruth: The Journey Begins
Theme verse: Ruth 1:16b-17
Wednesday, September 10, 2008

Fellowship: 10:00 AM
Bible study: 10:30 AM

All women are invited!
Please join us, and bring a guest!




