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By Pastor  
Anita Warner�

 
This fall has been an intense time in the world 
and in our country. The intensity of presidential 
politics and a troubled economy cause anxiety 
for so many. Many wonder what all of the large-
scale issues in the news will mean for them. 
Christians also wonder what these things will 
mean for our neighbors near and far. 
 
In all that is happening, I believe we need to 
hear anew the invitation to live in the grace of 
Christ. Faith is saying yes to living in that grace. 
“Faith is the yes of the heart, a confidence on 
which one stakes one’s life,” Martin Luther 
spoke in a sermon in 1540. 
 
Grace Brame wrote, “In just one sentence, 
Luther summarizes the life of faith. He tells us 
that faith is primarily living trust in a faithful 
God, a God to whom we can say yes by the 
wondrous power of grace. That yes is said not 
by our lips alone, but by the heart, the deepest 
part of us. Yet we recognize that in living out 
our affirmation, we may even risk our lives” 
(Faith, the Yes of the Heart, Augsburg, 1999). 
 
Faith is what allows a deep yes to God when 
anxiety is near to us. In faith we live before God 
without shame. “Here I Am, Lord,” we say, in 
many respects.  
“Here I am: You already know me. I know you. 
Thank you for loving me. I love you.”  
“Here I am: forgive me. Change my ways 
through your powerful Spirit.” 
“Here I am: I am yours. Lead me to trust you. 
Thank you. Loosen  my  grip on  what I  think is  

 
mine in life and lead me to give with generosity 
and cheerfulness.” 
“Here I am: having taken a step of discipleship, 
I will follow you. Use me and all that I have and 
am for your mission of redeeming our world.” 
 
You will hear and receive more communication 
about the “Here I Am, Lord” stewardship 
program for Advent through this month. Let us 
keep thinking, praying, and speaking together 
about stewardship as a part of our faith and 
discipleship, and not a way of paying the bills. 
We are right to say to each other: this is about 
faith in God’s grace at work in our lives and our 
congregation. 
 
This month brings an abundance of gifts we 
celebrate as gifts and fruits of faith: 
 

�  Lutheran World Relief leader Brenda 
Meier with us October 3-5 as we 
reach out to other churches in 
together supporting people in need 
around the world 

�  A special 35th Anniversary 
celebration weekend October 11-12, 
celebrating the beautiful gift of the 
faith community of Advent Lutheran 

�  Opening the Book of Faith Sunday 
course beginning October 19 

�  Celebrating the gift of the Lutheran 
identity and heritage, and the great 
gift of relationship with God by 
grace through faith, on October 26, 
Reformation Sunday 

 
What a gift it is to be in Christ and together in 
grace! 

�
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Marie W. Juncker,  
Spiritual Director 
 
 
“ Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we 
speak of these things in words not taught by human 
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual things to those who are spiritual. Those 
who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s 
Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are 
unable to understand them because they are 
discerned spiritually. Those who are spiritual 
discern all things, and they are themselves subject 
to no one else’s scrutiny. ‘For who has known the 
mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?’  But we 
have the mind of Christ.”�1Corinthians 2:12-16 

Martin Luther said that “Where the Spirit does 
not open the Scripture, the Scripture is not 
understood even though it is read.” And so I 
believe it is for all things of God in our lives.  
We know that God is in and through and under 
all things.  Yet, we are not able to fully 
appreciate God’s presence or understand life 
from a spiritual perspective without embracing 
the gift of the Spirit.  It is the Spirit who 
illumines the abiding grace and truth of God in 
our midst.  When we are receptive and 
responsive to the Spirit, we put on the mind of 
Christ and participate in the resounding glory of 
God found in all of creation. 

Because a true understanding of reality is only 
possible in the Spirit, we are encouraged to 
listen for this “still small voice.”  By heeding 
this essential voice of God in all things, we are 
taken beyond our human understanding to where 
we discern life spiritually.  From this vantage 
our faith is deepened and we are freed to give 
our lives over to the mysterious and generous 
ways of God. 

 
In contrast when we do not pay attention to the 
Spirit, we go about our days acting from our 
own limited human power and perception.  Even 
our valiant attempts at piety fall short from this 
standpoint.  Only by the Spirit are our eyes 
opened up to the grace of creation alive with 
God, only by the Spirit are our hearts filled with 
faith in that which is true, only by the Spirit are 
we empowered to live out this grace and truth in 
our daily lives.             
 
What a gift the Spirit is in leading us to 
encounter life anew! What a joy to be awakened 
by this gift to the radiant glory of God among 
us!  As a faith community, we can encourage 
one another in attending to this one true voice 
amid the myriad of distractions that entice us.  
We can support one another to listen for and 
follow the Spirit’s leadings in the diverse ways 
that the grace and truth of God touches our 
lives.   
 
We honor Christ by embracing the gifts and 
callings of the Spirit in every aspect of our lives.  
By our participation in the life of the Spirit we 
draw closer to Christ, becoming his companions 
in singing God’s praise and bearing divine gifts 
that part the veil to God’s reign on earth as in 
heaven.  
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Every day we make investments.  We invest in ourselves, each other, and our life style.  

Even though particular investments are mainly concerned with relationships, those relationships 
inevitably lead us toward monetary investment.  We go out for coffee, buy birthday presents, meet 
for lunch, or any of the other many ways our money gets involved.  Of course we all know of one 
person or another who goes straight to the money angle when it comes to their relationships either 
by attempting to buy friendships with gifts or take advantage of their friendships by always seeming 
to forget their wallet.  Money always gets involved one way or another.  Of course in a perfect 
world it would be nice to say that money doesn’t matter.  But it does.  How we use our money in 
our lives says huge amounts about who we are, who we want to be, and what we value. 

This year our high school students are preparing to attend the ELCA National Youth 
Gathering which will take place in New Orleans this July of 2009.  Those who have organized this 
gathering have been particularly intentional about how the gathering is viewed.  A major example is 
in their basic description of the gathering.  It is obvious throughout all of the materials that this is 
meant to be an event for our youth that is more of a servant school than a Lutheran youth revival.  
One quote from the website says, “At the center of this Gathering will be a deepening of our 
awareness of God’s call to servanthood and a deepening of the basic Christian practices by which 
we live out the baptismal calling to servanthood.”  This quote is important because it shifts the 
focus away from the gathering being a chance to go out and have a great time to the gathering being 
a chance for youth to explore and better understand God’s calling to us in the world.  New Orleans 
is a glaring example of how our actions affect others and our world.  Many youth in particular have 
been moved to make a change or do something to help.  This youth gathering provides them with 
the opportunity to serve, but also to reframe their perspective of the world and focus on what it 
means to be a servant. 

One of the greatest factors on which this youth group and our chaperones will be dependent 
is money.  Though this opportunity to serve is exciting, once-in-a-lifetime, and most definitely life 
changing; money may keep us from being a part of it at all.  The youth are committed to fulfilling 
our goal to get there and do something.  The youth are invested in our world and each other.  They 
want to actively be part of the effort to heal the wounds of a sick community and environment.  
Often people speak about our youthful generation as energetic, optimistic, resilient, surprising, and 
hopeful.  What better way to harness these attitudes than to provide them with an opportunity to 
work from their strengths, grow in faith, and live their faith?   

Please consider the ways that you may be able to invest in our youth whether through 
strengthening your individual relationship with them, praying, monetary gifts, teaching, 
chaperoning, or any other number of things.  Together, as we discover our personal value, the value 
of the other members of this congregation, and the value of this congregation’s facilities, we can 
consider where our greatest investments lie and how we can make the changes necessary to keep 
our investments growing and alive. 
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Martin and Oom H. have lived here in Morgan 
Hill since 2003. Martin grew up in Hawaii and 
he came to the Bay area in 1991. Oom is a 
native of  Thailand.They have a four month old 
named Isaac. You may remember his baptism 
here at Advent about a month ago! 
 
Oom is very busy taking care  of Isaac and is 
trying to wrap up her work as a graphic artist, so 
she can devote all of her time to Isaac. She's 
going to be a full time mom soon. 
 
Martin is a mathematician and programmer. He 
won a science and engineering fair when  he 
lived in Hawaii. He is also an avid boater and 
has competed with Starboats with a friend (who 
is in the Olympics, competing in the boating 
event!). Martin is also musically inclined, 
playing the keyboard and cello. 
 
Oom and Martin came to Advent because they 
have a background in the Lutheran Church and 
they liked the pastor and the congregation. 
We're delighted to have such interesting and 
talented people join us. They certainly do enrich 
our church family. 
 

 
 

�
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Advent will be hosting Brenda Meier, the 
Director for Parish and Community Engagement 
at Lutheran World Relief, the first weekend of 
October. 
 
This weekend-long celebration starts on Friday, 
Oct 3, which is the first of a 2-day Ingathering.  
An Ingathering is when churches from all over 
northern California bring their quilts and kits to 
Advent to be consolidated on a delivery truck.  
Ms. Meier, along with the Advent Sew Seeds 
group, will receive these items from over 20 
churches.  The quilts and kits will travel from 
here to the LWR warehouse in Minnesota, and 
eventually to LWR partners in 23 countries.  We 
expect over 1.5 tons will be collected at Advent 
both Oct 3rd  (10a-4p) and Oct 4th   (10a-2p).  
You are invited to stop by at the Ingathering to 
see what it’s all about!   
 
On October 5th, Ms. Meier will be delivering the 
message during our church services, and also 
sharing during the Sunday School hour about 
the mission of Lutheran World Relief.   Our 
sanctuary will be “decorated” with the 50+ 
quilts that our Sew Seeds group assembled in 
just 7 months!  Be sure to be part of this 
celebration!    
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In July of this year, the Church Council 
informed you of the completion of the parking 
lot and the current cash on-hand after payment 
of various parking lot expenses.   

As of the date of this writing, the church has 
approximately 2 weeks of cash remaining to pay 
for all of its liabilities.  These liabilities include 
salary, all operations and all ministries. 

Without your immediate help, the church will 
need to decide which bills it can pay and those 
bills which it cannot pay. 

Please don’t let this happen by making your 
generous contribution as soon as possible.  It 
takes about $50,000 per month for the church to 
meet its obligations for both operating expenses 
and the monthly mortgage. 

Thank you. 

Respectfully, 

 
The Advent Lutheran Church Council 
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As fall sets in the food of the month is canned 
vegetables.  Food items may be brought forward 
during the offering and placed in the basket on 
the chancel (front of the church).  All food 
offerings go to Reach Out, the ecumenical 
hunger pantry in our community, located at St. 
Catherine’s parish. 

�
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Come celebrate! 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, October 11 
 
2:00 – 4:00 PM      Church work day for all ages 
         Projects for many skill levels  
                              are available. 
4:00 – 5:00 PM      “Build-a-Banner” activity 
5:30 – 7:00 PM      Chili Cook-off youth  
                              fundraiser 
 
Sunday, October 12 
 
8:00 & 10:45 AM  
Anniversary worship celebrating charter 
members and new members 
Founding Pastor Gary Berkland preaches 
 
9:30 AM   
Bring stories, artifacts, photographs or great 
memories to share with others during a special 
fellowship time at Advent Lutheran Church. 
 
Whether you are new to the congregation or not; 
whether you have come recently or not; 
everyone is invited to the celebration! 
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Hi Fellow Diners and Foodies, 
 
We ended our summer with a Korean BBQ at 
The House of Lee and enjoyed a beautiful 
afternoon with perfect weather and Food and 
Fellowship.  We now begin our last "round" of 
dining (Sept, Oct and Nov) before the holidays 
and our winter party in January '09.  We 
welcome Sharon L., Audie P., Paul and Debe S. 
as new members of our group and say goodbye 
to Mark and Susan G. as they get ready to open 
their new venture "Gaslight Theatre" in 
February in Gilroy.   
 
I have been asked by Pastor and the Church 
Council to organize a meal for "Here I Am 
Lord" (Commitment Sunday) November 9th.    
Here are my tentative plans and a heads up to 
everyone and as always I welcome ideas and 
comments to make this event successful: 
 
-    Congregational potluck 
-    Create a phone call committee to contact 
everyone and get a commitment 
     to participate 
-    Alphabetical assignment of potluck 
food.....i.e...... 
        -    A-H (salads) 
        -    I-Q (casserole or entree) 
        -    R-Z (Desserts) 
    You can certainly "switch" with someone 
else, just let me know 
-    Organize a committee for set-up, kitchen and 
clean-up help 
 
I ask for full participation and cooperation from 
everyone here at Advent to lend a hand and say 
"Here I Am, Lord". 
 
Did you all feel the elation and joy and a sense 
of "WE DID IT!" when you entered our new 
paved parking lot this summer and then to look  
 

 
up and see our beautiful  new pole  lights in 
what used to be "Lake Advent" and other 
strategic places.......well, I certainly did!  We, 
the people of Advent answered the call from our 
Church Council to raise at least 30k so that we 
could get started on the project.......we raised 
33k and the project got started and then 
completed by borrowing from our building 
fund.........we must now pay back what we 
borrowed.   
 
The leaders of our church care about what you 
think as well as your needs and 
suggestions.......this reflects in the way they are 
taking a lot of their own time in starting this 
campaign.  I urge you all to welcome this 
opportunity to talk about our mission and let 
your voice be heard in whatever subject it may 
be.  This is your chance to make a 
difference.........don't pass it up!........."HERE I 
AM, LORD" 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Nancy L. 
Coordinator 
 
 
 
 

�������������
��
 
 
Wedding:  
 

Mary Vargas and Justin Lupina 
September 20, 2008 
 
Baptism:  
 

Jack Patrick Carlson 
September 21, 2008 
Parents: Caleb and Jill Carlson 
Sponsors: Mark and Natalie Lodewyk 
September 21, 2008 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

As you know, the Bible is 
a very important book for 
our whole culture, and is 
central to the Lutheran faith. 
 

A group of us will be gathering soon to begin 
opening this book of faith together. We don't 
pretend to have all the answers, but we do want to 
share what the Bible means to us and how it may 
be able to speak to our lives. 
 

Some in this group may have spent a good deal of 
time with the Bible. Many of us haven't read it as 
much as we might like. But together we hope to 
come to it anew, as if opening this book for the 
first time. We would be very pleased if you could 
join us. 
 

Pastor Warner is our study leader and I am her 
assistant. We gather at the Church on Tuesday 
mornings at 10AM to 11:30 AM. 
 
May God give you His Grace and Peace, 
Francis Arnone 
 
francis_gilroy@yahoo.com 
 
The Sunday morning study, “Opening the 
Book of Faith”, will begin on October 19 and 
will be led by Allen Siverson. 
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Lara Janssen will be ordained to the 
Ministry of Word and Sacrament 

at 
First Lutheran Church 

623 Kasan Avenue 
Volga, South Dakota 

 
On October 19, 2008 

at 10:45 AM 
 

Lara has accepted a call as Pastor of The 
Lutheran Church of the Cross in Rialto, 

California. 
 

Lara’s new address after October 26 will be 
Lara Janssen 

7950 Etiwanda Ave. Apt. #44201 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91739 

 
Lara is a member of Advent who attended 

Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. She is 
being ordained at her home congregation. Lara 

did her Teaching Parish work at Advent in 
2004-05, and her internship year in Mexico 

City. 
 

If you would like to contribute to an ordination 
gift for Lara from Advent, please make checks 

payable to Advent with a notation “Lara 
Janssen” by October 9. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   10                                                  Advent Adventures  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October  1 - 4 
 
Wed Matthew 9:2-8 Jesus’ authority 
Thu Joshua 4:1-10, 19-24 Joshua leads the people God’s  
  way 
Fri  Philippians 1:3-30 Proclaiming Christ 
Sat Psalm 28 Prayer to do God’s will 
 
 
 

October 5 - 11 
 
Sun Isaiah 5:1-7 The song of the vineyard 
 Psalm 80:7-15 Look down from heaven, O God 
 Philippians 3:4b-14 Nothing surpasses knowing Christ 
 Matthew 21:33-46 The parable of the vineyard  
  owner’s son 
Mon Ezekiel 19:10-14 A lament for Israel the vine 
Tues Isaiah 27:1-6 God will save Israel the vine 
Wed John 7:40-52 Some accept, others reject Christ 
Thu Solomon 8:5-14 A love song for the vineyard 
Fri  1 Peter 2:4-10 Christ, the cornerstone 
Sat Psalm 144 Prayer for blessing 
 
 
 

October 12 - 18 
 
Sun Isaiah 25:1-9 The feast of victory 
 Psalm 23 You spread a table before me 
 Philippians 4:1-9 Rejoice in the Lord always 
 Matthew 22:1-14 The parable of the unwelcome  
  guest 
Mon Exodus 19:7-20 God meets Moses on the mountain 
Tues Amos 9:5-15 God will restore Israel on the  
  mountain 
Wed John 6:25-35 God will feed the believer 
Thu Solomon 7:10-8:4 Love like rich fruit 
Fri  Philippians 3:13-4:1 Hold fast to Christ 
Sat Psalm 34 Taste and see 
 
   

Source:  Between Sundays:  Daily Bible 
Readings Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary;  Gail Ramshaw, 1997. 
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Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, and like living stones, let 
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 

                    
                                                             1 Peter 2:4-5�

 

October 19 - 25 
 
Sun Isaiah 45:1-7 An earthly ruler works God’s will 
 Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] Ascribe to the LORD honor and  
  power 
 1 Thess1:1-10 Thanksgiving for the church at  
  Thessalonica 
 Matthew 22:15-22 A teaching about the emperor and  
  God 
Mon Daniel 3:1-30 Three men disobey King  
  Nebuchadnezzar 
Tues Daniel 6:1-28 Daniel disobeys King Darius 
Wed Matthew 17:22-27 Jesus pays the temple tax 
Thu Deut 17:14-20 The limitations on royal authority 
Fri  Rev 18:1-10, 19-20 The fall of Babylon 
Sat Psalm 98 God reigns 
 
October 26 – November 1 
 
Sun Jeremiah 31:31-34  I will write my law in their hearts 
 Psalm 46 The God of Jacob is our  
  stronghold 
 Romans 3:19-28 Justified by God’s grace as a gift 
 John 8:31-36 The truth will set you free 
Mon 1 Samuel 2:27-36 Hope for a better priesthood 
Tues Ezekiel 13:1-16 False prophets condemned 
Wed Matthew 23:13-28 Woe to the scribes and Pharisees 
Thu Malachi 1:6-2:9 False and true priests 
Fri  1 Thess 2:13-20 Words to the church 
Sat Psalm 5 God blesses the righteous 

 

 



   11                                                  Advent Adventures  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE” 
 

 ADVENT WOMEN'S 
BIBLE STUDY 

 
 
 

“The Hidden Hand of God: 
Wisdom Stories from Ruth, Daniel 

and Esther” 
 

from Lutheran Women Today 
 

Ruth: The Plan for Security 
Theme verse: Ruth 2:12 

 

Wednesday, October 8, 2008 
 

Fellowship: 10:00 AM 
Bible study: 10:30 AM 

 

All women are invited!  
 Please join us, and bring a guest! 


