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November 30  First Sunday in Advent: “Prepare Us Now and Come” liturgy begins 
  Advent wreath-making and other crafts at 9:30 AM 
December 6 Sing-Along “Messiah” at 7:30 PM 
December 7 Second Sunday in Advent and “Here I Am, Lord” Celebration 
December 13 Healing Prayer seminar with Fr. Barry Brunsman 
December 14 “Messiah” by G.F. Handel performed by the combined Chancel Choir, Gavilan Choir, 

and South Valley Symphony ensemble at 8:00 and 10:45 AM worship services 
  Children’s Christmas Program, “Away in a Manger”, at 9:30 AM 
December 15 “Darkness into Light” service of prayer for peace, healing and reconciliation  
                          at 7:00 PM 
December 21 Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 24 Christmas Eve Worship 
  7:00 PM: Carols, Children’s Message, Communion, Candlelight 
  11:00 PM: Carols, Chancel Choir, Communion, Candlelight 
December 28 First Sunday of Christmas 
� � �
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By Pastor  
Anita Warner�

 
It comes around every year. And every year 
there is a need to explain it, protect it, and 
defend it: the season of Advent. The season of 
Advent lasts for four weeks and is part of the 
year-round cycle observed by Lutherans and 
other churches with a liturgical tradition.  
 
What is Advent? Actually, it is easier to explain 
what Advent it not. Advent is not pre-Christmas 
or early Christmas or getting-ready-for-
Christmas. Advent is a season all of its own, 
with its own mood and its own themes and its 
own center. But the fact that Advent is 
celebrated just before Christmas leads to plenty 
of confusion. It doesn't help that the first Sunday 
in Advent usually coincides with the 
Thanksgiving weekend and with the busiest 
shopping days of the year. It also doesn't help 
that the season of Advent unfolds at the same 
time when most household decorate their homes 
and give Christmas parties.  
 
For this reason I have sometimes thought that 
might be more helpful to celebrate Advent at 
another time, like in September for example. 
Well, this year it actually happened. Advent did 
come early. Advent came in September. Advent 
came when suddenly words like "bank failure" 
and "economic crisis" began to dominate our 
news. Advent came when old certainties that we 
had taken for granted suddenly turned out to be 
false certainties. Advent came when free 
flowing anxiety and unease settled in our land 
like a  gray fog  and we  were told  that we  must 
 

 
prepare   for   "uncharted  territory  ahead".   For  
some people this uncertainty has now turned 
into outright worry and fear of the future.  
 
And this is exactly the mood which the season 
of Advent seeks to address. The prayers of 
Advent speak powerfully and beautifully to our 
fears and direct us to turn to God. And not just 
with sweet, quiet prayers, but with cries of 
anguish that come straight from the heart: "Stir 
up your power, O Lord, and come!" begins the 
first prayer in Advent. Then we hear the 
anguished cry of the prophet Isaiah: "O that you 
would tear open the heavens and come down" 
(Isaiah 64:1) and the lament of the psalmist: 
"You have fed us with sorrow and made us 
drink tears by the bucketful". (Psalm 80:5)  
 
Along with these cries to God, Advent also 
comes with an invitation for introspection: how 
did we get into this mess in the first place? How 
have our own actions contributed to the troubles 
we are in? And are we willing to turn around 
and straighten our path? In this way, repentance 
and self-examination are also part of Advent. 
But how can such introspection be 
accomplished when our radios blare:"…'tis the 
season to be jolly, fa la la la laaa, la la la 
laaaaaa!" It's spiritual and liturgical train wreck!  
 
But then, such train wrecks are God's specialty. 
It turns out we are not the first generation to get 
it wrong. Where we make the mistake of 
escaping into entertainment and glittering lights, 
the people in Bible times made the mistake of 
praying for a political revolution. They expected 
the heavens to open to reveal the Messiah 
"coming in clouds with great power and glory". 
To them and to us and to people everywhere 
God gives a most surprising answer: A child 
stirs in the womb. 
 
With thanks to Pastor Bea Chun for sharing 
these thoughts. 
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Marie W. Juncker,  
Spiritual Director 
 
 

 

� But each of us was given grace according to 
the measure of Christ’s gift… The gifts he gave 
were that some would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
until all of us come to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, 
to the measure of the full stature of Christ.  
(Ephesians 4:7, 4:11-13) 

 

In this issue of the newsletter you will find the first 
entry in a new column entitled the Book Nook.  
Initiated by Casey Carlson our Youth and Family 
Minister, this new form of communication will 
provide a place where our community can share 
books with one another that are interesting, 
informative, inspiring and even foundational to our 
faith life.   
�
The first book offered up is The Forgotten 
Ways:  Reactivating the Missional Church by 
Alan Hirsch.  It was through this book that we 
discovered an on-line assessment tool, APEST, 
that assists in the discernment of one’s ministry 
style relative to the five-fold ministries 
introduced in Ephesians 4.   
 
Because the staff and council of Advent found 
the assessment not only useful but in some cases 
clarifying, we decided to encourage everyone in 
the congregation to take it.  You may remember 
our communications on this last spring on our 
website.  We  also  introduced   the  APEST in a  
 

 
couple of Congregational Conversations held on 
Sunday morning during the 9:30 hour when we 
talked about the Offering of Gifts and Talents 
and in some of the small groups at Advent.   
 
Sense that time others who took this assessment 
instrument let us know the results and said that 
it was helpful and explained why they are more 
excited or find a sense of urgency in some 
aspects of mission or ministry while others they 
know do not.  It seemed to be a good framework 
for holding the whole of one’s gifts and talents 
together. 
 
Mainline churches like the Lutheran tradition 
have tended to focus on the gifts of teaching and 
pastoring (shepherding) and we want to continue 
in this grace.  However, we want to assure that 
we are giving opportunities to more fully 
express the apostolic, prophetic and evangelistic 
gifts, too.   
 
Following the guidance of Ephesians 4, we 
began to engage more of the five-fold ministries 
by gathering people who had discerned apostolic 
and prophetic gifts to dialog about the vision 
and direction of Advent.  It was gratifying to 
talk about vision with others who shared these 
gifts and our dialogs have brought forth 
meaningful insights.  Our next step in the 
process is to intentionally bring in the other gifts 
of the five-fold ministry, beginning with 
evangelism - another gift often underrepresented 
in our tradition.  We are planning to bring 
people together who have discerned this gift in 
the near future. 
 
We pray that many of you will get involved in 
this unfolding dynamic process as you come to 
recognize and embrace your gifts more fully.  
You may do this by taking the APEST 
assessment or you may already recognize that 
you have one or more of these gifts. You may 
sense them in what you are particularly drawn to 
participate in or by the ways you interact.  For 
example if  you are someone  who is particularly  
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attuned to inviting people in, sharing the good 
news more broadly or noticing how many 
people are involved in worship or other 
ministries at Advent, it may be that you are an 
evangelist.  Your focus and even concern may 
very well be representative of a deeper nudging 
from within to employ your gift of evangelism 
more fully.  As with the apostolic and prophetic 
gifts our plans to grow the capacity within our 
congregation to release the gift of evangelism 
this year will help the five-fold ministries be 
more fully activated here.  So, as we move into 
the new church year, watch for opportunities to 
engage in God’s work of ministry and the 
building up the body of Christ as inspired in 
Ephesians 4.   
 
Advent provides many opportunities for 
exploring gifts and talents. Taking the APEST 
and other instruments are just some of the ways 
for discerning God’s gifts and callings on your 
life.  I’m always available to assist you in this 
discernment and for exploring with you the 
various avenues to engage your God given gifts 
for the life of the world.  Please feel free to 
contact me by phone at (408) 779-3551 or by e-
mail at spirit@advent-lutheran.org. 
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Would you like an 
opportunity to help a 
family in need during the 
holiday season?  If your 
answer is “yes” then look 
no further.   The “Love in Action” program 
through Friend’s Outside might be just that 
opportunity.   
 
Families from Friends Outside are our fourth 
quarter mission project this month.  Advent has 
adopted these families for over 20 years.  This 
year there will about 25 to 30 families needing 
our help.  
 
Please check out the red board in the narthex 
and prayerfully consider adopting a family. 
These families can also be shared and money 
will be accepted for $15 to $25 meat certificates, 
depending on the size of the family. 
 
Each family on the "board" has a wish list for 
gift ideas.  The shopping list of food items and 
instructions are also printed for your 
convenience.  Please have all items labeled, 
boxed up and delivered to the church by Sunday, 
December 14th. 
 
Your help is really needed.  Without these 
"Boxes of Love", most of these families will not 
have any kind of Christmas this year.  Let's 
spread our blessings and touch those truly in 
need. 
 
Call Cheryl F. if you have any questions 
regarding this mission project. 
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Sometimes it just like blows my mind how 
amazing life can be. These kids aren’t just one 
type of social group. We have skateboarders, 

dancers, soccer players, and all the other 
groups. I can relate to all of them. In all these 

people I can see god working in my life. 
 
—Taken from Matt G.’s sermon given during 
Youth Led Worship on Nov. 16 

 
Yes I am very involved with the church and that is 
a big way to serve God, but the way I serve God, 

is not mainly through leadership and my 
involvement with the church. I serve God by loving 

my family as much as I humanly can with God’s 
help. I try to show people how strong my Christian 
faith is by living as a Christian as well as I can. I 
strive to live my day to day life as a follower in 

Christ. I am a follower in Christ because I love my 
family, and by living my faith out every day. 

 
—Taken from Michelle F.’s sermon given 
during Youth Led Worship on Nov. 16th 

In today’s gospel reading from Matthew 
chapter 25, Jesus told a parable about a man 
who entrusted different amounts of money to 
his slaves, not telling them what he wished for 

them to do with the money. In the end, it 
became clear that the master wanted his slaves 

to take a risk in how they spent their talents. 
Similarly, God gives us countless opportunities 
to venture outside of the communities we are 
used to in order to serve him in other ways. 
Every opportunity to serve God is a good 

one...Ultimately, my leadership positions with 
younger youth have become like the gospel 

story in my own life, and my previous resistance 
to these opportunities only attests to the 

everlasting power and presence of God that 
pilots us toward the ways in which he wants us 

to serve him. 
—Taken from Emma N.’s sermon given 

during Youth Led Worship on Nov. 16th. 
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We have a new member here at Advent. Her 
name is Astrid S. and she comes from another  
continent! Astrid is originally from Germany 
and so, when you see her on Sunday morning, 
you can say."Guten Morgen" and  she'll know 
right away what you are saying. Or...you can 
say, "hello" because she and her husband,who is 
from jolly  olde England, both  speak English.   
Or...you can greet her with a hearty "Hallo", 
which is Danish (I got that greeting from a 
student in my class who speaks  Danish fluently 
and was very  excited to hear there are Danish 
speakers here at Advent). So...we can give 
Astrid a very hearty , three-fold welcome here. 
She and her family moved here from 
Copenhagen so her husband could set up a 
"start-up " business here in Morgan Hill, for  a 
Danish company. The area appealed to them 
because it was small town and in a very pretty 
area. They have two sons, one of whom is 
Simon S. who was in our recent confirmation 
class  Their other son,  Fabian, is a Junior  in 
high school.. Both of their boys are students at 
Sobrato High School. The family speaks 
English, German and Danish. Pretty cool!!!! 
They became acquainted with our church family  
at a Christmas event. Astrid is self-employed    
as    a    consultant   in     public  relations     and  

 
 
marketing . Prior to this, she had a business in  
Denmark. They  certainly add to the  
international flavor here and it's wonderful to be 
enriched by their extensive experiences. Astrid 
and I  met over the phone but we're looking 
forward to meeting in person. Join me in 
welcoming this  interesting family to our unique 
family in Christ. 
 
 
  

�
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One of the favorite items at the “Here I am, 
Lord” congregational  potluck celebration was 
the Calico Beans provided by Ann Price. There 
were many requests for the recipe and Ann was 
kind enough to oblige. 
 
10 strips of bacon, diced 
2 red onions, sliced in rings 
½ cup brown sugar 
½ tsp. dry mustard 
½ tsp. garlic powder 
1 tsp. salt 
¼ cup cider vinegar 
2 (16 oz.) cans lima butter beans, drained 
1 (16 oz.) can green lima beans, drained 
1 (16 oz.) can red kidney beans 
1 (1 lb, 11 oz.) jar New England style baked 
beans 
 
In skillet, fry bacon and onion until onion is 
limp. Add brown sugar, mustard, garlic powder, 
salt and vinegar. Mix well. Stir together the 5 
cans of beans. Combine with bacon mixture. 
Pour all into a 3 quart casserole. Cover and bake 
at 350
  for 1 hour, but remove the cover during 
the last ½ hour. Serves 12 to 14. 
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Saturday, December 13, 2008 - Room 2   
9:30 am to 3:00 pm 
 
If you haven’t already signed up to attend the 
presentation by Father Barry Brunsman, ofm, on 
Christ’s Call to Heal, we encourage you to do 
so.  This event promises to be a great 
opportunity to learn more about healing ministry 
as central to the teaching of Jesus.    
 
If you don’t see yourself as having the gift of 
healing, we encourage you to come anyway.  
Just as some are particularly gifted to sing and 
yet we hope everyone will join in the singing of 
worship,  similarly some are given a special gift 
of healing and yet all are encouraged to 
participate in the healing grace of Christ.   
 
Our presenter, Father Barry is a Franciscan 
Brother and the Director of St. Francis Retreat 
Center in San Juan Bautista.  He has a Ph.D. in 
Ministry from San Francisco Theological 
Seminary and a Master’s Degree in Psychology.  
He has been a practicing psychologist for many 
years.  Father Barry brings with him the 
experience he gained in accompanying Francis 
MacNutt in the practice and teaching of healing 
prayer.  MacNutt, a gifted healer and best selling 
author, is the founder of Christian Healing 
Ministries. 
 
Father Barry has agreed to a free will offering 
for this event.  For more information, contact 
Spiritual Life Minister, Marie Juncker by phone 
at (408) 779-3551 or by e-mail at spirit@advent-
lutheran.org.  
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The public is invited to our annual Sing-Along 
“Messiah” on Saturday, December 6. The De 
Anza Community Chamber Orchestra, under the 
direction of Lauren Tayerle, will perform. If you 
would like to sing one of the solos, contact Ruth 
B. The orchestra will rehearse with the soloists 
6:00 – 7:00 PM. All are invited to sing the 
choruses. The concert begins at 7:30 PM. 
Anyone who would like is invited to bring 
goodies to share at the reception following the 
concert. 
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During both worship services on December 14, 
the combined Advent Chancel Choir and 
Gavilan College Choir, with string quartet, will 
sing sections of “The Messiah” by George 
Frideric Handel. This classic work proclaims the 
gospel in music and song. Worship will also 
include the Advent liturgy and holy communion. 
Invite others to join you in worship this day! 
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At 7:00 PM, we will join in a worship service 
including traditional carols, candlelight and 
communion.  There will be special music and a 
children’s message with puppets at this worship 
service, and nursery care for infants and young 
children. 
 

The 11:00 PM worship service will also include 
traditional carols, candlelight and communion.  
The Chancel Choir will provide special music 
for this worship service. 

�
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Here I Am Lord"........Commitment Sunday was a 
great day to celebrate our people and our church by 
bringing us all together to reaffirm our , and our 
lives in service to the Lord. 
 
My heart overflows with thanksgiving and gratitude 
for all the folks who  stepped forward to "lend a 
hand" and to say "Here I Am Lord". 
 
First of all Thank You to Sherry Q. our Operations 
Manager for  providing our "callers" with a "hot off 
the press" updated address and phone directory to 
work with. 
 
Thank you to my "callers":   Sue B.,  JoAnn B., 
Nina D., Marianne G., Virginia M., Ellie P., 
Rosemary P., Evelyn S., Karen S., Elsi S., Lucy W., 
Nancy S., Sara D., Barbara G., Marge J., Matt L., 
Jannet K. and Judy P. who called each and every 
member of our congregation for potluck items to 
share with the congregation. 
 
Thank you to my "Kitchen Aides" Doris S., Sharon 
L., Dottie E., Lisa E., Ellie P., who did a wonderful 
job of keeping  the tables full of food........while 
keeping the kitchen clean.......and to Tom and Judith 
D. for keeping the coffee pot full. 
 
Thank you to my Chief Decorator Marilyn L. along 
with Sheila W. and Ellie Q. in transforming our 
Narthex and Berkland Hall into a beautiful venue 
with fresh cut flowers and big, beautiful and bold 
centerpieces.  Thank you to Ellie P. for purchasing 
all the fresh cut flowers! 
 
Thank you to Virginia M. for her input to Joyce 
Gray who scouted, shopped and purchased our 
lovely hunter green, moss green and striped 
tablecloths which added to our special celebration.  
Thanks also for ironing all the tablecloths! 
 
Thank you to Chuck M., Floyd S. and Dick S. for 
the set up of 15 tables and chairs and 7 serving 
tables.........and cleaning up the floors! 
 
Thank you to Rolf S., Ron B., Bob Q., Norm O., 
Brad B., Grant L. and many others who "lent a  

 
 
hand" in the break down of the tables, chairs, 
garbage take-out and floor clean-up. 
 
Thank you to Mike F. for taking pictures of this 
special day. 
 
Lastly but most important.........THANK YOU all 
you good folks of Advent who came with food in 
your hands and joy in your hearts to celebrate and 
say "Here I Am Lord". 
 
Our Christmas card sponsored by our Food and 
Fellowship group and created by Marilyn Luke will 
be displayed in the narthex on December 7th. for all 
to sign and send greetings to one another.  All 
monies saved on cards and postage will go towards 
our fund raiser to be determined at our winter party 
in January. 
 
Our F&F Winter Party will be held right after 
church on Sunday, January 25, 2009 at 12:30 p.m. at 
"GLORY DAYS" restaurant at 17230 Monterey RD 
in Morgan Hill.  The cost will be $15 per 
person.........choice of gourmet sandwich, or 
specialty salad, drink, dessert, tax and tip inclusive 
in the price.  I am in negotiations for the final 
choices of entrees for all to choose from.  The 
restaurant will hold 50 people so it would be wise if 
you make your reservations with me as soon as you 
can.  We will have a short business meeting to vote 
for our "wish list" item on the "ballot".  If you have 
a "wish" to put on the "ballot" please let me know 
along with the estimated cost of your "wish".......be 
prepared to "lobby" for your "wish" before the 
voting begins.  Our most fun vote goes to our 
WHITE ELEPHANT gift exchange..........be sure to 
bring a wrapped gift with no name tag on it.........one 
gift per person or one gift per couple. 
 
I hope that you all were able to dine with your 
fellow diners this "round" and had fun getting to 
know them better through Food and Fellowship!   
 
Peace, Blessings and Bon Appetite' 
Nancy L. 
Coordinator 
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The Forgotten 
Ways:  
Reactivating the 
Missional Church 
by Alan Hirsch 
 
 
If you are 
interested in better 
understanding the 
Church as it was 
and as it can be, this book is a good place to 
start.  Here, you will read about the heart of the 
Church and God’s people.  Here, you will learn 
of discipleship and how we are called as 
disciples in the 21st century.  Hirsch also 
identifies five spiritual gifts (Apostolic, 
Prophetic, Evangelical, Shepherding, and 
Teaching) inspired by Ephesians 4:11.  Hirsch 
believes that these spiritual gifts are shared by 
God’s people, but lie dormant and forgotten 
until something catalytic prompts their 
rediscovery. These elements are clearly seen in 
the church during times of phenomenal growth 
and impact, but he suggests that they are 
actually always present and can be reactivated to 
create apostolic movement. 
 
Last year, the staff at Advent read this book 
together.  We spent many meetings discussing 
what these ideas mean for the overall church 
today, what these ideas mean for our church 
body at Advent, and what these ideas mean for 
our work together and in our specific ministries.  
We particularly found useful Hirsch’s 
understanding of Ephesians 4:11, which has 
strengthened our work together and led us to 
share with the Council and others of the 
congregation.   
 
Our hope is not just that others read this book, 
but that others may recognize their gifts by  
 

 
taking the APEST test so that we can together 
build our church as God calls and leads us.  We 
have found that by recognizing and naming our 
primary gifts, we have been able to work in a 
freer way together as well as pinpoint who may 
best take on a particular project for an area of 
ministry.  We realize that the best way for our 
church to grow in disciples is for as many 
people as possible to learn about their gifts 
(Apostolic, Prophetic, Evangelical, 
Shepherding, and Teaching) and work from 
their gifts.  Though, after taking the test, we may 
learn our primary gifts are not what we would 
have guessed, they make the most sense as we 
learn more about them. 
 
If you are interested, please feel free to learn 
more about the book by visiting their website:  
www.theforgottenways.org.   
 
If you are curious to learn about your gifts, you 
can also take the 10 minute APEST test at  
www.theforgottenways.org/apest. 
 
When it was suggested that Advent members 
take a “test” to assist us each in finding our 
ministry style, I’ll admit to wondering 1) “Why 
bother with another assessment?” and 2) what 
is “ministry style, anyway?” I’ve long been a 
proponent of style profiling instruments for use 
in business and church settings, and assumed 
APEST would be just another flavor of same-
old…  WOW was I wrong!  When my results 
came back, others who know me well said that 
the results were “exactly” me. What I didn’t yet 
recognize, however, was the profound difference 
an assessment could make in matching ministry 
needs and individual gifts. The resulting match-
ups of individuals to new groups and ministry 
needs have already resulted in some exciting 
outcomes! On an individual level, I’ve learned 
where my God-given gifts might best serve in a 
much more specific and actionable way than I 
would have thought possible.  
 
- Sean R. 
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Thanks to their giving spirit, volunteers of all 
ages made Advent’s first annual Ingathering for 
Lutheran World Relief a success. Donations 
from 28 Lutheran congregations in northern and 
central California were delivered to Advent, 
October 3-4. Quilts from Advent’s Sew Seeds 
ministry decorated the pews and were blessed in 
the worship services, October 5. 
The donations of Advent’s congregation 
included 55 Sew Seeds made quilts, 32 school 
kits, 14 health kits, 4 sewing kits, and 42 bars of 
soap. The total donations included 478 quilts, 
577 health kits (Of which were 250 collected by 
an Eagle Scout candidate), 422 school kits, 72 
sewing kits, 12 baby layettes, and 250 bars of 
soap.  
 
The Ingathering would not have been a success 
without the support and encouragement of 
Pastor Warner and the congregation. Advent’s 
congregation contributed fabric, blankets, and 
mattress pads used by the Sew Seeds ministry 
and items for the health and school kits. 
Confirmation Classes assembled and packed the 
kits; packed the Sew Seeds quilts; and baked 
many cookies for volunteers who delivered their 
congregations’ contributions. Roberta A. and 
Sara D. contributed juice and coffee cakes as 
well. On Monday, October 6, George C. and 
Dave J. loaded the boxed donations onto a truck 
for the first leg of the boxes’ journey to 
Lutheran World Relief headquarters. The 
personnel at LWR headquarters will distribute  

 
the donations to where in the world they are 
needed most. 
 
Participants in the Sew Seeds ministry have 
been continuing to create quilts. In early 
November, Sew Seeds, made 24 baby quilts for 
the Packard Children's Hospital and included a 
donated stuffed animal with each quilt. The next 
local project will be to make quilts for homeless 
shelters. The Sew Seeds ministry, also, will 
continue to make quilts for LWR and will 
appreciate donations of fabric and thread. 
Lutheran World relief is planning to do another 
Northern California Ingathering in Fall 2009 at 
Advent.  
 
Sew Seed volunteers meet in Room 2 the first, 
third, and fifth Tuesdays of each month, from 1-
4 PM, and usually one Saturday each month, 
from 9 AM-3 PM. December meeting dates are 
Tuesdays, Dec. 2 and 16. All are welcome to 
come to sort or cut fabric, iron, or sew. Marge J. 
is the contact person for Sew Seeds. 
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Food for the month of December is Hot or Cold 
Cereal.  Food items may be brought forward 
during the offering and placed in the basket on 
the chancel (front of the church).  All food 
offerings go to Reach Out, the ecumenical 
hunger pantry in our community, located at St. 
Catherine’s parish. 

�
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So many wonderful stories are shared in our 
congregation each day and each week. As a part 
of the “Here I Am, Lord” campaign, several 
Advent people shared stories during worship. By 
popular request, we are printing here what Dennis 
and Virginia H. shared on November 2. 
 
 
Changed lives, changing lives, through Christ’s 
love.  I, like you, have heard our mission 
statement many times.  I love it’s simple, yet 
powerful message.  But until I was asked to speak 
to you, I had never reflected on its message in a 
personal way.  I have changed by recognizing and 
accepting Christ’s love in my life.  I never 
understood what it meant to have a church family 
until nine years ago when I walked through the 
doors of Advent. I wanted to experience for 
myself what I had heard about from my good 
friend Brenda H. and this new guy she had just 
introduced me to, Dennis H.. From that first 
worship service I attended in 1999, I was 
welcomed into the Advent family and I knew that 
I found what I had been searching for many years.  
It was Christ’s love at work. 
 
On November 14, 1999, Pastor Berkland baptized 
me into the family of Christ right back there in the 
middle of the fellowship hall.  This was before our 
beautiful sanctuary was built.  Dennis and I 
wanted to be married here but the new sanctuary 
was under construction.  Pastor Warner and Pastor 
Berkland married us and some of you were there 
to share our joy.   
 
I have always felt the support of my church family 
through both happy and sad times.  I will never 
forget how it felt to be surrounded by their love 
and support when my brother Jon died.  I spoke to 
Pastor a couple of weeks after his memorial 
service and said that I had never felt anything like 
this through such a difficult time and realized that 
it was because I had a church family.   
 
 

 
 
 
I have served the church in different capacities 
over the last nine years. I have taught Sunday 
school, confirmation, helped out with many 
functions and fundraisers, and was employed by 
Advent as the Youth and Family Minister back in 
2001.  These activities I have done with a happy 
heart. I have watched our church change, grow, 
and expand ministries and facilities.   
 
I have given to charities since my first teaching 
job in 1981.  But as a new Christian, I didn’t 
really understand the concept of tithing.  What I 
learned about tithing, my husband taught me.  
When we got married and combined our finances, 
we sat down and prayerfully decided on our tithe 
commitment.  Then he explained that we tithe 
first, and then use the rest of our funds for our 
household and personal needs. We actually have 
the money put into a separate account so it never 
gets mixed with our household funds.  This is how 
it has worked for us for eight years.   
 
Over the years, we have adjusted our commitment 
either up or down, but we have always fulfilled 
our yearly commitment.  We have experienced 
abundant and leaner years like everyone.   When 
we made money on investments, we have tithed 
from the profits when those investments were sold 
in addition to our yearly giving.   
 
These are leaner times for many of us.  Dennis 
and I made some investments in real estate which 
have not gone very well.  We have had to forgo 
vacations and other things this year, and it is 
likely it will be that way for awhile.  We are 
committed to keeping our tithe the same as it has 
been and even increasing it for this year’s 
commitment.  
 
We know that each individual or family will 
prayerfully decide on their commitment.  Please 
let us all continue to grow our church and help us 
to change lives through Christ’s love. 
 
Virginia H. 
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Tom Dunham told us that this is the last of the 
temple talks this year, and that Virginia and I are 
the “cleanup batters”.  You will be happy to know 
that Advent is not mirroring the national elections 
by having two years of campaigning; and we 
promise that there are no Gallup pollsters outside 
after church to ask you about your tithing habits. 
 

When I moved to Morgan Hill 21 years ago, I was 
not actively looking for a church.  I had grown up 
in San Diego during the Fifties and had regularly 
attended church, but this was mainly due to my 
parent’s “non-negotiable” demands that I go to 
church.  However, I did start my lifetime 
involvement in church choirs during those times.  
But I had drifted away from attending church 
while at college and during my early working 
years. 
 

In fact, my introduction to Advent wasn’t at all 
my idea.  Pastor Berkland met my parents while 
stopping by my home, and when they discovered 
that they were all from Iowa, I was “Shanghaied”.  
So I went to church, witnessed the love, faith, and 
vision of the congregation, joined the choir, and 
was hooked. 

After all these years, this is what I’ve experienced 
about our Advent family: 

·  Advent is where children can develop 
their faith in a positive, loving teaching 
environment; and grow into positive, 
talented teenagers, and then evolve into 
well grounded adults with solid faith. 

·  Advent is where you can see a 5 year-old 
melt the hearts of hundreds of adults at a 
Christian Music Theater show, and guide 
his family to God. 

·  Advent is where the church youth 
experience the beauty and faith of the 
Navajo people; or where the youth build 
houses and provide teaching at 
communities in Mexico.  

·  Advent is where a new pastor can be 
nurtured by the founding pastor, and with 
a supporting congregation, successfully 
transition to the next generation without 
strife. 

 

·  Advent is where you can learn to sing, 
learn to act, learn to quilt, learn to teach, 
learn to pray, learn to lead, learn to follow, 
learn to dream, and learn to love. 

·  Advent is where the choir director can say 
“you really ought to meet my dear friend, 
who loves to travel like you do (although I 
think you are both crazy)”.  And where 
this choir director will end up singing at 
your wedding. 

·  Advent is where a homeless person can 
find a meal, where those who are 
struggling with addictions can find support 
and healing, where community support 
organizations can find loving volunteers, 
where international organization can find 
quilts, school supplies, teachers, and 
volunteers. 

·  Advent is where those mourning the loss 
of a loved one can find peace. 

·  Finally, Advent is where your weekly 
contributions of money and talent can 
make a difference, where you can actually 
see the results of your contribution in the 
faces of our families and in our 
community. 

Please join us in continuing the growth and 
development of our faith family. 

Thank you. 

Dennis H. 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Lutheran Church 
16870 Murphy Ave. 

Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
Mailed in Morgan Hill 
No Subscription Fee 
Monthly Publication 
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We are grateful to 
be able to offer St. 
Paul’s Cathedral 
Labyrinth/Prayer 
Path again at Advent in January 2009.   Last 
year many of you found walking this labyrinth 
to be a meaningful spiritual experience.  It drew 
people of all ages and we received very positive 
feedback from our youth as well as adults.  This 
coming year we hope to attract even more 
people from within Advent and the wider 
community   
 
This is a unique labyrinth experience 
incorporating the ancient tradition of walking 
prayer with a variety of mixed media stations to 
enhance the experience.  We encourage you to 
participate.   
 
Look for more specifics on timing and where to 
sign up in future church bulletins and the 
January newsletter.  You can also get additional 
information by contacting Marie Juncker, 
Spiritual Life Minister by phone at (408) 779-
3551 or by e-mail at spirit@advent-lutheran.org. 
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Preparing for Congregational Potluck Food & Fellowship Coordinator Nancy L. and fan 

There was plenty of delicious food for all The youth led an inspirational service 

The Youth Choir sounded terrific! Pastor Karen Soli and her duck talk to the children 
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December 1 - 6 
 
Mon Zechariah 13:1-9 On that day God will save us 
Tues Zechariah 14:1-9 Promises concerning that day 
Wed Matthew 24:15-31 Be ready for that day 
Thu Micah 2:1-13 God will gather you all 
Fri  1 Thess 4:1-18 A life pleasing to God till the end 
Sat Psalm 79 Prayer for deliverance 
 
 
 

 
December 7 - 13 
 
Sun Isaiah 40:1-11 God’s coming to the exiles 
 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 Righteousness and peace 
 2 Peter 3:8-15a Waiting for the day of God 
 Mark 1:1-8 John appears from the wilderness 
Mon Isaiah 26:7-15 The way of the righteous is level 
Tues Isaiah 4:2-6 God will wash Israel clean 
Wed Mark 11:27-33 The authority behind John’s ministry 
Thu Malachi 2:10 – 3:1 The coming messenger 
Fri  Acts 11:1-18 John and Peter baptize 
Sat Psalm 27 God’s level path 
 
 
 

 
December 14 - 20 
 
Sun Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Righteousness and praise flourish  
  like a garden 
 Psalm 126 God does great things for us 
 1 Thess 5:16-24 Kept in faith until the coming of  
  Christ 
 John 1:6-8, 19-28 A witness to the light 
Mon 1 Kings 18:1-18 Elijah condemns King Ahab 
Tues 2 Kings 2:9-22 Elisha receives Elijah’s spirit 
Wed Mark 9:9-13 Questions about Elijah 
Thu Malachi 3:16 – 4:6 Elijah and the coming one 
Fri  Acts 3:17 – 4:4 Peter preaches about the prophets 
Sat Psalm 125 Prayer for blessing 
 
   

Source:  Between Sundays:  Daily Bible 
Readings Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary;  Gail Ramshaw, 1997. 
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Restore our fortunes , O Lord, like the 
watercourses in the Negeb. May those who 
sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those 
who go out weeping, bearing the seed for 
sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, 
carrying their sheaves. 

                  
                                                   Psalm 126: 4-6�

 

December 21 - 27 
 
Sun 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 God’s promise to David 
 Luke 1:46b-55 The Lord lifts up the lowly 
 Romans 16:25-27 I sing of your love 
 Luke 1:26-38 The angel appears to Mary 
Mon 1 Samuel 1:1-18 Hannah is promised a child 
Tues 1 Samuel 1:19-28 Hannah presents Samuel to God 
Wed Mark 11:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem 
Christmas Isaiah 52:7-10 Heralds announce God’s  
  salvation 
 Psalm 98 The victory of our God 
 Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) God has spoken by a son 
 John 1:1-14 The Word became flesh 
Fri  Luke 2:1-20 The story of Jesus’ birth 
Sat Isaiah 62:6-12 Your salvation comes 
 
 
December 28 – January 3 
 
Sun Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Clothed in garments of salvation 
 Psalm 148 God’s glory is spread over earth 
 Galatians 4:4-7 Children and heirs of God 
 Luke 2:22-40 The presentation of the child 
Mon Leviticus 12:1-8 Laws on purification after  
  childbirth 
Tues Exodus 13:11-16 Laws on dedication of the  
  firstborn son 
New Year’sEcclesiastes 3:1-13 For everything there is a season 
Eve 
 Psalm 8 How exalted is your name 
 Revelation 21:1-6a A new heaven and a new earth 
 Matthew 25:31-46 The sheep and the goats 
 Hosea 11:1-11 God’s care for Israel 
Thu Isaiah 49:5-15 God like a nursing mother 
Fri  Acts 13:42-52 A light to the Gentiles 
Sat Psalm 145:1-13 One generation shall praise God  
  to another 
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“MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE” 
 

 ADVENT WOMEN'S 
BIBLE STUDY 

 
 
 

“The Hidden Hand of God” 
 

from Lutheran Women Today 
 

“Daniel: Keeping the Faith” 
Theme verse: Daniel 2:20 

Study Text: Daniel chapters 1-6 
 

Wednesday, December 10, 2008 
 

Fellowship: 10:00 AM 
Bible study: 10:30 AM 

 
Potluck luncheon follows the study 

 

All women are invited!  
 Please join us, and bring a guest! 


