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Sunday, January4  The Second Sunday of Christmas
Sunday School for children and youth resume8 819
Sunday, January 11  Baptism of Our Lord Sunday
Opening the Book of Faith at 9:30 AM
Sunday, January 18 Father River's American MassOit and 10:45 AM
Annual reports distributed
Congregational conversation on the budget & 84
Monday, January 19 Service of Prayer for Peacelimtpand Reconciliation at 7 PM
Sunday, January 25 Congregational Meeting at 9130 A
Food and Fellowship Winter Party at 12:30 PM




2 Advent Adventures

By Pastor
Anita Warner

The first sermon | preached was during the
winter of my first year in seminary. | had not
had a preaching class yet, but my beloved
supervisor, Pastor Jon Breimeier, thought that if
one was in seminary, one should begin
preaching right away. It didn’t matter that there

had never been a woman teaching parish student

in this congregation before and that people in
the congregation had various opinions about
that.

The church was a huge cathedral-type church,
First Lutheran Church of the Trinity, built in the
late 1800s on 31 Street in the south side of
Chicago. Now the congregation that met in this
imposing building in the shadow of Comiskey
Park was much smaller. When | stood in the
pulpit to preach, my knees were literally
knocking. | was wearing shoes with heels and
thought, O my, | don’t want to fall over! The
pulpit had half-walls around it, so | stepped out
of my shoes and stood stocking-footed on solid

ground. Then | could steady my legs and preach

a message of the good news of Jesus.

| was so happy. I'd done it. It was certainly not a
great sermon, but the first of what would be
many times and ways of publicly sharing my
faith, and the faith of the church, in God. And |
felt a little clever for having stepped out my
shoes without anyone knowing it. Or so |
thought.

After the service, Tom Fashing, an active
member of the congregation and a police officg
shook my hand and said, “Good sermon
Shoeless.”

| was astounded. He had seen the whole thir
from where he was sitting, in front and way off
to the right side. But more than that, he gave m
the nickname of the storied great Chicago Blac
Sox baseball player, Shoeless Joe Jackson.

was his way of letting me know | was accepted.
He often called me Shoeless in the years 1o

come.

The awesomeness of Christmas — God taking
flesh, Christ coming among us to save us

comes into this New Year. The twelve days of

Christmas end on January 5, and on January
we celebrate Epiphany, Christ revealed to th
nations.

Each of us has received a revelation of Chris
Many of us wonder, how can we reveal Christ t(
others? We may want to speak of Jesus to othg
but feel we can’t or don’t know how or when or
where or with whom we can speak.

God gives us opportunities to speak in thg

world, and to speak about Jesus in our own faith

community. If you think you may want to share
with our congregation, please let me know and
will be happy to find a time and a way for you to
do that.

| will tell you that preaching is still difficult
work for me. But | am convinced that it matters

as does every way we reveal Christ in the world.
The next time you have an opportunity to speak

his name, find your footing on solid ground, say

a prayer, and speak boldly about Jesus with al

the love God gives you.
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3 Advent Adventures

Marie W. Juncker,
Spiritual Director

"The LorD called Samuel again, a third time.
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here |
am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that
the LorbDwas calling the boy. Therefore Eli said
to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you,
you shall say, “Speak,drp, for your servant is
listening.” * So Samuel went and lay down in
his place.”

Now the IORD came and stood there, calling as
before, ‘Samuel! Samuel” And Samuel said,
‘Speak, for your servant is listening.” Then the
Lord said to Samuel..I’Sam 3:8-10

As | listen into these words | am reminded that
the mystery of God breaks into our lives in the
most amazing and surprising ways. God anoints
Samuel, an unlikely child, to be a prophet. He is
clearly naive to the ways of God. Yet, God

In Mary we see the seeds of this graciou
awakening to the divine reality. Her simple
response of yes turns the world on end as si
becomes a dwelling place for God to be bor
among us. We too become dwelling places fd
the birth of God when we respond affirmatively
to the unique callings on our lives. In our yes tq
Christ, we become part of the great unfolding
mystery, opening up the realm of God before u
with the personal gifts we are given to share.

Do we really believe or fully appreciate that we
are each one being called to witness to God
realm in our midst? If so, do we really listen for
and hear the still small voice of God calling out

to us? Do we mistake this grace for a dream”

Do we confuse it with our own voice or the
voice of someone else? How can we becom
more alert to God’s voice in and among us?

We can be more awake to God'’s voice by bein
to each other what Eli was to Samuel.
support one another in being alert to God b
speaking out our own truth and sharing th
experience of God with each other. We ca
encourage others to listen for, recognize an
respond to the voice of God. We can help eag
other to explore and release the gifts we ar
given in the welcoming and sheltered
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chooses Samuel to speak to his people rather
than an elder or a more experienced or studied
person of faith. In the book of Samuel we see
that God comes to us in and among those we

atmosphere of our community.

This is what it means to be a supportive faith

might least imagine.

As we enter the season of Epiphany, we
celebrate the revelation of God in the world.
God entered our world as a babe. This tiny

infant came to bridge heaven and earth and to be

the integrating hope and salvation of all people
and all of creation. Wrapped in swaddling
clothes, this innocent child is grace personified.
By his life, he announces the kingdom and
brings forth the animating force of the Spirit to
usher in new life.

accepting of the unique ways that God come
into and through the ordinariness of each of ou
lives. It means being loving, patient and trusting
in God'’s transforming and animating ways.

I
community, one that is respectful, expectant and
S
;

One of the most important aspects of a vitg
faith community is its capacity to be real. Being
real with one another and God, we can let go oy
guard and give in to experience and respond
the reality of God in our midst.

We can help each other focus on the eve
present realm of God by quieting our minds an
letting go the many distractions that puit o

(0]




hearts and minds from recognizing and being
animated by this grace. We can hold the space
for each other to listen for the deeper voice of
Love being respectful of the diverse and
sometimes unlikely ways that God is revealed.
We can trust in the Trinity’s animating presence
in and through each person and all of creation,
bringing forth new life in unsuspecting ways by
way of grace.

So as we celebrate Epiphany in this New Year,
let us allow the joyous realization of God’s ever
vital and animating grace to be foremost in our
lives. Let us give ourselves over to this mystery
and to the grace, truth and hope of Christ who
meets us where we are so as to patiently bring us
to full life in the gracious reality of God.

2008 Annual Reports for our congregation will
be available beginning on Sunday, January 18.
On January 18 there will be a Congregational
Conversation on the congregation’s budget at
9:30 AM in the Berkland Fellowship Hall. This
is an opportunity to review the proposed budget
that was first presented in November.

Reading the annual report is good preparation to
participating in the congregational meeting on

January 25. The annual reports contain good
summary reports of our mission and ministry in

2008, information shared by our staff and lay

leaders, and financial information.

4 Advent Adventures

All  confirmed members of Advent are
encouraged to come and participate in thi
meeting. Business items will include approva
of the 2009 budget, and election of three lay
voting members to the synod and parish
assemblies in 2009. The Synod Assembly wil|
be May 28-30 in Fresno. Any member of
Advent is eligible to be elected to serve as a
voting member to the synod assembly.

[92)

Our F&F Winter Party will be held right after
church on Sunday, January 25, 2009 at 12:30 p.m. [at
"GLORY DAYS" restaurant at 17230 Monterey RD
in Morgan Hill. The cost will be $15 per
person......... choice of gourmet sandwich, of
specialty salad, drink, dessert, tax and tip irgkis
in the price. | am in negotiations for the final
choices of entrees for all to choose from. The
restaurant will hold 50 people so it would be wifse
you make your reservations with me as soon as ygu
can. We will have a short business meeting to vote
for our "wish list" item on the "ballot". If youdve
a "wish" to put on the "ballot" please let me know
along with the estimated cost of your "wish".be..
prepared to "lobby" for your "wish" before the
voting begins. Our most fun vote goes to ou
WHITE ELEPHANT gift exchange.......... be sure to
bring a wrapped gift with no name tag on it...ane
gift per person or one gift per couple.

I hope that you all were able to dine with your,
fellow diners this "round" and had fun getting to
know them better through Food and Fellowship!

Peace, Blessings and Bon Appetite'
Nancy L.
Coordinator




5 Advent Adventures

Some of you may remember hearing
something about the Book of Faith Initiative
earlier this year. However, many of you may
be unaware of what the Book of Faith
Initiative is even about and how it affects our
congregation. It is actually a very exciting
aspect of our congregation that | hope to lay
out for you here on this page. There are
many ways our congregation is actively
growing and participating in this initiative.
This month’s “Gift” will bring you a description
of this Initiative as well as bring to your
attention the many ways our congregation is
living out the Initiative every week.

3rd—>5th Grades
The Sunday School theme for this age group
is “Growing In Christ.” These children are
also learning about major figures from the
Bible, stories of faith, and gaining a better
understanding of how scripture informs their
faith.

6th—12th Grades

The youth involved in Sunday School are

learning and growing in their faith through
biblically themed lessons entitled, “Wild Truth

Bible Lessons.” Not only are they learning
lessons from the Bible, they are also learning
how to take these lessons and apply them to

their daily life in a fun way.

The Youth in 7th, 8th, and 9th grades are not
only learning on Sunday mornings, but also
Wednesday evenings in Confirmation. Our

theme this year is the Bible, which leads
them through not only the books of the Bible,
but also focuses on the multiple authors and
historical background of each book.

Confirmation also provides students with the
opportunity to become comfortable with their

Bibles, learn how to read and search through

them, and discover for themselves their
favorite books of the Bible.

What is the Book of Faith Initiative?

The Book of Faith initiative invites the whole chbrto become
more fluent in the first language of faith, thedaage of
Scripture, in order that we might live into ourlsa as a people
renewed, enlivened, empowered and sent by the Wb is
an initiative of the Evangelical Lutheran ChurchAimerica.

The Bible is a book of faith

The Bible is the written Word of God that creatad aurtures
faith through the work of the Holy Spirit and pants to Christ,
the incarnate Word and center of our faith. Thddibvites us
into a relationship with God, making demands onlwas and
promising us life in Christ. The Bible tells th@ses of people
living their faith over the centuries and, throughdemands and
promises, forms us as a people of faith.

We have a calling as the people of God

Part of our calling is to know, hear, share, anddmted in
Scripture. We are renewed, enlivened, empoweredantby the
Word.

As we live into our calling as people who are fodnhy
Scripture, we become renewed in our faith, enlideteough the
Spirit, and empowered through the cross of Choisterve God
and neighbor.

The first year of the Book of Faith initiative cerg on inviting
everyone to join the conversation, to make a comanit, and to
become part of the initiative.

Adults
There are many ways adults are joining in on the Book of
Faith Initiative. Two active adult groups meet to focus on
this initiative and study the accompanying book, Opening
the Book of Faith. They meet on Sundays and Tuesdays.

Once a month, women join together as members of the
Mary and Martha Circle. They are currently studying the
book of Daniel.

Pre-K—2nd Grades
These children are not only learning about the stories of
God through Godly Play every Sunday morning, they are
also learning how these stories tell them who they are as
children of God through their own wondering and
processing of each new storytelling. Children leave these
lessons in joy and peace, knowing that they are loved and a
part of God’s family.
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9th—12th Grades
High School aged youth have been taking
advantage of many opportunities to grow in their
knowledge of scripture and faith.

Sunday mornings are an opportunity to focus on
the Gospel of Luke. They take themes and
scripture from Luke and discuss them together as
shaped by different life questions.

Monday evenings provide them with an
opportunity to study the words and actions of
Jesus to better discern how we should respond to
the many justice issues in our world today.

Thursday evenings, also known as Faith
Journeys, provides a time for the youth to focus
on the word of God through the meditative
process of Lectio Divina. We take this time to
focus on a particular passage from the Bible,
reading it at least four times, and praying about
God’s call for us that day.

Weekly Events

7 —9 Grade

Confirmation ~ Wednesdays: Jan. 7, 14, 21,
& 28 @ 7:00—8:30pm in Room 2

9 — 12 Graders

ALHS ~ Mondays: January 19 & 26 @
7:00—8:30pm in room 1cancelled Jan. 5
& 12

Faith Journeys ~ Thursdays: Jan. 15 & 22 @
6:30pm Peet’s/ 7:30 pm Advecdncelled
Jan. 8 & 29

Coming up in FEBRUARY ...
Sweetheart Dinner Fundraiser
30 Hour Famine forth—212th graders
Sign ups begin in January for this awesome
event

3rd Thursday
CANCELLED

Advent Lutheran Church
16870 Murphy Ave.
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Mailed in Morgan Hill
No Subscription Fee
Monthly Publication




7 Advent Adventures

Sew Seed ministry participates are seeking

donations of clean blankets and mattress pads.
As long as the blankets and pads have been
washed. they may have stains. They will be used

as "batting" or filler between the top and bottom
layers of the quilts. Donations of material and
thread will be appreciated, also.

The last couple months Sew Seeds volunteers

have been making quilts for local homeless as
well as for Lutheran World Relief. An
ingathering of quilts from churches in Northern
California for LWR will be held again at Advent
in October 2009. The more people involved in
this ministry, the more quilts will be made.
Volunteers are needed to iron, cut, match
fabrics, or sew. The Sew Seeds ministry work

days are scheduled for Tuesdays, January 6 and

January 20, from 1-4 PM, in Rm 2 and Saturday,
January 24, from 9 AM - 3 PM, in Rm. 2.
Those planning to work on Saturday should
bring a sack lunch. Experienced quilters always
are willing to teach beginners. Contact Marge J.
for more information.

$$

Happy New Year!! Food of the month will be
baby food and diapers for those newborn babie
Food items may be brought forward during thé
offering and placed in the basket on the chanc
(front of the church).

We thank you for your kind and generous gifts
cards, and remembrances during the Christm{
season. God’s blessings and peace to you in t
New Year!

Advent’s staff:
Pastor Anita Warner
Casey Carlson
Marie Juncker
Sherry Quick
Marc Northcott
Phil Robb
Ruth Winter
Ernestina A.
Azucena A.
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8 Advent Adventures

Saturday, January 10th - 12:00 pm - 2:00pm
Berkland Fellowship Hall

You are invited to this "Thank you" potluck
luncheon because you have served on one pr
more of the following committees or projects:
Pastoral Partners, Community Table, Sew
Seeds, Greeter and Narthex Neighbors, Taste [of
Morgan Hill, Love in Action, Neighbors in
Need, Fellowship (kitchen help and servers),
Food & Fellowship, Prayer ministries, etc.

We encourage everyone to walk St. Paul's
Cathedral Interactive Labyrinth/Prayer Path
when it is available in Advent's Narthex from

February 2% through March 1% 2009.

Drawing many people from within Advent and
our wider community when the labyrinth was
here in October 2007, we hope this year to draw
even more people. It is especially meaningful to
offer the labyrinth as we enter the Lenten
season. It provides a unique spiritual practice
for reflecting upon and opening our hearts to
God by incorporating the ancient tradition of
walking prayer with a variety of mixed media
stations to enhance the experience.

Please bring a salad or dessert to share.

Your spirit of giving will be honored. There will
be a short meeting following lunch to review
2008 goals and set goals for 2009. Bring you
ideas and your appetite.

-

RSVP Marty G. if you can attend.

Last year many of you expressed that walking
this labyrinth was a meaningful spiritual
experience. People of all ages were very
positive including the youth who were
particularly moved by it.

We will begin sign-ups for labyrinth hosts in the
Narthex in February, so watch for more
information through the newsletter and Sunday
bulletins at that time. You can also get
additional information by contacting Marie

Juncker, Spiritual Life Minister by phone at

(408) 779-3551 or by e-mail at spirit@advent-
lutheran.org.
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Angelic Christmas Pageant Narrators The Shepherds learn about the coming Christ child

These angels have a story to tell Mary & Joseph with the newborn King

The Gavilan Choir with String Quartet and Advertf®ir sing sections of “The Messiah” by Georgieléic Handel
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Advent Adventures

$$

January

January 1-10

Thu Isaiah 49:5-15 God like a nursing mother
Fri Acts 13:42-52 A light to the Gentiles
Sat Psalm 145:1-13 One generation shall praise Godl
to another
Sun Jeremiah 31:7-14  Joy as God’s scattered flock
gathers
Psalm 147:12-20  Praising God in Zion
Ephesians 1:3-14  The will of God made known in
Christ
John 1:[1-9] 10-18 God with us
Mon Wisdom 10:15-21  Praising the holy name
Tues Isaiah 60:1-6 Nations come to the light
Epiphany Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 All shall bow down
Ephesians 3:1-12 The gospel’'s promise for all
Matthew 2:1-12 Christ revealed to the nations
Wed Exodus 1:22 — 2:10 God saves Moses from Pharaol
Thu Exodus 2:11-25 Moses escapes from Pharaoh
again
Fri John 8:39-59 Jesus’ name: | AM
Sat Isaiah 45:8-17 God greater than all human
power
January 11 -17
Sun Genesis 1:1-5 God creates light
Psalm 29 The voice of the LORD upon thg
waters
Acts 19:1-7 Baptized in the name of Jesus
Mark 1:4-11 Jesus revealed as God'’s servant
Mon Genesis 17:1-14, 23-Zircumcision a covenant sign
Tues Exodus 30:22-38  Anointing a sign of holiness
Wed John 1:29-34 John’s account of Jesus’ baptisir
Thu Isaiah 41:14-20 God gives water in the desert
Fri Acts 22:2-16 Paul describes his own baptism|
Sat Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36 God will save through water

January 18 - 24

Sun

1 Sam 3:1-10 [11-20]The calling of Samuel
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18You have searched me out
1 Corinthians 6:12-20Glorify God in your body

John 1:43-512

The calling of the first disciples

January 18 — 24 con.

Mon Samuel 9:27 — 10:8 Samuel anoints Saul king

Tues 1 Samuel 15:10-31 Samuel rebukes King Saul
Wed Luke 18:15-17 Jesus blesses little children
Thu Genesis 16:1-14 Hagar sees God and is blessed
Fri 2 Corinth 6:14 — 7:1 Believers are called out

Sat Psalm 86 Walking in God’s way

January 25-31

Sun Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Repentance at Nineveh
Psalm 62:5-12 In God is my safety and my
honor
1 Corinthians 7:29-3lLiving in the end times
Mark 1:14-20 The calling of the disciples at
the sea
Mon Genesis 12:1-9 God calls Abram to go to
Canaan
Tues Genesis 45:24 — 46:7God calls Jacob to go to Egypt
Wed Mark 3:13-19 Jesus appoints the Twelve
Thu Proverbs 8:1-21 Wisdom calls the people
Fri 1 Corinth 7:17-24  Live the life assigned
Sat Psalm 46 The God of Jacob is our

stronghold

He was in the world, and the world came i
to being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his owr
and his own people did not accept him. By
to all who received him, who believed in hi
name, he gave power to become children
God, who were born, not of the blood or o
the will of the flesh or of the will of man,
but of God.

John 1:10-13

Source: Between Sundays: Daily Bible
Readings Based on the Revised Common
Lectionary, Gail Ramshaw, 199

—
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‘MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE”

ADVENT WOMEN'S
BIBLE STUDY

“The Hidden Hand of God”
from Lutheran Women Today

“Daniel: Trial by Fire”
Theme verse: Daniel 2:20
Study Text: Daniel chapters 3-4

Wednesday, January 14, 2009

Fellowship: 10:00 AM
Bible study: 10:30 AM

All women are invited!
Please join us, and bring a guest!




