


2 Advent Adventures

By Pastor
Anita Warner

Praying in Tough Times:

Lent is the springtime spiritual retreat of the
church. We will focus on the Lord’s prayer this
year. Why the Lord’s Prayer? | think that the
challenges of living in our time call for spiritual
stamina that may be found in mining the depth
of the tradition we already know but do not yet
fully know. The following is from “Lenten
Journey: 40 Days with the Lord’s Prayer”:

“When asked to teach his disciples to pray,
Jesus said, “Pray then in this way,” and then he
taught them what we have come to call the
Lord’s Prayer. In Matthew'’s telling of the prayer
in the New Revised Standard Version of the
Bible, it is only sixty-two words in ten lines. It
has only seven petitions. It is a short prayer, yet
as Tertullian, a third-century theologian once
declared, it is a summary of the whole gospel.

“If Jesus’ teaching can be summed up in the
Lord’s prayer in only sixty-two words, then
some interpretation is in order. There is a lot of

meaning packed into these ten lines, and it needs

to be unpacked if the prayer is to be our
roadmap on the journey into a deeper
relationship with God through Christ. If we are

to follow Jesus in the way of God, we need to
know what Jesus thought about the way of God

— and it as all condensed in the ancient but ever

new words that Jesus taught his followers to
pray.

“Many if not most of us, however, have prayed
this prayer for so long and so many times thg
we no longer think about the words — we jus
say them. But rote repetition of the prayers i
not praying. This, as we will discover over the
next forty days, is a radical prayer, a prayer that
turns things upside down.”
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Whether or not you are active in the worship lifg
of our congregation at this time, if you are
reading this, | would like to invite you to
participate in this time of retreat and prayer. |
you are reading this, then | invite you to
participate in any of the following:

Sunday morning worship that will focus
on the Lord’s Prayer, a petition each
week:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name

Your kingdom come

Your will be done, on earth as in heaven
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

And deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

Thursday evening soup and bread supps§
at 6:00 PM, followed by an informal 30
minute service of Holden Evening
Prayer with a drama based on the Lord’s
Prayer petition of the week, each
Thursday beginning March 5, through
April 2.

Reading and perhaps memorizing the
section from Luther’s Small Catechism
on the Lord’s Prayer petition for the
week. This will be sent in a weekly
email from Advent on Monday of each
week. To sign up, go to www.advent-
lutheran.orchome page and in the
“Keeping in Touch” section, enter your
email on “Join our mailing list.”
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Using the “Lenten Journey: 40 Days
with the Lord’s Prayer” daily devotional
(copies available at Advent, or through
Augsburg Fortress or online booksellers)
and making journal notes for yourself.
Then sharing with others through weekly
gatherings with one other person, a small
group, others in your household,
coworkers, neighbors or friends. In each
session together spend some time
dwelling in the word, choosing one or
more scripture passages from the week,
including the petition itself.

Participating in the Facebook group or
Google group discussions on this
journey. Sign up for the Google group
from Advent's home page.

| look forward to sharing this journey with you.

Would you like to be part

of a Green Team at

Advent? Last September

we aired documentaries that

presented moving stories

about how some

communities of faith are

addressing environmental

issues of our day in tangible

ways. Some of those who

attended these videos became interested in
forming a “Green Team” at Advent to focus on
ways that we can be more green in general and to
look at specific projects that could make a
difference.

The first gathering of this newly forming group
will be in the Library on March 12, 2009 from
5:30 to 6:30 (just before the Soup Supper). If you
are interested please contact Marie W. Juncker,
the Spiritual Life Minister by phone at (408) 779-
3551 or by e-mail at spirit@advent-lutheran.org.
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If you have a gift for creating visual art, we
invite you to participate in preparing one of the
stations of theNay of the Cros$or our Good
Friday service.

The service includes nine places where we stap
to imagine and ponder the various places alorijg
the journey where Jesus carried the cross to hi
death on what we now call Good Friday.

7]

At each station there is a short Gospel story to
be read and a short thought to think abouf.
These passages are the inspiration for the visyal
meditation on Christ’s passion that each artis
will design.  This service is an adaptationAof
Way of the Cross for Childrerby Hubert
Richards (1986).

~—+

If you are interested in contributing your visual
artistic gift please let Pastor Anita or Spiritual
Life Minister, Marie Juncker know as soon as
possible. With the limited stations, the first
ones to let us know of their interest will be
given a station to create.




4 Advent Adventures

Marie W. Juncker,
Spiritual Director

For God alone my soul waits in silence,
for my hope is from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; | shall not be shaken.
On God rests my deliverance and my honour;
my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.

Trust in him at all times, O people;
pour out your heart before him;
God is a refuge for uPsalm 62:5-8

Are we really entrusting ourselves to God as our
refuge in the midst of the historic challenges

that we face today. With almost everyone being
touched in some way by the economic turmoil

that we face, where are we turning for hope and
reassurance? Where is our salvation, the balm
that can soothe the rough edges of our lives?

“In God alone my soul in silence waits, for my

hope is from him.” This beautiful line speaks so
simply and clearly to the grace, truth and hope
of Christ that will carry us through these dark
times. It is important that we help one another
to focus on the light of God who shown forth

the way to new life.

As a faith community we can support each other
in so many ways to be alert to God’s presence
and action. We can ever remind one another to
listen to the leadings of the Holy Spirit who is
our counselor and guide and to respond
authentically with the gifts we are given.

This requires trust and vulnerability, things that
often give way in periods of anxiety and
uncertainty. Yet it is exactly at these moment
of crisis that break open to the mystery an
glory of God’s movement in our lives. Rathen
than brace ourselves against the perilous windls
of change, as a community we can embrace one
another and be encouraged to surrender our lives
to Christ.

U7
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If you or someone you know suffers from
financial instability, under employment, job
loss, physical, mental or emotional health issugs
or the stress of any other uncertainty, loss ¢
broken-ness, we encourage you to come together
with others at Advent to share your burdens and
joys and seek God’s guidance in a safe and
reassuring environment.

-

In the days and months ahead, we will bg
creating additional nurturing ways in and
through our community with the Lenten and
other small support groups, circles of trust
clearness committees and other gracious
sustenance for staying attentive and responsiye
to God who ever leads us to new life. Thes
nourishing gatherings in the Living Water of
God will be a blessing not only for those within
our community of faith, but also for those who
we can welcome from within our surrounding
communities who have not yet experiencet
God’s graceful presence and action in their
lives.

1”4
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They see clearly that the children are valuefl

by Valerie S.

Here's the scoop on another new family at
Advent. They are Kevin and Gaetana and their
twelve year old, Zoe, who is active in our youth
group, and son, Patrick, who is ten.

Kevin is originally from lowa and Gaetana hails
from Brooklyn, N.Y. They met in Seattle and
then moved back East. They are most recently
from Milford, Conn. and are very happy to be
here in California's lovely weather. They moved
to the West Coast for Gaetana's work in Human
Resources.

They find that the traditions in churches here are
different from the East Coast. Kevin said that

the traditional feel here at Advent is close to

their experience worshipping in Manhattan.

They appreciate the social awareness and
missions involvement of our congregation and
the fact that people are involved and participate
actively. They also enjoy the rich musical feel of

the service.

here, as evidenced by the interaction betwegq
the generations.
"joyful noise."

Kevin was a photographer back East and was

also a lay minister for four years. He will be our
delegate to the ELC Synod meeting in May.

It's easy to spot the them. On given Sunday
they are our Greeters. If you attended the Shro
Tuesday event, you have already met them. Ho
wonderful to have such enthusiastic ang
involved people join with us!

People walking together to take a stand again
hunger in our world and community. Togethe
we raise awareness and funds for internation
relief and development, as well as local hunge
fighting.

Once again, Advent will have our own team this

year. The CROP Walk this year will be on
April 26, 2009 in San Jose. Mark your
calendars and join us!

More information will be included in future
newsletters and bulletins as it comes in. Conta
person: Karen L.

Everyone appreciates thel
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ALHS: 7-8:30 in YR1

SR
&Y March 2, 9, and 16
e

CANCELLED MARCH 30

Confirmation : 7-8:30in YR 2

&@3&? March 4, 11, 18, and 25

SERVICE EVENT MARCH 25

KR Faith Journeys: 6:30-8:30
xR0 We will join the soup supper and
T H W g&y Lent worship services, using the
30 minutes after to discuss our
Is° Lenten Journey together.

Superheroes of Faith
3-6 grades Mt. Cross retreat
March 6—8
$125

You can sign up to join us until
March 5th!

Keep your eyes open, hold tight to
your convictions, give it all you've got,
be resolute, and love without
stopping.

1 Corinthians 16:13-14
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Lenten Journey: 40 Days with the
Lord’s Prayer

Our Lenten Journey for this year is tBeok of
Faith Lenten Journey: 40 Days with the Lord’s
Prayerby Henry F. French.

In furtherance of our Book of Faith Initiative,

this is an excellent devotional resource
connecting forty personal daily readings and
weekly worship with the study of Scripture. The
forty devotional readings included are structured
around seven key petitions of The Lord's Prayer.

We desire that all members of Advent take
advantage of this wonderful resource and
powerful time in our spiritual life. We hope that
all will participate in this Lenten devotional

journey, including families and youth.

Depending on your daily schedule and
availability, perhaps the way to participate in
this year's Lenten journey will be through
personal, daily devotion. If so, we encourage
you to do this, enjoying the way thlsenten

Journeyis prepared to meet you in just this way.
If you would also like to use thlsenten Journey

as an opportunity to connect with others and

share the experience of the journey there are

multiple ways you may link up with family

members, neighbors, or others in our church
community.  Specifically; these connections
may be made through one-on-one interactions,
meeting in small groups, or through internet
community forums such as a Facebook or
Google group. Our Youth and Family Minister,

Casey Carlson will be facilitating the web-based
community sharing for this Lenten Journey.
You can easily subscribe to the Google group on
Advent's webpage, listed under “current
happenings.” There is a subscription box in
which you can add your email address. If you

are a Facebook member, you can message Casgey

Carlson if you would like to be invited to the
Facebook group.

If you are having difficulty connecting with

others to share with either on-line or in person

contact our Youth and Family Minister, Casey
Carlson, or our Spiritual Life Minister, Marie
Juncker for assistance in this process.

To all families,

Did you know that some of the most powerful,
faith-forming moments of the year are just

around the corner? Holy Week is coming up|.

This powerful week consists of Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil, and Easte
Sunday. During those days,
congregation will walk closely with Christ as he
moves closer to the crucifixion and then
ultimately the resurrection.

We especially encourage you as families, as we
as individuals, to be part of these special days
what may be new ways for you this year
Whether by being part of a special dinner o
interactive worship on Maundy Thursday,

through the design and creation of particular
stations on Good Friday, or by joining togethef

as we present our faith stories and history i

unique ways during our Easter Vigil service, we

are open to hear from you. Please let any of th
staff know if you would like to be involved
during this year’'s holy week and please kee

your eyes open for any further information as

this wonderful time draws nearer.

we as a
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Advent Adventures

Or
An Old Man’s Musings
Concerning His Faith Journey

Chapter 1
My First Decade as a Beloved Child of God

Where to begin? My earliest recollections of
church are of riding the city bus to Mass at St.
Francis Catholic Church with my tiny Irish

grandmother on Sundays in Bakersfield,
California. | was about eight or nine years old,
spiritually innocent and naive, and | adored
being able to spend time with my paternal
grandmother, Grandma May.

My most enduring memories are of the palpable
holiness of the place...the solemnity, the hushed
quiet, the echo of the priests’ voices, the choir
and organ during High Mass, the pomp, the
richness of the vestments, the ritual of the
liturgy. Hand in hand with these were the
“smells and bells,” the lingering odor of incense,
frankincense and myrrh --- | realized many years
later --- and the jangling of the bells by the malta
boy during the Elevation of the Host.

| can still see and smell, in my mind’s eye, the
bouquets of fresh flowers nestled at the feet of
the holy statues and the brass stands holding
votive candles, flickering and casting fantastic
shadows as they reflected from their ruby-
colored glass holders. Often times there were
parishioners striking wooden matches to light a
candle or two for their prayer intentions and
then kneeling, heads bowed and hands clasped
in prayer before the statue in the niche.

Another memory is the preparation for Baptism,
meeting several times with the priest, since |
hadn’t been baptized as an infant. My Baptism
occurred on Palm Sunday with several other

candidates, dressed in white shirts, ties, blagk
pants and shoes. We were gathered around
baptismal font with our families. This included
my proud grandmother, my godparents who
were two Catholic friends of my family, my

priest. | have no memory of the prayers o
ritual, but | do remember leaning over the fon
while the priest poured the cold water over m
head as he intoned the proper prayers.
interesting note on my godparents...m
godmother was a French Basque lady and my
godfather was an Irishman, a long-time drinking
buddy of my father’'s. Both had been friends o
my parents for years, were devoutly Catholic
and had watched me grow and mature since my
birth.

Between the times of my Baptism and
Confirmation some two years later, | attended
regular weekly catechism class. Picture this
clueless little country boy attending class in a
sheep barn of one of the many Kern County
Basque sheep growers, who lived about a mile
from my house. | knew little of Catholic
theology and dogma and was awed by the priegts
and Franciscan sisters who taught the class. On
the first day, when my mom dropped me off,
was introduced to Sister Reed, a beautiful young
nun who quickly had all of us in the class eating
out of her hand. It wasn't until at least thred
years later that | realized that her name wasn't
Sister Reed but Sister Rita. As was the custom
in those days, when young women made thejr
perpetual profession they chose a favorite saints
name as their own.

One last recollection of this decade of my life ig
preparing for Confirmation. We met for many
Saturdays in a classroom of the old St. Franci|s
Parochial school, across the street from the
church. The room smelled of floor wax and
chalk dust, and the desks were scarred and well
used, being of the type attached to metal runnefrs
and having fold-up seats.

continued on next page
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The nun who was our teacher wore the brown
Franciscan habit of old, was quite stern and
always had the dreaded “cricket” clicker in hand,

which she used often to “keep us in line.” We

learned and parroted back the answers to the
Catechism questions until we had them down pat
and letter perfect. We were kept in mortal fear by
the nun’s admonition that we didn’'t want to be

embarrassed by mistakes when the Diocesan
bishop presided at the celebration.

Of that day's ceremony, | remember very litlte  The Interactive Labyrinth
except that our group made no mistakes in is Here!l

answering the bishop’s questions and he was very

complimentary. The other recollection, still clear _ ) ) _
in my mind to this day, is of him sticking his The Labyrinth/Prayer Path is available in
thumb into a little silver container and marking Advent's Narthex through March 132009 and

my forehead with the sign of the cross. we encourage everyone o engage thi
contemplative means of prayer.

That all of this happened over sixty years ago and ) ) _

is still indelibly imprinted on my mind is pretty !t iS especially meaningful to offer the
amazing to me. However, the real meaning of all labyrinth/prayer — path ~as we enter Lent.
of this has only come to me recently as | finally Incorporagtmg the' anC|ent_ tradltlon. of Walkmg
understand the amazing power and grace of the Prayer with a varlety_of mlxe_d media stat|0n§ tg
Holy Spirit. It has been the leaven in my life from ~ €nhance the experience, it offers a uniqu
the very beginning, moving and rising ever so opportunity for reflecting upon and opening our
slowly, a Holy Presence guiding and influencing  nearts to God.

me throughout the years until finally I accept that S N
| have always, from the moment of my Open to individuals and families, last year many

conception, been “a beloved child of God.” of you express_e_d that walk_ing the labyrinth was
meaningful spiritual experience. People of al
ages were very positive including the youth whg
were particularly moved by it.

The Labyrinth will be open Monday through
Thank you for your generous response and Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. It will also be open
contributions to our superbowl pizza and subs Tuesdays from 5 PM to 8 PM and Thursdays fron
fundraiser. We raised $315.00 (after expenses) 8:00 PM to 9:30 PM after the soup supper an
towards our larger goal to help fund this Lenten service.
Summer's National Youth event and for our
confirmation class trip. Thrivent matched what We still need people to host the labyrinth orj
we raised! And, in the spirit of our Christian ~ Sunday afternoons if we are going to be able t
response to God's abundance, we have set aside have it available to walk. To sign up as a host 0
10% of the funds as a "tithe" that we will for any information about the labyrinth/prayer

contribute this month to an outside ministry.  Path please contact Marie Juncker, Spiritual Life

Thank you again for your kind support and Minis_tgr by phone at (408) 779-3551 or by e-mai
generosity of The Advent Lutheran Youth! at spirit@advent-lutheran.org.

11
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by Judith D.

Tom and | have continued our readings in the Rule
of Benedict, which for the last month have centered
on humility. Although contributed by a fifth cenyur
monastic, St. Benedict's wisdom applies to ourdive
in the twenty-first century. Sr. Joan Chittister,
author of the commentary we are using, observes:

Each of us, monastic or not, deals with the same
elements in life. We are all bound to the Gospel,
under leadership of some kind, faced with the
dictates of tradition or the cautions of experience
and in need of direction. (p. 49)

Benedict grounds his admonitions in the Gospel,
especially in Chapter 4 of the Rule. He writesy$Fi

of all, ‘love God with your whole heart, your whole
soul and all your strength, and love your neighdsor
yourself' (Matt. 22-37-39; Mark 12:30-31; Luke
10:27) ...and... ‘never do to another what you do
not want done to yourself' (Tob. 4:16; Matt. 7:12;
Luke 6:31)" (p. 50)

While Benedict calls the monastic community to
contemplation, nonviolence and peacemaking, St.
Joan gives us modern examples of the Riie,
doesn't talk about conflict resolution; it says,ndo
begin the conflict. It doesnt talk about
communication barriers; it says, stay gentle even
with those who are not gentle with you. It doesn’t
talk about winning; it talks about loving. (p. 51)

The twelve rungs of humility outlined by St.
Benedict are difficult to summarize and, takenafut
context, lose much of their meaning. He spends a
full chapter on humility, with much exposition. At
its core, humility is centered on obedience to @sd
exemplified in Christ's example. John Forman, a

Benedictine Oblate, summarizes the twelve rungs as:

1) always keep the fear of God before [one’s] eyes;
2) the renunciation of self-will and desire; 3)

submission to one’s superior in all obedience; 4)
patience in enduring hardship with equanimity; 5)
self-revelation and the acknowledgemeaot

Advent Adventures

sinfulness;  6) contentment with the Ip&3t
the awareness of one’s own liabilities; 8) theg
avoidance of attention-seeking behavior; 9) th¢
radical restraint of speech; 10) not ready and ptom
to laugh; 11) being mild and speaking in a few
reasonable words; and 12) embodiment.

Forman also contrasts humility with humiliation. He
explains, “One key to differentiate life-giving

humility from negating humility is the focus: Grace

given ‘humility’ acknowledges both the individual

self and the Self that transcends each of us, whi
hostile ‘humility’ is entirely self-focused and,

ultimately, consuming.” Through grace-given
humility, “we discover the human dignity in

understanding that we were called to live for God
and how to respond to that understanding so that v
are a God-story worth telling.”

In commenting on rung six, Sr. Joan obsertksa
classless society status is snatched in normall
harmless but corrosive little ways. We are a peopl
who like embossed Dbusiness cards an
monogrammed leather briefcases and invitations t
public events. We spend money we don’t have...\
have lost a sense of ‘enoughness’...Benedict tells
to quit climbing. If we can learn to love life wieer
we are, in what we have, then we will have room i
our souls for what life alone does not have tordffe
(pp- 69-70)

Sr. Joan calls humility “the lost virtue of the
twentieth century” in great need of rediscoverye Sh
writes,

Benedict is telling us that true humility is simply
measure of the self that is taken without exaggerat
approval or exaggerated quilt. Humility is the
ability to know ourselves as God knows us and t
know that it is the little we are that is preciselyr
claim on God. Humility is, then, the foundation for
our relationship with God, our connectedness tq
others, our acceptance of ourselves, our way d
using the goods of the earth and even our way (
walking through the world, without arrogance,
without domination, without scorn, without put-

downs, without disdain, without self-centeredness.

The more we know ourselves, the gentler we will b
with others.
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In December, violence erupted between the
military forces of Israel and Hamas militants,
threatening the 1.5 million civilians in the Gaza
Strip. The latest violence comes after a months-
long blockade of Gaza imposed by Israel and a
rejected proposal for ceasefire in the Gaza Strip.
The intense 3-week assault left 1300 Palestinians
residing in the Gaza Strip dead, including more
than 400 children, and wounding more than 5,000.
Thirteen Israeli soldiers and civilians have died i
the same period.

The situation within Gaza is in constant turmoil.
Food commodities and fresh water are scarce and
the constant feeling of insecurity keeps many in
their homes even though an average wait time for
bread in mornings is roughly four hours. “Gaza is
one of the most densely populated areas on the
earth,” said Robert Smith, ELCA Global Mission
Director for Europe and the Middle East.
“Because of years of occupation and then
blockade, most civilians live in extreme poverty.”
Rolling blackouts have plagued the region for
over a week and, as a result, pumps used to bring
water into households are not functioning and
sewage networks are flooding.

Hospitals also suffer from rolling blackouts;
generators operate around the clock in order to
keep the doors of the hospital open. Minimal
medical supplies and overworked or understaffed
medical teams make it difficult to treat patients
with chronic illnesses let alone those with life
threatening medical needs. On January 12 an
Israeli missile destroyed a hospital in Shijaiya,
Gaza. Established in 1968, the hospital provided
treatment free-of-charge to community residents
living below the poverty line.

Augusta Victoria Hospital, located on the Mount
of Olives in Jerusalem, is responding to the
medical needs of cancer and dialysis patients from
Gaza. “Unfortunately, it is often people with
chronic illnesses who suffer the most in a disaster

Advent Adventures

such as the one unfolding,” said Rev. Mark
Brown, regional representative, Lutheran Worlg
Federation.

As the situation is assessed and long-term plans
are made for response to Gaza, the Action by
Churches Together (ACT) Palestine Forum i$
underway with an emergency response pla
around prioritized needs

Emergency medical supplies and medicines

Emergency nutrition supplement to

vulnerable groups

Blankets Trauma counseling The ACT
Palestine Forum is comprised of Norwegiar
Church Aid (NCA), the International Orthodox
Christian Charity (IOCC), the Middle East
Council of Churches Department of Service td
Palestinian Refugees (DSPR) and others.

=}

First quarter contributions will be received by
Advent and sent to the Lutheran International
Disaster Response for this purpose. To contribute,
make checks payable to Advent, with the notation
Gaza or First Quarter Mission.

The Reach Out Program needs more food.

The Food of the Month is tuna. However, you can
donate other nonperishable foods as well. When
you shop, pick up two of something, and put onge
in a bag for church. Then leave it by the door of
stick it in your car so when you are running late
for church, you haven't forgotten your food bag.

Many people in south county need our help thi
winter. This a simple way we can make §
difference.

UJ
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Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 25,
2009, there will be a couple of changes in the
communion bread and grape juice offerings. In
addition to the regular wafers we have
traditionally used at Advent, we will offer
gluten-free wafersfor anyone who needs them

due to a wheat allergy or celiac disease. These

wafers will be in the bread plate in a separate
paper container. To request the gluten-free
wafer from Pastor, just talk with her before
worship or ask during communion.

The other change is that we will offerhite
grape juiceinstead of purple. That will make it
easier to identify the grape juice from the wine.
The same wine and bread that we have
traditionally used will also be servedOnly the
grape juice and additional gluten-free bread will
be different.

Spring is around the

corner, and in the Morgan

Hill area, occurs much

earlier than all the places

| have lived prior to

moving here. | love spring as it is nature’s
renewal time and with Lent beginning and the
excitement of Christ’s resurrection, spring is my
favorite time of the year.

Of course with renewal comes spring cleaning
planting and the repair of everything that winter
laid its cold wet hand on. It also has caused the
disuse of most outdoor things because of the
cold and inclement weather. P i 10
sure by now you have figured out that | am
leading up to our first 2009 Advent cleanup day
The bible tells us to be good stewards and take
care of everything we own. Our first opportunity}
to do this is:

Saturday, March 21

Keep this day open. Bring your whole family.
There is plenty to do for everyone in the
congregation, inside and out. Consider it a rea
fun day for fellowship, great food and the
satisfaction of accomplishment. You can help all
day or just half a day. We will start at 7:30 AM
and conclude at 4:30 PM. A continental
breakfast will be set up for our early risers ang
our famous, (Ask about last years!), catere
Barbecue lunch will be served between 12:00
and 1:30.

| =

Please RSVP to me,
George C. — Your steward of Church
Operations.
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Our Food and Fellowship group started out the
New Year with fun (winter party) and business
decisions (fund raiser) at our Winter Party on
January 25th. Here is a "snapshot" of what we
discussed and voted on.

- Fund Raiser project: 2 air conditioner

condenser replacement, 1 in the nursery and 1 in

front of the sanctuary at a cost of $3,000

- Monies left over from this project will go
towards a buffet storage cabinet in the Berkland
Fellowship Hall

- Date and Time of BBQ/Raffles - Sunday, May
17,2009 - 2:00 p.m.

- A set price for each meal ticket and a family
rate price (TBD)

- Raffle ticket price (TBD)

- Continue the Christmas card donations

- Membership report: 14 new and returning
members

- F&F Group has raised $44,022.83 from 2001-
2008

As you can see by the "snapshot" report our F&F
group continues to say "Here | Am, Lord" by

identifying the needs of the congregation and
work towards fulfilling these needs by working

together and glorifying God in the process by
making Advent a joyful and wonderful place to

worship.

We WELCOME our new members: Kevin and
Gaetana G. and Bill F. and Darlene D. to our
group and pray that you will find joy and

friendship here. We also WELCOME BACK: Ed

and Velma C., Bob E. and Mary P., Paul and
Marty G., Bob and Judy P., Bob and Ellie
(© J— great to have you all rejoin our group!

Advent Adventures

We rejoice and Praise the Lord and Thank all wh
participated and supported our fund raiser
through the years 2001-2008 that enabled us
raise $44,022.83 for our various projects.

More information will be forthcoming in the
coming months regarding our BBQ and Raffle in
May. In the meantime please”

- Mark May 17, 2009 on your calendars

- Donations of items for the raffles (this i©W

a garage sale.... new or almost new items only)

- Submit a theme for 2 air conditioner
condensers replacement

- Step up and volunteer to help

We are always seeking new members to join oy
group........ and encourage you to come and "che
us out"!

Peace, Blessings and Bon Appetite'
Nancy L.
Coordinator

Lifetouch is making
available to us an
Online Photo Directory
of the same

photographs that are in
our printed directory.
This is a free, secure
and protected tool that
is ours to use for three
years until we publish a new print directory. Nof
only will members have a unique login ID and
password, but they are in control of their own
information and may update changes as needg
As a church community, we can add new
members or update photos with annual Lifetouc
photo sessions each fall. Watch the Sunda
bulleting for more information about the Online
Community. (Members who wish may opt out of
having their information online.)

OU)U
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March
March1 -7
Sun Genesis 9:8-17 The rainbow, sign of God'’s
covenant
Psalm 25:1-10 Your paths are love and
faithfulness
1 Peter 3:18-22 Saved through water
Mark 1:9-15 The temptation of Jesus
Mon Job 4:1-21 Eliphaz speaks of sin
Tues Job 5:8-27 We are to seek God
Wed Matthew 4:1-11 Matthew’s account of Jesus’
temptation
Thu Proverbs 30:1-9 Plea to be safe from temptation
Fri 1 Peter 3:8-18a About suffering
Sat Psalm 77 Prayer for God to remember us
March 8 - 14
Sun Genesis 17:1-7, 15-160d blesses Abraham and Sara
Psalm 22:23-31 All the earth shall turn to God
Romans 4:13-25 The promise to those of
Abraham'’s faith
Mark 8:31-38 The passion prediction
Mon Genesis 21:1-7 God gives Abraham and Sarah 4
son
Tues Genesis 22:1-19 God asks Abraham to sacrifice
Isaac
Wed Mark 10:32-34 Jesus foretells his death
Thu Jeremiah 30:12-22  God will restore Israel
Fri Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-1By faith Abraham obeyed
Sat Psalm 105:1111, 37-4%0d promised life to Abraham
March 15-21
Sun Exodus 20:1-17 The commandments given at Sir]
Psalm 19 The commandments give light to
the eyes
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Christ crucified, the wisdom of
God
John 2:13-22 The cleansing of the temple
Mon 1 Kings 6:1-14, 21-22 Solomon builds the temple
Tues 2 Chronicles 29:1-11,
16-19 Hezekiah cleanses the temple
Wed Mark 11:15-19 Jesus cleanses the temple

n

Advent Adventures

March 15 -21 con.

Thu Ezra 6:1-16 King Darius orders the temple
rebuilt
Fri 1 Corinthians 3:10-23 You are God’s temple
Sat Psalm 84 How lovely is God’s dwelling
place
March 22 — 28
Sun Numbers 21:4-9 The lifting up of the serpent
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 The LORD delivers from
distress
Ephesians 2:1-10 Alive in Christ
John 3:14-21 The lifting up of the Son of Man
Mon Exodus 15:22-27 God gives the people water
Tues Numbers 20:1-13 God gives water from the rock
Wed John 8:12-20 Christ the light of the world
Thu Isaiah 60:15-22 God is our light
Fri Hebrews 3:1-6 1:1-11 The faithfulness of Moses
Sat Psalm 107:1-16 God gives food and light
March 29 - 31
Sun Jeremiah 31:31-34 A new covenant written on the
heart
Psalm 51:1-12 Create in me a clean heart
Hebrews 5:5-10 Through suffering Christ saves
John 12:20-33 The grain of wheat dying in the
earth
Mon Isaiah 43:8-13 God is our savior
Tues Isaiah 44:1-8 God gives life to the people

Make me to know your ways, O Lord,;
teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth
and teach me, for you are the God of m
salvation; for you alone | wait all day long.

Psalm 25: 4-5

Source: Between Sundays: Daily Bible
Readings Based on the Revised Common
Lectionan; Gail Ramshaw, 199

y
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Advent Adventures

‘MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE”

ADVENT WOMEN'S
BIBLE STUDY

“The Hidden Hand of God”

Wisdom Stories from
Ruth, Daniel and Esther

“Esther: Two Queens in Persia”
Study Text: Daniel chapters 5-6
Theme verse: Esther 2:17

Wednesday, March 11, 2009

Fellowship: 10:00 AM
Bible study: 10:30 AM

All women are invited!
Please join us, and bring a guest!




