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By Pastor
Anita Warner

AWAKENING HOPE

| confess it: these weeks to come are when | am
sure, every time, about being in the church and
what the church is all about. The Three Great
Holy Days and Easter take us into the heights
and depths of our life experience and our faith in
Christ.

The church is a community of people who will
walk together into the heights and depths of life.
We do so unafraid; and when we are afraid, we
remind one another to “be not afraid.” It is not
because we don't feel, or don’t want to feel; on
the contrary, the church is all about living in the
world, immersed in the sorrows and joys of life.
What we say to one another is that this is how
Christ's death and resurrection are showing
themselves in our lives.

Worshiping together gives us voice, words and
actions for seeing the reality of God in our lives
and in our world. Each Sunday we celebrate
Christ’'s resurrection. During The Great Three
Days we walk together in a different way, a way
of wonder, of tasting, touching, moving to,
hearing and seeing the mystery of Christ death
and resurrection. For Jesus really died, in the
flesh, for the whole world, and was really raised,
in the flesh, for the whole world.

Our church community celebrates The Great
Three Days in a wonderful way — in the flesh.
These days are about our baptized life — going
into the depths with Christ and rising with him.

Advent Adventures

We tell each other this story in deeply persona
ways. This will happen on Maundy Thursday in
our worship, washing one another’s feet as

sign of service to one another and the world, an
sharing our Lord’s Supper. This will happen or
Good Friday, as dozens of people — children an
youth in Sunday school, adults and families -
have prepared a Way of the Cross we will wall
together. This will happen on the Easter Vigil,

as we walk with those being baptized into the

mystery of faith and as different people tell the
stories of faith in creative ways. This is ong
great story, spanning three days.

A Eucharistic prayer says, “We cry out for the
resurrection of our lives...” Yes, we do, in every

sorrow, every death, every ending, every fear

every loss. We do, for The Great Three Days at
from the beginning both cross and resurrectior
the victory of God in Christ. Walk together with
me and this community, to the dawn of Easte
awakening hope.

Each member of Advent receives a monthly
issue of The Lutheranmagazine in the mail.
This award-winning magazine contains articles
on spiritual life, the life of the church arounckth
world, initiatives and news from the whole
ELCA, devotional reading, theology,
testimonies, book, music and movie reviews
and much more. Advent has an every-househo
subscription plan that lowers the price
significantly, to $7.95 per year per householg
(without this every-member plan, an individual
subscription would be $17.95). In this month’g
newsletter is an envelope you may use if yo
would like to cover the cost of your yearly
subscription; simply return it to the church
office or in the Sunday offering. If you believe
thatThe Lutherans an important outreach, then
you may even want to cover someone else
cost, too!
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3 Advent Adventures

Marie W. Juncker,
Spiritual Director

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us
a new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead...Through this you rejoice, even if now for
a little while you have had to suffer various
trials, so that the genuiness of your faith — being
more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus
Christ is revealed.” 1 Peter 1:3; 6-7.

At Eastertide we celebrate that Christ has set in
motion a new birth into a living hope by way of
his resurrection. This dynamic hope opens us
up not only to the future reality of God in our
midst, but to the realm of God before us now
that sustains us all of our days. In this hope we
are free to live more contemplatively, abiding in
the grace of God within and among us no matter
the trials we face. In this hope — Easter streiche
into every moment of the year.

Our hope is made transcendent when nourished
by the resurrection of Christ. Through it we are
encouraged to welcome the will of God that we
may be enlivened, empowered and guided by the
one true Spirit of life that overflows our hearts
and moves us to love our neighbor as ourselves.

Active hope in the resurrection life of Christ is
generative; it goes on spawning new life
reaching to all people and the whole of creation
as it makes midwives of those who are living in
its wake. This life-giving hope comes alive in
the imagination, sparkles in inspiration,dan

enters into new ways of seeing and being that
then become portals to the kingdom before us.

Living hope graciously radiates Easter. Through
it we embody the resurrection life not merely for
our own sake but that others too might be set
free. This ever present and living hope is our
joy and our transformation.

As we live in the hope that comes through the

resurrection of Christ may we become ever

available to God that our whole life be given for

God’s glory and praise regardless the challenges
we face! In this inspiring hope may we be ever

awake and attuned to the resurrecting Christ in
our midst! In this transforming hope may we be
ever free to shine the life-giving light of Christ
through our lives. In this resurrecting hope may
we express our genuine callings so as to release
the gift of the Spirit! With this magnificent
hope may our hearts so burst with the Spirit that
the gracious living water of God may flow
through us into the world as it gushes up to
eternal life!!!

A joyous Eastertide to all.

Advent Lutheran Church
16870 Murphy Ave.
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Mailed in Morgan Hill
No Subscription Fee
Monthly Publication
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by Valerie S.

This month's featured family is Allen and
Margie S. from Gilroy. Allen is actually a
Charter Member, having joined Advent with his
parents back in the 70's . Margie joined this
community in 1979 when she and Allen moved
back to Gilroy from Modesto. Their daughters
were both baptized here at Advent! This church
and the people who are here are their family and
the church feels like home to them.

They are glad that their daughters had the
exposure to a woman pastor, who was originally
in Materials Science and Engineering. They are
grateful that their daughters were raised in a

church where there was a female pastor to serve

as a role model for younger women.

Allen said that he has observed the change inthe (408) 779-3551 or by e-mail at spirit@advent

population and he said , that, as more non-
Lutherans join us here, the discussioms a

enriched by the variety of perspectives thes
new faces bring. Allen feels that this diversity
gives us a far-reaching selection of activities an
gives us an extended form of Lutheranism.

They enjoy many activities. Margie is head of
the Altar Guild and serves as lector and as

communion assistant. Allen is a cantor, actof,

script writer, choir member and leads the Adul
Sunday School. They cited lots of othet
activities here... a long list... gardening, fegdin
the poor, a myriad of Bible studies, a variety o
worship groups, Yyouth activities, drama,
multiple music groups...maybe you would like
to add to this list!

If you would like more information about these
groups, feel free to ask. I'd be very happy t
introduce you to them!

Would you like to be part
of a Green Team a
Advent? Last Septembe
we aired documentaries the
presented moving storie:
about how some
communities of faith are
addressing environments /
issues of our day in tangible
ways. Some of those who

Rz
[ (7

attended these videos became
forming a “Green Team” at Advent to focus on
ways that we can be more green in general and
look at specific projects that could make 9§
difference.

interested

If you are interested please contact Marie W

Juncker, the Spiritual Life Minister by phone at

lutheran.org.
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6 Advent Adventures

Holy week and the great three days are upon us. This is a time for each of us to
individually mark, remember, and respond to these important moments in the life of Christ.
This is also a time for families to share these moments together, but most especially a time
for the Great Family to come together.

Many of our family members are going to be a part of this great time in the church year in
various ways. Please be sure to join us during this week beginning on Maundy Thursday
where we will remember Jesus’ last supper. Good Friday provides us with a time to walk
together through the stations of the cross. Each station includes art created by children,
youth, and members of our congregation. These stations provide us with a unique

experience of Christ’s final steps to the cross. Easter Vigil is a time to re-live the stories of
our faith and prepare for Christ’s resurrection. We will also celebrate the gift of baptism
when three of our youth and one child are baptized in the presence of our congregation. Of
course, on Easter Sunday , we will celebrate together the true, new life found in the
resurrection of Christ at our usual service times.

Please be sure to experience each of these days with your Great Family, represented in
Advent’s congregation. See how each of these special days may enliven your faith and
understanding of God’s transformative power.
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Palm Sunday / The Sunday of the
Passion is on April 4. The
congregation will meet outsid
(weather permitting) for the Procession with
Palms, remembering Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem. The Chancel Choir will provide
special music during both the 8:00 and 10:45
worship services. After the beginning liturgy of

palms, the readings turn us to then hear and

reflect upon Jesus’ Passion according to Mark,
and the sixth petition of the Lord’s Prayer, Save
us from the time of trial.

Maundy Thursday, April 9,
is the end of Lent and the
beginning of the Triduum, the
Great Three Days central togh
our faith. We gather for %
worship at 7:00 PM, around
Jesus’ command of his disciples to love one
another, showing his love and service in
washing their feet, and sharing with them the
Last Supper. Those who wish to participate in
having their feet washed and washing the feet of
others are welcome to do so (wear appropriate
footwear). We will share the Lord’s Supper and
after the altar is stripped, symbolizing the
humiliation of our Lord, we leave in silence.
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Good Friday, April 10, is a day to

mark the suffering and death of Chris§3\
and our redemption. The worship f{é
service will be at 7:00 PM and we M\
will walk A Way of the Crosdoth ®
outside and inside the sanctuary — participating
in readings and songs and visual meditations
along Jesus’ road of suffering that are being
prepared by people in our congregation,
including Sunday School classes (grades 3-12),
families and individuals. There will be seats at

Advent Adventures

each station for those who find standing
difficult. The end of the service is for offering
our own prayers in community with others. Thg
congregation again leaves in silence, the
gathers again after sundown on Saturday.

Easter Vigil, Saturday evening, April 11, is the
first joyous celebration of Easter, and 4§
movement with Christ from the darkness of
death to the light of resurrectioMorship is at
8:00 PM (after sundown). The congregation

will gather outside near the front door as the

New Fire is lit. We process with candles lit
from the Paschal candle into the sanctuary ar
hear the Easter Proclamation sung. Stories fro
the Old Testament, which trace God’s salvatio
through history, will be told and performed by
people in our congregation. Some people wil
be baptized, and each person in the congregati
may affirm his or her own baptism. Then, we
together bring out the Easter decorations an
celebrate the first Holy Communion of Easter
There will be a festive reception for all, in honor
of the newly baptized at the end of the worshij
service. Come and be a part of this anciern
liturgy and of welcoming others into Christ and
into our congregation.

Easter Sunday is April 12,
with festivalworship services
at 8:00 and 10:45 AM.The
Chancel Choir will sing
during worship.

Experience the sights, sounds and actions
these awesome days, and Christ will renew you
heart and spirit in the deepest truths of life.

The youth will serve an Easter Breakfast fron
9:00 - 11:00 AM and receive freewill donations

for the breakfast. These funds will support the

youth in their participation in serving in New
Orleans during the ELCA National Youth
Gathering, “Jesus Justice Jazz,” and/or in the
participation in a week of Christian summer
camp on houseboats.
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10 Advent Adventures

32" Annual South Bay
CROP HUNGER WALK

COME JOIN OUR OWN ADVENT TEAMI!

April 26, 20 09
1:30 PM

Hoover Middle School
1635 Park Av enue
San Jose

(1 or 5 mile Options)

Support hunger and disaster relief through Second Harvest Food Bank
Sacred heart Community Service , and Church World Service

Sign up on www.cropwalkonline.org
Click on California

Click on Bay Area CROP Hunger Walk

Type in “Advent” in the box
Below, click on Advent Lutheran Church
Click on Join and follow instructions
(At this point, you can also click on “Donate” if you do not wish to join the team,
but wish to contribute to this program)
Click on Participant Center for emails to send to family and friends.

Everything is there!!

or

Receive information and materials starting Sunday, March 22" between
services in Berkland Hall. Any questions, please see Karen L.




11

The February 2009 Church Council Meeting
took place at the church on Monday, February
23, 2009 at 7:00 pm.

The first item discussed was the need for one more
participant to the Synod Assembly in May 2009.

The eligible person would be a member of the
church. If you are interested, please contactoPast

Warner.

Dennis H. reviewed the financial status of the
church for the month of January. He stated that th
mortgage shortfall is approximately $3,300 for the
month of January. Total cash available for the
general fund as of January 31, 2009 was
approximately $25,000. This continues to be an
area of focus for the church council as the parking
lot fund has an outstanding amount of $32,000.

The church members should know that we all must
keep in mind that our contributions must consider
the parking lot deficit and any additional
contributions for this purpose would be very much
appreciated.

Norman O. reviewed the status of the new Personnel
Committee. The purpose of this committee will be
to focus on personnel related issues and to ensure
that the church is compliant with all Human
Resource laws and regulations. Currently, the
members of this Committee is Grant L., Mike O.,
Molly C., Gaetana G., Norman O. and Anita
Warner.

Judith D. has rolled out an email communication to
the congregation as a whole. If you haven't
received your weekly communication by email,
please let Sherry Q. in the church office know so
that you can receive the email on a regular basis.

The Council then reviewed the detailed notes taken
at the Council Retreat which was held all day on
Saturday, January 24, 2009. It was discussed which
subset groups were going to be needed to move the
council’s initiatives forward for this year. Pleas
ask any council member on what these initiatives ar
for this year.

Advent Adventures

Tom D. described the second quarter mission. |t
will be the Bethania Kids. Tentatively, the third
quarter mission is the Lutheran Social Services and
tentatively, the fourth quarter is Love in Action
boxes.

Marty G. is organizing the Lenten Soup Suppers i
terms of set up and clean up schedules. If you are
interested in assisting, please contact Marty G..

—

Everyone was very pleased that Ruth Winter would
remain with the church as accompanist for the ne
year.

—

The meeting ended at approximately 9:15 pm.

We are looking for people who are interested in
our church becoming a more welcoming
congregation to newcomers. The church councj
wants to develop a plan and has made this a major
goal for 2009.

We need your help.

Please join us Saturday, April 4th from 9 - 11 am
for our first meeting. The council cannot do thig
alone. We need your help. Contact anyone dn
council or call the church office for more
information.

Hope to see you on April 4th
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We must not only give what we have,
We must also give what we are.
Desire Joseph Mercier

When | was asked to write an article on our
Building Fund, this quote came to mind. It is
one of 15 rotating quotes that act as a screen
saver on my home computer, and | thought it
was a perfect description of Advent Lutheran.
We are foremost a church of people, individuals
who have a common bond and who share the
grace of God. | think we would all agree that
when we think of church, of Advent Lutheran,
we think first of the people in the church and
secondly as the church being a place of worship,
a physical structure. As individuals, we all have
the opportunity to share of ourselves, to reach
out to those in need, to lend a helping hand and
to offer comfort to those who are hurting. But
we're fortunate to belong to Advent Lutheran
where we can do so much more, not only for the
members of our congregation, but for the
community as a whole and to those individuals
who desperately need our assistance.

Most of us are familiar with the many wonderful
ministries of Advent Lutheran. But there are
outside groups that rely on our “physical
church” to offer support to many organizations
and individuals. We also assist Alcoholics
Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Al-anon,
Food Addicts Anonymous, Overeaters
Anonymous, Boy Scouts of America, Girl
Scouts of America, Spanish Church of Gilroy,
Morgan Hill Parent Child Nursery School,
Second Harvest Food Bank, Women's
Spirituality ~ Group, Martha’s Kitchen
Community Dinner, Good Grief and others that
I'm sure can be added to the list. Sharing the
church buildings with these organizations is the
“We must not only give what we have” part, of
the Charity quote.

When we pledge to the Building Fund, we'rg
not just pledging to have a “physical church” fon
worship and our ministries, we’re pledging to
help those individuals who are struggling with
addictions, or who may have their only meal o
the day at our church. We’re also helping
children grow in a positive Christian
environment. Many of these groups pay to us
our facility, but some simply can't. This is the
“We must give what we are” part of the Charityf
quote.

Now for the “ah ha” of this article. Our monthly
fixed obligations for the Building Fund include
$9.443 for the mortgage and $425 to the city d
Morgan Hill for our in lieu of loan. In January

of 2009, we received $6,647 which is $3,121

less than we spent. This isn't the case eve
month but based on pledges from our “Here

Am, Lord” campaign it looks like we will take

in less each month than we are spending. We'
going through some tough economic timeg
worse than most of us have ever experience
but Advent needs your help. Something a
small as adding $5.00 to your weekly envelop
would bring in $2,000 to $3,000 each month

We need to get creative and | would appreciate

any ideas you may want to share with me or an
of the members of the church council.

Brad B.
Stewardship Chair

We need worship assistants for the three spec
services prior to Easter Sunday - Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigi
Service. Please call Sherry in the office if you
can help with any or all of these services.

Thank you!!!
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by Judith D.

Benedictine prayer is based on the psalms, the very

prayers that Jesus used. Prayer is an unceasio§ act
presenting ourselves before the face of God and
begging for insight and courage to go on. The
Divine Office is the set of psalms, Scripture

readings, and prayers that have been identified as

the official prayer of the church.

To quote Sr. Joan Chittister in her commentary,
“There are three dimensions of the treatment of
prayer in the Rule of Benedict that deserve special
attention. In the first place, it is presented
immediately after the chapter on humility. In the
second place, it is not a treatise on private praye
In the third place, it is scriptural rather than
personal. Prayer is, then, the natural response of
people who know their place in the universe. It is
not designed to be a psychological comfort zone
though surely comfort it must. And lastly, it isaut

of community and an act of awareness.” (p. 75)

Sr. Joan explains that what modern life sees as

inhumanly rigorous in the application of hours of
prayer throughout the day and night is more a
reflection of how we choose to spend our time
today. In a world without electricity, people
naturally went to bed at sundown, about 6:00 pm.
Waking at 2:00 am to pray actually followed a full
eight hours of sleep. The remaining hours until
daybreak were spent in prayer and study until the
beginning of the workday. Nowadays we extend our
day after the workday hours, but we fill the time
with television, parties, or even more work. As she
says, “We fill our lives with the mundane. Theydth
monastics] got up to pray and to study the
Scriptures. They filled their souls with the sacted
(p. 76)

For me in this time of Lent, | am more attuned tp m
own “soul work.” With many in our congregation, |
set aside time for Lenten study, attend an extra
service of Evening Prayer during the week, and
reflect on the 40 days of preparation for Easter. |
ponder the quality of my life and the values
underlying decisions | make on spending my time

Advent Adventures

energy, and money. As | anticipate our return & th

monastery in April to celebrate the Triduum and ouf

Lord’s Resurrection with the Benedictine sisterg, m

impatience grows to resume time as measured by the

hours of prayer.

For several years Advent has experienced gn
inconsistent pattern of donations over the yealr.

Income peaks around Easter, dips through th
summertime and peaks once more in the perig
before Christmas. This follows the cycle of the
church and secular year and is understandable b
unfortunately Advent's outgoing expenses are ver
much more regular.

Simply Giving is a program run in conjunction with
Thrivent Financial that supports a modern
stewardship approach allowing members and dono
to make their church offerings and charitablg
donations through electronic funds transfer (EFT
directly from their checking or savings accounts
The automated giving program allows payments t
be deposited directly into our congregation's
accounts on a steady, uninterrupted basis. In th
way Advent enjoys greater financial stability, lesg
bookkeeping, and more confidence in meeting ol
financial goals and obligations.

Many Lutherans already know how convenient EFT

is for paying bills and simplifying their financial
records. The Simply Giving program allows this

same convenience for offerings and donationg.

Please consider using this approach for your regul
donation.

Please pick up the Simply Giving leaflet at Advent
or speak to Brad B. (Stewardship Chair -
finance@advent-lutheran.org) or Beth C. (Assistan
Financial Secretary)
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THE SHACK
by WILLIAM P. YOUNG

Mack Philips' daughter, Missy, was abducted and
brutally murdered. He is angry with God and barely
hanging on to faith. An invitation to "The Shack"

helps him confront his deep sadness and begin to

heal---how does this happen? Read THE SHACK.

THE LANGUAGE OF GOD
by FRANCIS S. COLLINS

This book was referenced by Pastor Warner in her

sermons on science and Creation. Collins headed the

Human Genome Project. He argues the belief in a
transcendent, personal God who performs miracles
can coexist with a scientific picture of the wotlt
includes evolution. He says "God is most certainly
not threatened by science, He made it all possible.

SIN BOLDLY: A FIELD GUIDE TO GRACE
by CATHLEEN FALSANI

"Justice is getting what you deserve. Mercy is not
getting what you deserve. And grace is getting what
you absolutely do not deserve." Falsani is on the

lookout for grace wherever she goes, and where she

finds it is both instructive and entertaining.

LISTEN TO THE WIND
by GREG MORTENSEN

The author of THREE CUPS OF TEA writes a
version for children. Mortensen attempted to climb
K2 in Pakistan, failed, and in poor health stumbled
into the village of Korphe. He was nursed back to
health and was shocked to find the village had no
school. He vowed to repay the villagers' kindness
and came back to help build 55 schools in the
impoverished region. Thadult book is translated
into the universal language of art and kid-speak.
Inspirational for children and adults---how one
person can change thousands of lives.

Want to help with the Advent Library?
Contact JoAnn B. (778-3204) or
Janet K. (607-6344)

Advent Adventures

The Food and Fellowship
Group is sponsoring their
Annual BBQ and Raffle on

Sunday, May 17, 2009 at
Advent in Berkland Hall. You

are all welcome......Please mark
your calendars!

Thank you Rosemary Perry for submitting thg
winning theme for our fund raiser this year!

"AIR IT OUT"
Our Project:

2 air conditioner condenser replacement
1 in the nursery
1 in the front of the sanctuary

Our Goal: fiedse $3000
Ticket Prices: $10 - Adults (18 anabr)
$ 5 - Children (5 - 17 yrs)
$ 1 -Kids (1-5yrs)
Raffle Prices: We are still working on the paze
and price.

With our economy at a downturn this year ang
many people feeling a little ""weary", this BBQ
could just be the event that would lift our spirits
To come together as a group and congregation a
enjoy an afternoon of Food and Fellowship at
worthwhile and needy project would be fun ang
God pleasing indeed!

Could | ask a favor of all of you......... could you
please think of what you can and would like to dg
for our event and let me know or if you would like
for me to assign you a task........ that would wor
out too........ the main thing is to step up and ge
involved and the sense of joy will be there for
you! You DO NOT have to be a member of our
group. ALL ARE WELCOME!

| hope that hear from ALL of you!
Peace and Blessings

>

bt

Nancy L., Coordinator




15

Advent Adventures




16

Enclosed in this newsletter is an invitation letter
for the reawakening of the Men’s Fellowship
Group. Jim C. and Tom D. have chosen
Saturday, April 4 at 7:00 AM for the first

meeting to decide what type of study and best

time and dates to meet. Please come to have

fellowship with other men of faith. For more
information see Tom or Jim.

#

The Reach Out Program needs more food.

The Food of the Month is canned fruit.
However, you can donate other nonperishable
foods as well. When you shop, pick up two of
something, and put one in a bag for church.
Then leave it by the door or stick it in your car
so when you are running late for church, you
haven't forgotten your food bag.

Many people in south county need our help this
winter. This a simple way we can make a
difference.

If you are interested in helping others find food:
- Make sure they have a picture 1.D.
- Call the Food Information Hotline at
1-800-984-3663.

Give the zip-codes of where the person lives and
nearby zip-codes.

Advent Adventures

You are invited to be a part of Advents
Community Garden. Whether you are a new @
experienced gardener, this is an opportunity t
grow things for yourself and the community. Fot
some, it will be like a Victory Garden, a simple
way of encouragement and help in hard
economic times. For others, it is therapy. For al
it is sharing the blessing of simple and good
food.

O =

Why not have your family adopt a plot and rais¢
your own vegetables this summer? Surplu
produce will be available for sharing throughou
the season. Considerthe garden as an
opportunity to feed your family and the
community by  sharing the  fruits  of your
labors with others.

2]

You may have your own plot or share a plot
with someone else. The land north of the
sanctuary is being prepared for planting thig
month by Craig Simberg. There will be a brief
gathering and conversation for all who are
interested in the garden on Saturday, April 25, at
11:30 AM at the garden, to meet one another
and decide on any common practices we agree
to share, followed by a blessing of the land angd
of the seeds we will plant.

If you are interested in being a part of thg
Community Garden but cannot come on Apri
25, contact the church office, 779-3551, Marty
G., or Marie Juncker at 408-779-3551 of
spirit@advent-lutheran.org
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by
Tom D.

As many of you know, Judith and | have been
waiting since last November for a call to be in

mission to our brothers and sisters in El

Salvador for eight weeks this coming summer.
This long wait was accompanied by much

prayer, hope and trust that the call from the Holy
Spirit that we’'d been hearing was about to be
answered. Well, as so often happens when
dealing with the Holy Spirit, we got our answer

on Thursday, March 12, 2009, and the answer
was, “NO! You just thought that this was the

plan, but | have a different plan for you.”

Only two days later, we were accepted to be on
the team ofSanta Cruz al Salvadpra non-
profit, faith-based organization from Santa Cruz,
California, which has had a fifteen-year
relationship with a small group of post-
revolution communities in El Salvador.
Ciudadela ‘Doctor Guillermo Manuel Umberto
Ungo’ is the name of the largest community in
addition to nine other small, independently-
governed villages, scattered in close proximity

around the base of the Guazapa volcano. We

will spend eight days in November on an
intimate, personal journey as we live, commune
and share with men, women and children who
are bravely rebuilding a new life of justice,

dignity, and hope, supported in Christian love
by another group of committed believers.

We are thankful that we've been able to wait
and trust that God’s plan would be revealed to
us in His time. We ask your prayers over the
next months as we continue planning for this
exciting new adventure and seek your support in
whatever ways you feel led.

We could never have made this happen in our
own power. God Reigns!

Advent Adventures

Mark your calendars now for Saturday, May 2
2009, to attend a delicious traditional
Salvadoran dinner prepared by the entir
Dunham clan. This benefit dinner will raise
funds for the planned mission trip to El Salvador
in November 2009 witlsanta Cruz al Salvador
(see article above).

1%

The funds will supporBanta Cruz al Salvador’s

ministries of elementary, high school and
university student scholarships, school lunches
children’s craft projects, women’s work focused
on health care, environment and family
violence, the village store near the health clinig,
and the Health Clinic itself, as well as funding
for the Lutheran Church in El Salvador.
Financial support for our personal travel
expenses is welcome and should be made
separately through Advent.

U7

The dinner is open to the Advent faith
community as well as the wider communities of
Gilroy, San Martin, Morgan Hill and San Jose
Invite your family and friends to share in the fun
and ministry!

Time and Date: 5:30 P.M., May 2, 2009

Place: Advent Lutheran Church
16870 Murphy Avenue
Morgan Hill, Ca
Cost: Free Will Offering
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A workshop on the contemplative practice and use of Centering
Prayer will be held at  Advent Lutheran Church on Saturday,
May 9, 2009.

Centering Prayer is a method of prayer revived from ancient
teachings in the Christian contemplative heritage that emphasize
prayer as personal relationship with God. Centering Prayer offers
us a way to quiet ourselves. By taking time to “rest in God” each
day, we prepare to receive the gift of God's presence.

We invite you to join together in this workshop led by Tom and Judith Dunham that will
introduce and strengthen the practice of Centering Prayer and give everyone the
opportunity to experience deep silence with multiple sittings of prayer. The morning session
will offer instruction and practice until noon, followed by a simple lunch and optional
afternoon sittings.

Date: May 9, 2009

Time: 9:00 am - noon, Lunch, optional prayer sittings until 2:00 pm.
Place: Advent Lutheran Church

RSVP: (408) 846-4542 or sign up at church

Suggested Donation: $5.00

The Gift of Silence

Silence is a gift, an invaluable and necessary gift to be experienced as treasure, as
necessary as water to a thirsty plant. Why would we seek it in this world of beauty, people
all around, and interesting events? Some seek silence to calm the restless soul, others to
discover oneself, others to pursue an uninterrupted experience of God’s presence. At the
beginning of his earthly ministry, the Spirit of God led Jesus into the desert, a place of
external silence. In the absence of noise outside, he encountered the noise of internal
struggle with temptations that are similar to ours. This time of desert silence was necessary
to prepare Jesus for his ministry of love and compassion in a troubled world. So it is with
us. We need to consent to be in God’s presence first, and to surrender our agenda to
God’s. Then we may be led to prayers of adoration, intercession, listening, guidance,

scripture reflection, or to compassionate acts of justice and mercy. (Contemplative Outreach
Society of Orego
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Homemade shirts spread the word... Hitting the road to collect some canned foods...

The kids made quite a haul for the food bank Taking their minds off food with some games...

Letting the community know that they care... A well deserved breakfast, thank you, Tom
and Judith!




Advent Adventures
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April
April1 -4
Wed John 13:34-50 God gives eternal life
Thu Haggai 2:1, 20-23  God promises future blessings
Fri 2 Corinthians 3:4-11 God’s glory in Christ
Sat Psalm 119:9-16 Treasuring God’s word
April 5-11
Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-11 Hosanna
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-2®Blessed is the one who comes
Isaiah 50:4-9a The servant of the Lord suffers
Psalm 31:9-16 | commend my spirit
Philippians 2:5-11 Humbled to the point of death
Mark 14:1-15:47 The passion and death of Jesus
Mon Psalm 10 Prayer for destruction of the
wicked
Tues Psalm 44 Prayer for protection from the
wicked
Wed Psalm 137 We sat down and wept
Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14The Passover of the LORD
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19The cup of salvation
1 Corintt 11:23-26  Proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes
John 13:1-17, 31b-35The service of Christ:
footwashing and meal
Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 The suffering servant
Psalm 22 My God, why have you forsaken
me?
Hebrews 10:16-25 The way to God is opened by
Jesus’ death
or Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9 Jesus, the merciful high priest
John 18:1-19:42 The passion and death of Jesus
Holy Saturday
Lament 3:1-9, 19-24 In God | hope
Easter Vigil

Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Exodus 14:10-31;
15:20-21

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Daniel 3:1-29
Romans 6:3-11
Mark 16:1-8

Creation

Israel's deliverance at the Red
Sea

Vision of the dry bones
Deliverance from the fiery furnac
Dying and rising with Christ

The resurrection is announced

D

April 12 - 18

Easter Sunday
Isaiah 25:6-9

The feast of victory

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-240n this day the LORD has acted

Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18

God raised Jesus on the third day
Seeing the risen Christ

The creation of the world

The works of God

Mark’s account of the
resurrection

The song of the lover

The resurrected body

God’s steadfast love

The believers’ common life
How good it is to live in unity
Walking in the light

Beholding the wounds of the
risen Christ

God saves the three men from
the fire

God saves Daniel from the lions
Jesus teaches about the
resurrection

Song of victory

A new commandment

Praise to God

Health and forgiveness through Jesus
The LORD does wonders for the

The revealing of the children of God

Luke 24:36b-48 Eating with the risen Christ

Jeremiah 30:1-11&o0d will save the people
Daniel 10:2-19 Daniel’s vision strengthens him
Jesus appears to the disciples

Mon Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Tues Psalm 104-1:24
Wed Mark 16:1-8
Thu Song of Sol 3:1-11
Fri 1 Corinth 15:35-58
Sat Psalm 136
April 19 - 25
Sun Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31
Mon Daniel 3:1-30
Tues Daniel 7:1-28
Wed Mark 12:18-27
Thu Isaiah 26:1-15
Fri 1 John 2:3-17
Sat Psalm 135
April 26 - 30
Sun Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
faithful
1 John 3:1-7
Mon
Tues
Wed Mark 16:9-18
Thu

Hosea 5:15-6:6 Salvation on the third day

Make me to know your ways, O Lord,;
teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth
and teach me, for you are the God of m
salvation; for you alone | wait all day long.

Psalm 25: 4-5

Source: Between Sundays: Daily Bible
Readings Based on the Revised Common
Lectionan; Gail Ramshav 1997

y
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Advent Adventures

‘MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE”

ADVENT WOMEN'S
BIBLE STUDY

The Hidden Hand of God:

Wisdom Stories from Ruth,
Daniel and Esther

“Esther: For Such a time as This”

Theme verse: Esther 4:14

Wednesday, April 8, 2009

Fellowship: 10:00 AM
Bible study: 10:30 AM

All women are invited!
Please join us, and bring a guest!
Potluck luncheon follows the study.




