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By Pastor  
Anita Warner�

 
PRACTICING RESURRECTION 
 
As I write this, I am still aglow with Easter and 
the holy days before: 
 

·  gathering with some of you on Maundy 
Thursday for a simple remembrance of 
Christ’s great gifts he left us 

·  walking a Way of the Cross on Good 
Friday, meditating on the lively artistic 
pieces created by some of you to show 
the love of Christ for us 

·  a glorious Saturday Vigil of candlelight, 
lively storytelling, beautiful baptisms 
and celebration communion 

·  the people shouting “Amen!” to Christ’s 
resurrection and ours on Easter morning 

 
Easter, the resurrection, is God’s great “Amen!” 
to the creation God so loves, including you and 
me. These are very trying times for some. We 
may be tempted to despair when problems loom 
large in our lives and in our world. 
 
But the resurrection promises life from death, 
hope from despair. Worshiping together gives us 
voice, words and actions for seeing the reality of 
God in our lives and in our world. Each Sunday, 
in fact, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection. The 
Easter season is 50 days, a week of weeks, when 
we are especially reminded of our baptism and 
of the grace given in the communion meal we 
share. 
 

 
 
 
This month also provides opportunities for 
serving together and for fellowship. Both bring 
us God’s gifts given through others to us and the 
joy of sharing meals and what we  each have to 
give.  
 
The poet Wendell Berry these wrote words I 
wish to share with you: 
 

So friends, every day do something 
that won't compute. Love the Lord. 
Love the world….Practice resurrection. 

 
Amen! 
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Thank you for all the prayers and well wishes 
during my surgery . Thank you for meals , 
flowers and visits , you have been most kind and 
my mended heart appreciates all of your 
kindness. 
 
Your friend in Christ Ellie P. and family 
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Thank you so much for such a kind monetary 
donation. We are doing fine and have kept the 
faith since this disaster began. 
 
The Silva family /(Rudy Silva is in Pastor 
Anita's Spanish class and their family suffered a 
house fire last month.) 
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Marie W. Juncker,  
Spiritual Director 
 
 
 

“My speech and my proclamation were not with 
plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that 
your faith might rest not on human wisdom but 
on the power of God.”  1 Cor. 2:4-5 
 
In his 2009 Easter Message, the Presiding 
Bishop of the ELCA said - “‘Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified ... has been raised’” (Mark 
16:6) “’Jesus lives and resurrection hope 
beckons.  Jesus' resurrection on the third day 
signals that God is not finished until the life of 
Jesus renews the whole creation. Sinners once 
haunted by the threats of judgment will live 
forgiven, restored, renewed and freed. All lives 
broken by sin's injustices and haunted by death's 
terrors will be transformed by joy and 
transfigured into the new creation in Christ. You 
and I are witnesses of this new creation. You 
have been baptized into Jesus' death and 
resurrection and have heard his promise. Your 
lives are hidden in his and he feeds you with a 
foretaste of the eternal feast of joy. He will meet 
you in your hope. He claims your daily work 
and makes it into a holy calling. He lives in you 
and sends you into the world as an ambassador 
of reconciliation, a testimony of God's 
incomparable love. Jesus lives! Your life in him 
is resurrection witness.” 

“Your life in him is resurrection witness.”  This 
says so clearly what we hope for each person 
engaged in and through Advent.  That in knowing 
and living the grace, truth and hope of Christ, 
each one of us will be in him resurrection 
witnesses.  When we wear the good news of 
Easter and express the roaring winds of Pentecost, 
we are  new creations,  transfigured for the  life of  

 

the world.  The breath of God’s Spirit manifesting 
through our lives allows us to become holy 
sacraments shining forth Christ who is the 
resurrection and the life. 

What a grace the winds of the Spirit that are 
blowing through Advent’s community.  What a 
joy when people give way to this grace in freedom 
and love.  The participation in the services for 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil 
and Easter reflect this generative and creative 
breath of God among the people in our 
community.  It is released in the many ways that 
all of us live are gifted and called to live out our 
faith. 

This month there will be another opportunity to 
give ourselves over to demonstrations of God’s 
Spirit in our community.  Within our Sunday 
morning worship service on May 3 we take time 
to pray that God make whole what is broken – 
physically, emotionally, physically and spiritually.  
We will pray that the power of the Triune God 
bring peace, healing, reconciliation and livelihood 
that all might have fullness of life.  As we come 
together with the intention of making ourselves 
available to the mystery of God at work in ways 
that are beyond our human power, we may receive 
this grace in our own lives and we may be blessed 
to become instruments of the Spirit for the sake of 
others. 

In Christ, each breath of God we express becomes 
the means of resurrection witness.  It is through 
this grace that we become an opening for people 
to glimpse God’s kingdom.  As we celebrate 
Easter and Pentecost let us notice the many ways 
we encounter the mystery of God in our midst 
ever transforming and generating new life among 
all people and the whole of creation. 
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This month , our headliner is Audie P.. Audie 
came to Morgan Hill from Ezekiel Lutheran 
Church in River Falls, Minnesota. It was 
difficult for her to leave that church and her 
pastor there went on line, when told that Morgan 
Hill was where Audie was going, and found 
Advent. So, Audie landed here in 2001, with 
daughter Amber and twins Colin and Megan.  
 
Audie works at Morgan Hill Animal Hospital 
and her daughter, Amber is following in her 
footsteps. Amber is currently going to school to 
become a Veterinarian's assistant. Colin and 
Megan are involved in the youth group here and 
did the 30 Hour fast recently. Megan enjoyed 
the experience until the end, when she got really 
hungry. 
 
Audie enjoys the  Food and Fellowship 
activities with her dinner group. She said it's a 
great way to get to know people better and a lot 
of fun. It's a way to extend relationships beyond 
the greeting on Sundays. 
       
 

 
 
When she has the time, Audie enjoys horseback 
riding and anything to do with animals. She also 
enjoys swing dancing and told me about a place 
here in Morgan Hill where you can get 
instruction and dance. Now we know where to 
go for choreography!. 
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Advent Lutheran will be hosting several 
American Red Cross blood drives this 
year.  They will be held on the third Thursday 
of every other month beginning in May. So set 
your calendar for May 21st, July 23rd, 
September 17, and November 19th. 

�
AMERICAN RED CROSS 

Morgan Hill Community Blood Drive 
Advent Lutheran Church - Berkland Hall 
Thursday, May 21st  - 1:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

 
Please schedule an appointment on line at 
BeADonor.com (sponsor code MORGAN), 
or call 1-800-GIVELIFE 

�������������������������
 Donor ID is required. 
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“It’s All in the Details”  
Parent & Youth meeting 
Monday, May 4  
7:00pm—8:30pm 
 
For all chaperones, youth, and 
parents of youth attending the 
National Youth Gathering in 
New Orleans this July. 
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Nurturing and equipping the children of India to 
change their world through Jesus’ love. 
 

Bethania Kids is a mission outreach to the 
children of the Untouchable caste of India, the 
Dalits. About 25% of the 500 million children in 
India belong to this caste. Because they are 
shunned and outcast from the rest of India’s 
society, they are doomed to a life of poverty. 
Many suffer from the effects of abuse, neglect, 
disease, alcoholism, domestic violence and 
unimaginable exploitation. This mission is being 
directly supported by Pastor Anita’s sister and 
brother-in-law, David and Marilyn Granner, 
who direct and oversee the Bethania Kids 
Foundation from their home in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
 

Bethania Kids supports orphanages for disabled 
children and Bethania Kids Centers where they 
are given the love, care, and training to go out 
and continue changing the world through Jesus’ 
love. 
 
BETHANIA KIDS AND YOU 
 
Bethania needs you. They are forced to turn 
away children every single day. You make it 
possible to accept more and more children into 
Bethania orphanages, centers for the disabled, 
and Kids Centers. You can be part of a relevant, 
meaningful ministry. You can save the life of a 
child! 
 
MISSION 
 

Bethania is a Christian mission bringing 
wholeness and hope to the poor, abandoned and 
disabled children of India, equipping them to 
share God’s love. 

 
 
 
COMMITMENT 
 
Bethania is unique in that 100% of every dollar 
donated goes directly to children’s ministry and 
programs. All administrative expenses are 
covered personally by the Board members. 
 
Make your checks payable to Advent Lutheran 
church and note “Bethania Kids” on the memo 
line. 
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If you have items you would like to donate, 
please speak to Casey before you bring them to 
church. Please speak to neighbors and friends 
that may also have items they would like to 
donate. They will be given a receipt for their 
donations (similar to Good Will donations). 
 
We are looking for help from anyone who is 
interested, but especially families of our youth 
group, to come together and help make this 
fundraiser happen. This is also a great 
opportunity for us to reach out to our Morgan 
Hill community. With enough of us, it will not 
only be successful and run smoothly, it will also 
be a lot of fun! 
 
This is one of the HUGE fundraisers for the 
youth group. We are trying to raise enough 
money to pay for all of our trips this summer. If 
you are an adult and available to donate time or 
anything else to help make this fundraiser a 
success, please speak to Casey Carlson as soon 
as possible. Contact her through email 
(youth@advent-lutheran.org) or by phone (761-
6673). 
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                                      The book to highlight this month continues in the way of last month’s Book Nook.  There  
                                      are many Bible study resources and many alternating translations of the Bible that often  
                                      leave us overwhelmed with a decision that, at first glance, should be a simple one.  The 
Lutheran Study Bible NRSV (Augsburg Fortress) is a brand new study Bible that has been published in order to 
clear the way for those of us looking for a new Bible.   

The Lutheran Study Bible can be found in our front office, as well as displayed on our Youth & Family Resource 
center in the Fellowship Hall.  Please take some time to look through it and see for yourself what a wonderful 
resource this Bible will be for your life.  With a glance at the Table of Contents it is plain to see that this Bible 
has been thoughtfully put together with clarity of language, Biblical education, and theology as its guide 
throughout its construction.  I recommend this Bible for those of Confirmation age and beyond, but especially for 
young adults and up.  I make this distinction because The Lutheran Study Bible is very thorough and its 
theological content blends nicely with the questions, spiritual desires, and comprehension most usually found at 
those older stages in our faith journey.  Below, I have shared with you a more thorough description of the Bible 
itself as found on Augsburg Fortress’ website. 

This exciting new Bible features the NRSV translation as well as introductions, notes, and articles written by 
over sixty Lutheran pastors and teaching theologians. This resource is designed to invite readers to experience 
the Bible and its message through solid background material, unique Lutheran insights, and opportunities for 
faith reflection. Reader-friendly, inviting, and engaging, this is the perfect study Bible for both youth and adults 
who want to encounter Scripture in a fresh and new way! Biblical text is 10 point font; study notes are 7 point 
font.  

·  Reader-friendly: With an attractive page layout and easy-to-read study notes, Lutheran Study Bible 
presents the biblical text in a fresh, approachable format. Plain-language notes assume little to no prior 
understanding of theological terminology, making it accessible to the youth and adults alike. 

·  Inviting: The rich study notes of the new Lutheran Study Bible invite discovery, providing helpful 
background information while actively encouraging the reader to directly engage the biblical text. 

·  Engaging: The combination of biblical text and study notes enable the reader to learn about the Bible's 
content and to hear God's Word as it was encountered by people in the Bible as well as how in now 
encounters us. 

Study notes are grouped into four categories:  

·  The World of the Bible explores the historical, cultural, and geographic background of a particular 
passage. 

·  Biblical Concepts explain key words or themes in the context of other parts of Scripture. 

·  Lutheran Perspectives highlight Lutheran theological insights and catechetical connections drawn from 
particular passages. 

·  Faith Reflections provide commentary and questions that encourage life application. 

Please feel free to speak with Pastor Warner, Marie Junker, or Casey Carlson if you would like to discuss this 
Bible in more detail.  We hope this new Bible becomes a great accompaniment to you as you grow in faith. 

�
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Sixteen people met on Saturday, April 9, to 
begin the discussion on how to improve 
opportunities for the successful weaving in of 
new community members to Advent. These 
could be first- and second-time visitors, invited 
guests, newcomers to the area or anyone who 
otherwise comes to Advent. During the meeting, 
the group looked at two aspects: 
 

1. Environmental:  Tangible “things” to 
make it easier for folks to be comfortable 
and feel part of our community of faith 
from the first encounter 

2. Processes: Approaches to enrich our 
welcome ministry by identifying and 
supporting all the groups and activities 
involved 

 
From a lengthy list of important issues, four 
general areas were identified as first priorities. 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE AN INTEREST IN 
ANY OR ALL OF THESE AREAS ARE 
INVITED TO THE FOLLOWING 
MEETINGS: 
 

·  Email Group, ongoing 
SIGNAGE:  Looking at the ways we 
provide information about where things 
happen at Advent and how to get there, 
specifically the signs that label our 
spaces and rooms 
Contact Communications Chair, Judith 
Dunham: dunhamja@verizon.net 

 
 

·  Sunday, May 24 at 12:45 pm and 
ongoing  
WELCOMING: Looking at the 
Narthex to be more welcoming to 
visitors, specifically the roles of 
Greeters, Ushers, Narthex Neighbors, 
and all members of the congregation as 
well as the organization of the Welcome 
Table and Kiosks 

 

·  Wednesday, April 30, at 4:30 pm and 
ongoing 
RELATIONSHIPS: Looking at how 
Advent people build relationships with 
visitors, specifically developing a cadre 
of Advent people ready to assist new 
people in integrating and bringing 
themselves and their gifts into this 
congregation socially, spiritually and 
organizationally, including through a 
personal relationship and faith 
accompaniment or faith mentoring.  

·  Wednesday, May 6, at 7:00 pm 
WORSHIP: Looking at the worship 
service as a welcoming experience, 
specifically the creation of a Visitors 
Information Guide, the use of the 
projection screen, and ways to answer 
frequently asked questions 

 
Please join in the vision of making Advent “A 
welcoming faith community that supports 
individuals and families in knowing and living 
the grace, truth and hope of Christ in the 
world.” 
 

 

Advent Lutheran Church 
16870 Murphy Ave. 

Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
Mailed in Morgan Hill 
No Subscription Fee 
Monthly Publication 



   10                                                  Advent Adventures  
 
 

����
�
%����

������������
����
��
�
�����������	�����

Or 
An Old Man’s Musings on His Spiritual Journey 

 
Chapter Two 

 
“The Beat Goes On” 

 
In Chapter One, I left off at the end of my first 
twelve years, intuitively sensing a guiding 
presence that, in my spiritual infancy, I didn’t 
recognize as the Holy Spirit.  My everyday life 
continued, with the mundanity of school, family, 
friends and fairly regular attendance with 
Grandma May at St. Francis Catholic Church.  
Dad usually accepted the job of taxi driver so he 
could spend his time waiting for us at his 
beloved Elk’s Club next door.  There he’d shoot 
the breeze with his friends in the bar as well as 
shoot a few games of pool and a few shots of 
Jim Beam.  Heaven forbid that he’d ever 
consider going to Mass with us, despite my 
grandmother’s gentle urgings. 
 
After graduation from Beardsley Elementary 
School, I entered the totally new world of high 
school with no clue how radically my life would 
change.  I attended Bakersfield High School 
(BHS) in downtown Bakersfield, each day 
taking a long bus ride into the city from my 
warm, secure home in the farm country north of 
town. 
 
At that time Bakersfield had only two high 
schools, one east and one downtown, B.H.S. 
being the oldest, established around 1880.  It 
was my dad’s Alma Mater, he having graduated 
in 1924. It was totally cool, with years of 
traditions, especially the Drillers, its varsity 
football team, known statewide for its many 
championships.  
 
 

 
As a lowly freshman I found myself surrounded 
by a whole new world of guys with muscles who 
shaved and girls who hung onto them.  I quickly 
began to learn the “pecking order” on campus 
and started looking for places to connect and fit 
in.   
  
The athletic world wasn’t for me because I was 
a “90-pound weakling” and hated sports, much 
to my dad’s disgust.  Dressing out in the boys’ 
locker room and having to endure the ordeal of 
gang showers was an ongoing test of my 
courage, and the only way I made it through was 
to hang with the other guys who had the same 
problem.  After a few weeks of hazing, the 
upperclassmen got bored and left us alone.  
They were far more interested in who was 
dating whom and how hot so-and-so’s car was! 
  
I found my place on the Freshman Student 
Council and spent four years selling Cinnamon 
Candied Apples from Dewar’s, the famous 
candy store nearby, run by the family of the 
most beautiful girl on campus, a fact agreed 
upon by every male in the school!  Our goal was 
to raise funds for a Senior Gift to the school 
when we graduated and to fund the annual class 
dance in the spring. 
  
Another place I found to belong was Newman 
Club, the Catholic student’s organization on 
campus.  In those days there was much more 
religious tolerance on school campuses, and 
Newman Club was very popular for three main 
reasons.  The first reason was that all the rich 
Italian farmer’s kids belonged, and the second 
was that our sponsor was the most beloved 
counselor on campus, Miss Emma Sandrini. The 
third big draw was that the meetings were held 
weekly in the evenings at Mrs. Jo Brown’s 
house. She was Miss Sandrini’s secretary in the 
attendance office. Not only was she like a mom 
to us, it was also good to have an “in” at the 
attendance office, just in case.  
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By now you’re probably wondering what 
happened to the Holy Spirit in this on-going 
spiritual journey!   It’s only in retrospect that I 
realize that I was being carried, nurtured and 
protected by the Holy Spirit the whole time, 
mostly due to my association with all the rich, 
worldly Catholic farmer’s kids. We had lots of 
great social get-togethers, but we also had 
ongoing religious training from our local 
Franciscan priest, Fr. Byrne, a wonderful Irish 
priest from “ye auld sod.”  We attended novenas 
and retreats and learned about the spiritual 
practices of the church as well as learning how 
to drink Dago red wine on the sly and get away 
with outrageous things without our parents or 
sponsors finding out.  However, we learned 
much later that they knew all along, accepting it 
as just a part of growing up and figuring out 
what life was all about, because they’d done the 
same things! 
  
This was also a very painful part of my life.  I 
was quite gregarious in a group but painfully shy 
around girls, always filled with some unknown 
fear that I’d be rejected and ridiculed publicly if 
I acted on my now rapidly emerging, raging 
hormonal urges. So I yearned and longed for a 
girl friend and, although I had a long, ongoing 
relationship with my friend Charlotte, we never 
got past the dancing close and hand holding 
stages.  It turns out she was just as shy as I was, 
and no matter how hard our mothers pushed us, 
we remained captives to our fear of rejection 
and never “did” anything, however innocent. 
  
Another painful part of my high school years 
was being tarred with the “gay” brush.  I 
belonged to a group of 8-10 guys and girls who 
hung out together all the time.  We were in the 
same clubs, shared the same lunch and enjoyed 
each other’s company.  It wasn’t until my senior 
year that I finally figured out why girls mostly 
steered clear of me.  It seems that everyone on 
campus except me knew that Duane, my best 
friend since elementary school, and another 
friend   Herbie   were  “queer.”  I was  so   naïve  

 
about “them” that I never had a clue.  They were 
just my friends!  This revelation was devastating 
to my sense of self-worth and acceptance, and 
I’ve carried the scars of that experience with me 
all of my life.   Was I, just because “everyone 
else” thought I was?  I knew I wasn’t when I 
finally figured what they were talking about, but 
by then the damage was done.   
  
Well, the Holy Spirit must have gulped a few 
times during the times of loving, caring and 
nurturing of this poor, little naïve kid who didn’t 
have a clue that even then he was a “beloved 
child of God” and totally precious in His sight.   
 
Tune in next month for Chapter Three, “The 
College Years.” 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
��$&��	���
������������

����
�������
�

�
For information on the 
May 19 special election, 
and a voter's guide for 
evaluating propositions, 
you may consult the 
Lutheran Office of Public 
Policy –  
California website: www.loppca.org. 
LOPP is an Advocacy Ministry of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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The City of Morgan Hill is organizing a Carbon 
Diet Club just for the Advent Lutheran Church 
congregation. The Carbon Diet Club is free and 
will teach you how you can “lose 5,000 pounds 
of Carbon in 30 days.” You will receive 
information and tools that will help you reduce 
your energy use. Here are just a few of the great 
tools that you will receive: full-length 
workbook, reusable shopping bag, low-flow 
shower head, and shower timer.   
 
Attend an upcoming informational meeting if 
you are interested in joining the Advent 
Lutheran Church’s Carbon Diet Club. The 
meeting will take place at the church on Sunday, 
May 17th from 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
 
Hope to see you there! 
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"AIR IT OUT"!! 
SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2009 
2:00 P.M. - BERKLAND 
HALL 
 
Our Annual Food and 
Fellowship BBQ and Raffle is 
only ONE month away on  
Sunday, May 17, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. at Advent in 
Berkland Hall.  Our F&F Group extend a warm 
invitation to all of you to come and support our 
goal of raising $3,000 for 2 air conditioner 
condenser replacement for the nursery and 
sanctuary. 
 

Ticket prices for the BBQ:    
                

Adults  (18 yrs and over)                                $ 10  
 

(Tri-tip, Salad, Bread,                
Children  ( 6 - 17 yrs)                                      $ 5 
 

Drink and Dessert)                
Kiddies    ( 5 yrs and under)                            $ 1 
 

Raffle prices:                                      $  1      each 
                                                            $  5      for 6 
                                                            $10    for 15 
 
Our F&F Group has raised $44,022.83 from 2001-
2008 for microphones, church sign, chairs and 
holder, tables/cloths, room dividers, remodel 
bathroom, telephone upgrade, lights in parking 
lot.  We, the congregation did it together and had 
so much fun doing it........let's continue with our 
work this year! 
 

Thank you to all who have responded to my call 
to "Lend a Hand" and say "Here I Am Lord" 
...........  but  I  still  need   folks to  step up  with  
much needed donations for our raffle prizes......... 
remember this not a garage sale so new items and 
slightly used items only, our raffle committee will 
make the final decision on whether to take the 
slightly used items or not.  I hope to hear from 
many more of you! 

 
Summer is a "slow" time for our F&F Group with 
many travelers so we ask for folks who are able to 
be on our "substitute list" to fill in the "missing 
couple"  for one or two dinners.  Please consider 
this alternative dining experience and let me know 
if you are interested being a "substitute diner". 
 
I continue to enjoy coordinating the activities of 
our F&F Group and you, the members of our 
Group as well as "friends" of our Group make it a 
continuing joy and pleasure for me (and Wil too!) 
to be a part of this wonderful and uplifting 
ministry here at Advent. 
 
See you all at our BBQ and Raffle on Sunday, 
May 17th at 2:00 p.m.! 
 
Peace, Blessings and Bon Appetite'. 
Nancy L. 
Coordinator 
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The Food of the Month is canned beans. 
However, you can donate other nonperishable 
foods  as well. When you shop, pick up two of 
something, and put one in a bag for 
church. Then leave it by the door or stick it in 
your car so when you are running late for 
church, you haven't forgotten your food bag.  
 

Many people in south county need our help.  
This a simple way we can make a difference.  
 

If you are interested in helping others find food: 
  -  Make sure they have a picture I.D. 
  -  Call the Food Information Hotline at  
1-800-984-3663.   
 
Give the zip-codes of where the person lives and 
nearby zip-codes. 
 

�



   14                                                  Advent Adventures  
 
 

�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

����������	�
�����
����
	�
                                      

                                        A workshop on the contemplative practice and use of Centering 
                                        Prayer will be held at     Advent Lutheran Church on Saturday,  
                                        May 9, 2009. 
  
                                        Centering Prayer is a method of prayer revived from ancient 
                                        teachings in the Christian contemplative heritage that emphasize 
                                        prayer as personal relationship with God.  Centering Prayer offers 
                                        us a way to quiet ourselves.  By taking time to “rest in God” each  
                                        day, we prepare to receive the gift of God's presence.    
 
 
 
 
We invite you to join together in this workshop led by Tom and Judith D. that will introduce 
and strengthen the practice of Centering Prayer and give everyone the opportunity to 
experience deep silence with multiple sittings of prayer. The morning session will offer 
instruction and practice until noon, followed by a simple lunch and optional afternoon 
sittings. 
  
Date: May 9, 2009 
Time: 9:00 am - noon, Lunch, optional prayer sittings until 2:00 pm. 
Place: Advent Lutheran Church 
RSVP: (408) 846-4542 or sign up at church 
Suggested Donation:  $5.00 
  
 
The Gift of Silence  
 
Silence is a gift, an invaluable and necessary gift to be experienced as treasure, as 
necessary as water to a thirsty plant. Why would we seek it in this world of beauty, people 
all around, and interesting events? Some seek silence to calm the restless soul, others to 
discover oneself, others to pursue an uninterrupted experience of God’s presence. At the 
beginning of his earthly ministry, the Spirit of God led Jesus into the desert, a place of 
external silence. In the absence of noise outside, he encountered the noise of internal 
struggle with temptations that are similar to ours. This time of desert silence was necessary 
to prepare Jesus for his ministry of love and compassion in a troubled world. So it is with 
us. We need to consent to be in God’s presence first, and to surrender our agenda to 
God’s. Then we may be led to prayers of adoration, intercession, listening, guidance, 
scripture reflection, or to compassionate acts of justice and mercy. (Contemplative Outreach 
Society of Oregon) 
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Prayers for Healing and Wholeness 
 
In our Sunday morning worship on May 3rd we 
again will take time to pray together that God 
make whole what is broken – physically, 
emotionally, mentally and spiritually.  We will 
pray for peace, healing, reconciliation and 
livelihood that all might experience fullness of 
life.  In this time we open up to the mystery of 
God’s saving grace whose resurrecting presence 
and action in our midst has the power to bring 
forth new life from ashes.  We know through 
scripture that in God all things are possible.  So 
simply come as you are and pray in the ways 
you are called.   
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You are invited to be a 
part of Advent’s 
Community Garden. 
Whether you are a new 
or experienced gardener, 
this is an opportunity to 
grow things for yourself and the community. For 
some, it will be like a Victory Garden, a simple 
way of encouragement and help in hard 
economic times. For others, it is therapy. For all, 
it is sharing the blessing of simple and good 
food. 
 
You may have your own plot or share a plot 
with someone else. The land north of the 
sanctuary has been prepared for planting by 
Craig S..  
 
If you are interested in being a part of the 
Community Garden, contact Marie Juncker at 
408-779-3551 or spirit@advent-lutheran.org. 
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Aaron Allen I. 
son of Troy and Jill I. 
Jeannie M. and Nicholas G., sponsors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sierra Grace R. 
daughter of Michelle R. 
Casey Ca. and Michelle F., 
Alexander and Dakota F., sponsors 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James Nathaniel W. and Richard Bradley W. 
sons of Peter and Lucy W. 
Casey Ca., Matthew G. and Sammy G., sponsors for James 
Peter M. and Marc N., sponsors for Richard 
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May 1 - 9 
 
Fri  1 John 3:7-15 Love one another 
Sat Psalm 150 Praise to God 
Sun Acts 4:5-12 Salvation in the name of Jesus 
 Psalm 23 The LORD is my shepherd 

 1 John 3:16-24 Love in truth and action 
 John 10:11-18 Christ, the shepherd 

Mon Genesis 48:8-19 God has been my shepherd 
Tues 1 Chronicles 11:1-9 The shepherd David made king 
Wed Mark 14:26-31 Christ, the shepherd 
Thu Micah 7:8-20 God will shepherd the people 
Fri  1 Peter 5:1-5 Christ, the great shepherd 
Sat Psalm 95 We are the sheep of God’s hand 
 
May 10 - 16 
 
Sun Acts 8:26-40 Philip reaches and baptizes an 
   Ethiopian 

 Psalm 22:25-31 All shall turn to the LORD 
 1 John 4:7-21 Loving one another 
 John 15:1-8 Christ, the vine 
Mon Isaiah 5:1-7 The unfaithful vineyard 
Tues Isaiah 32:9-20 A fruitful field 
Wed John 14:18-31 Keeping God’s word 
Thu Isaiah 65:17-25 God’s people like a tree 
Fri  Galatians 5:16-26 The fruits of the Spirit 
Sat Psalm 80 Israel, the vine 

  
May 17 – 23 
 
Sun Acts 10:44-48 The Spirit poured out on the 
  Gentiles 
 Psalm 98 Shout with joy to the LORD 
 1 John 5:1-6 The victory of faith 

 John 15:9-17 Christ, the friend and lover 
Mon Deuteronomy 7:1-11 Keeping God’s commandments 
Tues Deuteronomy 11:1-17 The rewards of obedience 
Wed Mark 16:19-20 Mark’s account of the ascension 
Thu Acts 1:1-11 Jesus sends the apostles 
Ascension Day  

Psalm 47 God has gone up with a shout 
Ephesians 1:15-23 Seeing the risen and ascended  
 Christ 
Luke 24:44-53 Christ present in all times and  
 places 

Fri  Revelation 1:9-18 A vision of the risen Christ 
Sat Psalm 132 The crowning of the son of David 
 

Source:  Between Sundays:  Daily Bible 
Readings Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary;  Gail Ramshaw, 1997. 
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Praise the Lord! Praise God in his 
sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 
firmament! Praise him for his mighty 
deeds; praise him according to his 
greatness! 

                  
                                                   Psalm 150: 1-2�

 

May 24 - 30 
 
Sun Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 Matthias added to the apostles 

 Psalm 1 The way of the righteous 
 1 John 5:9-13 Life in the Son of God 

 John 17:6-19 Christ’s prayer for his disciples 
Mon Exodus 28:29-38 The priest Aaron prays for the  
  people 
Tues Numbers 8:5-22 The Levites consecrated for  
  service 
Wed John 16:16-24 Sorrow turned to joy 
Thu Ezra 9:5-15 Ezra prays for the people 
Fri  3 John 1-15 Love within the community 
Sat Psalm 115 God’s blessings on the chosen  
  ones 
 

May 31 – June 6 
 
Sun Acts 2:1-21 Filled with the Spirit 

or Ezekiel 37:1-14 Life to dry bones 
 Psalm 104: 25-35, 37 Renewing the face of the earth 
 Romans 8:22-27 Praying with the Spirit 
or Acts 2:1-21 Filled with the Spirit 
 John 15:26-27; 
  16:4b-15 Christ sends the Spirit of truth 

Mon Joel 2:18-29 God’s spirit poured out 
Tues Ezekiel 37:1-14 Dry bones alive with God’s spirit 
Wed John 7:37-39 The living water of the Spirit 
Thu Genesis 11:1-9 The fragmenting of human  
  tongues 
Fri  1 Corinthians 12:4-27 Many gifts, one Spirit 
Sat Psalm 149 The faithful exult in God’s glory 
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“MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE” 
 

 ADVENT WOMEN'S 
BIBLE STUDY 

 
 

http://www.advent-lutheran.org 
 

pastorw@advent-lutheran.org - Pastor Anita W
office@advent-lutheran.org – Sherry Quick, A
spirit@advent-lutheran.org - Marie Juncker, S
youth@advent-lutheran.org – Casey Carlson, 

 

The Hidden Hand of God: 
 

Wisdom Stories from Ruth,  
Daniel and Esther 

 

“Esther: Reversal of Fortune” 
 

Study Text: Esther 6-9 
Theme verse: Esther 9:1b 

 
Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

 

Fellowship: 10:00 AM 
Bible study: 10:30 AM 

 

 

All women are invited!  
 Please join us, and bring a guest! 

 


