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By Pastor  
Anita Warner�

 
SPIRIT LIFE 
 
Growing things is one of the pleasures of spring 
and summer for me. Even as I write this, I’m 
thinking about which flower pots need new 
flowers, how I need to prune the roses, and 
which herbs I want to plant later. 
 
Plants give shade, beauty, and color to the 
world. They feed the soil and every creature that 
moves on earth. Their most important gift, 
however, may be their invisible gift: they 
replenish the air with oxygen they produce. 
 
This is how the Spirit works in God’s people. 
Just as plants replenish oxygen the world, 
God’s people replenish Spirit in the world. 
(With thanks to Cynthia Bourgeault and Marie 
Juncker for this concept). We were created for 
this! 
 
In order to replenish Spirit in the world, we too 
need to take in the sunshine of the Creator’s 
gifts to us, and be watered by the living water of 
Christ. We receive these gifts in the good gifts 
of daily life, in the Word, the Sacraments, and 
the love of God’s people.  
 
The Spirit and the church have just confirmed 
more young people among us. They are anointed 
with the Spirit to replenish Spirit in the world. 
Do you remember your confirmation? You too 
are anointed with the Spirit! 
 
 

 
 
The faith, hope and love “growing” among us 
and are evident in our congregation. Summer 
will not be down time, just a different rhythm of 
worship and sharing life together. We will share 
Spirit-filled worship every Sunday, two services 
all through June and one service  beginning  
July 5.  
 
The Spirit is shared in small groups that meet 
for sharing our lives, hopes, fears and 
transitions. The Spirit is shared when we pray 
together. The Spirit is shared in youth and young 
adults retreats and gatherings. 
 
Every Sunday we will share our growing in 
conversation, too. Adults and youth will gather 
June 14, 21, and 28 for the “Carbon Diet Club” 
– acting to green our lives, workshop sessions 
led by Rebecca Fotu. You can sign up any time 
at church or by calling the church. In July and 
August, we will share faith conversation as we 
“break open the word” we heard in worship 
following the Sunday worship services. 
Hopefully seasoned people and those new to 
Advent will share in this together. In the fall we 
will open a new Discovery Class as well as 
another way of Opening the Book of Faith. 
 
Thank you for all the ways you share life in the 
Spirit with me, with one another, and with the 
world. 
 

�
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Marie W. Juncker,  
Spiritual Director 
 
 
 

“I, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a 
life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, 
making every effort to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called to the 
one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all and through all and in all.  But each 
of us was given grace according to the measure 
of Christ’s gift.”  Ephesians 4:1-7 

Here we are in the season of Pentecost – a time 
where we are urged to be particularly awake to 
the gift of the Holy Spirit; a gift that Jesus the 
Christ sent to all God’s people through his life, 
death and resurrection.  One of the graces of the 
Holy Spirit is unity.  It is the Holy Spirit that 
forms of us one body in Christ.  In addition to 
oneness and mutual accord among us, it is 
through the grace of the Holy Spirit that we 
become unique and diverse persons in God.  
This diversity in unity is not only essential to the 
fullness of the body of Christ, it is a grace for all 
of God’s creation as each one contributes and 
complements the other through the great variety 
of gifts and callings that we are given to share.  
 
Discernment and expression of our unique gifts 
and callings of the Spirit is always a challenge 
in our culture and society.  So often our true 
vocations are clouded by the economic 
“realities” and other vagaries of life.  These 
clouds tempt us away from seeing our daily 
work as a holy calling of God and we are left to 
see it merely as a means of income or survival.   
Yet, our vocation is so much more, through it  

 
the Spirit, who forms us in the image of Christ, 
empowers us to bring forth new life with the 
gifts and callings we are given.  
 
When we discount these gifts and callings of the 
Spirit as impractical or impossible from a 
financial or economic perspective, aren’t we 
putting mammon before God?  Yet, if we heed 
God’s call, can we trust that God will be faithful 
and providential in our lives?  These are always 
important questions to contemplate.  Yet, they 
are especially so in these challenging economic 
times because the temptation to ignore the gifts 
and callings of the Spirit that we hear is even 
greater when we fear for our financial security.  
It is a trial in itself to know how to proceed. 
 
Yet again the words of scripture remind us 
…“do not fear for I am with you…” Is. 41:10.   
In these tumultuous times, it is important that 
we come together to see our lives through the 
lens of our faith.  Just as Mary was consoled by 
Gabriel to “be not afraid” when faced with her 
call to bear Jesus, we too can hear these words 
echoing forth within our community as we 
confront our situations and respond to God’s 
call on our lives together.   
 
As a faith community, we can support one 
another to be faithful in choosing the life that 
God calls us to even amid the complexity and 
challenges of today.  We can encourage each 
other to the vocation or daily work through 
which as Spirit-bearers we best shine forth the 
Gospel for the good of God’s creation.  We can 
embolden each other to “live a life worthy of 
our calling… that reflects the …“true measure 
of Christ’s gift.”   
 
This past month, we began a group for those 
who, for a variety of reasons, are in a time of 
vocational transition or discernment.  Coming 
together in faith, those present come to share the 
stories of our lives and listen into them to hear 
God’s call.  Parker Palmer in his book Let your 
Life Speak clarifies that the word vocation is –  
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“rooted in the Latin word for voice.  It does not 
mean a goal I pursue; it means a calling I hear. 
Before I can tell my life what I want to do with it, 
I must listen to my life telling me who I 
am....vocation does not come from willfulness. It 
comes from listening."  I encourage anyone who 
seeks support in listening and responding to God’s 
holy calling in daily life to consider joining this 
group.  There is more information in this 
newsletter and on Advent’s webpage at 
www.advent-lutheran.org.  You can also contact 
me by phone at (408) 779-3551 or by e-mail at 
spirit@advent-lutheran.org. 
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Last month, Advent launched a new group for 
people who for a variety of reasons are in the 
process of discerning, seeking or beginning a new 
vocation or daily work in the midst of these 
tumultuous economic times. As a faith 
community, more than traditional vocational 
assistance and networking, we will engage in 
prayerful discernment and spiritual 
companionship, sharing our stories with one 
another so that we can listen within them for 
God's presence and guidance. 

It is a grace to share the journey with others and 
especially so during the sometimes trying times of 
transition. Together we will be an encouraging 
community. We will support each other to find 
peace and comfort in knowing that God is with us 
and to trust in God's lead as we go forward. 

All are welcome. The group meets on 
Wednesdays at 3:00. If you know of others who 
might find this of benefit, please encourage them 
to join us. 

For more information contact Marie W. Juncker, 
Spiritual Life Minister by e-mail at spirit@advent-
lutheran.org or by phone at 779-3551.  

�
�����
������������

by Valerie S. 
�
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This month's featured  Advent member is Anna C. 
She is a Sophomore at Gilroy High School, where 
she is a member  of the audition choir, Concerto, 
which is directed by our own esteemed choir 
director, Mr. Phil R. 
 
Anna came to Advent with her long-time friend, 
Alyce B.. She got caught up in the Children’s 
Musical Theater here. You can see these two 
wonderful young ladies involved in many 
activities at Advent. This year, Anna will be a 
counselor (for the second time) at CMT. It will be 
her tenth year with CMT. She said there is to be a 
special treat for us all this year. A montage of all 
the past shows is planned that will involve all the 
past staff members. That sounds quite fantastic! 
 
Anna really enjoys her musical activities. She is 
the third generation in her family to revel in 
singing. 
                 
When I asked her what it was like to be a teenager 
here at Advent, she said, "Advent is welcoming 
and supportive and appreciative. They love youth- 
we'll keep the church going." This next generation 
is very impressive. The future is very bright 
indeed with stars like our youth on the horizon. 
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Questions?   Email our CMT coordinator at cmtreg@advent-lutheran.org 

Call the church office at 408-779-3551 
�
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Nurturing and equipping the children of India to 
change their world through Jesus’ love. 
 

Bethania Kids is a mission outreach to the 
children of the Untouchable caste of India, the 
Dalits. About 25% of the 500 million children in 
India belong to this caste. Because they are 
shunned and outcast from the rest of India’s 
society, they are doomed to a life of poverty. 
Many suffer from the effects of abuse, neglect, 
disease, alcoholism, domestic violence and 
unimaginable exploitation. This mission is being 
directly supported by Pastor Anita’s sister and 
brother-in-law, David and Marilyn Granner, 
who direct and oversee the Bethania Kids 
Foundation from their home in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
 

Bethania Kids supports orphanages for disabled 
children and Bethania Kids Centers where they 
are given the love, care, and training to go out 
and continue changing the world through Jesus’ 
love. 
 
BETHANIA KIDS AND YOU 
 
Bethania needs you. They are forced to turn 
away children every single day. You make it 
possible to accept more and more children into 
Bethania orphanages, centers for the disabled, 
and Kids Centers. You can be part of a relevant, 
meaningful ministry. You can save the life of a 
child! 
 
MISSION 
 

Bethania is a Christian mission bringing 
wholeness and hope to the poor, abandoned and 
disabled children of India, equipping them to 
share God’s love. 

 
COMMITMENT 
 

Bethania is unique in that 100% of every dollar 
donated goes directly to children’s ministry and 
programs. All administrative expenses are 
covered personally by the Board members. 
 

Make your checks payable to Advent Lutheran 
church and note “Bethania Kids” on the memo 
line. 
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A special Faith Development activity will be on 
June 7th at 9:30 a.m.  At this event, Advent will 
be recognizing the teachers, educators for adult 
ed, confirmation, and VBS.  This is an excellent 
opportunity for children and their parents to 
thank their Sunday School teacher. The whole 
congregation is invited to recognize those who 
have served as teachers and leaders in our Faith 
Development ministries. 
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Advent Lutheran Church 
16870 Murphy Ave. 

Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
Mailed in Morgan Hill 
No Subscription Fee 
Monthly Publication 
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       MARY:  A WOMAN FOR ALL SEASONS 
�
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or 
An Old Man’s Musings about  

His Spiritual Journey 
 

THE COLLEGE YEARS, Part 1 
 
Well, the naïve, little country boy began to grow 
up and move into adulthood, having no clue 
what lay in store for him.  Church was still 
important, even though my main connections 
continued to be through Newman Club, at least 
for the two years of community college at 
Bakersfield College.  It was more social than 
spiritual but the quiet connections with the Holy 
Spirit continued to resonate deep inside of me.  
We met regularly and had events where I was 
introduced to social drinking.  Man, did those 
Italian farmers’ kids put it away!  I was pretty 
shy about it, probably because I lived with a 
multi-generational alcoholic family, even 
though I didn’t realize it then.  Later in life I 
finally came to understand the dynamics of that 
upbringing and just how much it skewed and 
influenced my thinking and reactions. 
 
I was a social animal and loved being with 
friends but that little voice deep in my 
unconsciousness always kept saying, 
“Remember, don’t ever do anything that will 
embarrass your mom and dad.” Hmmmm!  Even 
then, I had my Spirit Guide; I just didn’t “know” 
it yet.   
 
Studies were challenging with a major in 
Zoology as well as all those other Gen Ed. 
Prerequisites.  I loved French and History and 
English 1A, and I wanted to love Organic 
Chemistry, Advanced Algebra and the other 
science courses, too, but I struggled, not being 
gifted with an analytic mind.  Having been pre-
programmed by  my parents for years  to go into  
the medical field because I could always make 
“lots of money,” I plowed on anyway.  

 
I remember working one summer for an old 
woman Laboratory Technician thinking I’d learn 
the ropes early because that was the area I’d 
been directed to by my dad.  Of course, I got the 
job because one of his drinking buddies at the 
Elks Club was the doctor for whom the lab tech 
worked.  I hated it!  The glamour in my head 
was soon dispelled with her screaming at me 
about all the dangers of the chemicals and dyes 
used as well as using the autoclaves and 
sterilization equipment. Needless to say, the 
more she railed at me, the more mistakes I 
made.  The job didn’t end soon enough!  
  
Another vivid memory is that of dissecting feral 
cats in Zoology Lab.  Some of the other guys 
caught the cats and chloroformed them and then 
injected them with latex dyes and formaldehyde.  
The prof. pretended that he didn’t know where 
they came from because ordering them from 
scientific supply companies cost a great deal. 
The “remains” were kept refrigerated during the 
time we dissected them and soon began to create 
an unbelievably “ripe” aroma, which clung to us 
like an unworldly aftershave no matter how hard 
we scrubbed up afterwards.  Well, I lived in to 
country and had to ride the school bus every 
day.  Guess where I sat on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday?  You guessed it!  At the back of the 
bus with all the windows opened, even in the 
cold, foggy weather of winter!  
 
With my low self-esteem issues, I was shy 
around girls and usually hung out only with the 
groups I belonged to.  When I did date, it was 
always just platonic, even though inside I longed 
for some deeper kind of caring relationship.  It 
didn’t help either that I had to listen to my 
buddies’ weekend “conquest” stories every 
Monday on the bus ride to school. 
 
Life was mostly uneventful and gratifying and I 
continued to make decent but not spectacular 
grades.  I was definitely not scholarship material 
but I was still looking forward to going away to 
UCSB for my last two years of schooling. My  
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plan was to live in Santa Barbara with my darling, 
little Irish grandmother, Grandma May.  Oh, did 
we have big plans!  But, it was not to be.   One 
Saturday night my mom called me at a Newman 
Club party I was attending to tell me she’d passed 
away quietly in her sleep She’d had angina for 
years and took nitroglycerine for it, but, of course, 
I believed that she’d live forever.  Needless to say 
I was devastated, but by that time, I’d been 
accepted by UCSB and was going in September, 
so the fall back plan was to live in the dorms on 
campus. 
 
I graduated from Bakersfield College in June of 
1957, much to the joy and relief of my parents and 
began to put into place the plans for moving to 
Santa Barbara, California and beginning the next 
chapter of my great, life-changing adventure.  
Where was the Holy Spirit all this time, you ask?  
There, deep in my heart, as yet not understood or 
acknowledged by me, but fully present, loving me, 
enfolding me, protecting me and guiding me on 
the next phase of the incredible journey of this 
“beloved child of God.” 
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The Food of the Month is canned Dairy  (non-
perishable). However, you can donate other 
nonperishable foods  as well. When you shop, pick 
up two of something, and put one in a bag for 
church. Then leave it by the door or stick it in your 
car so when you are running late for church, you 
haven't forgotten your food bag.  
 
Many people in south county need our help.  This a 
simple way we can make a difference.  
 
If you are interested in helping others find food: 
  -  Make sure they have a picture I.D. 
  -  Call the Food Information Hotline at  
1-800-984-3663.   
 
Give the zip-codes of where the person lives and 
nearby zip-codes. 
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Beginning June 
15 at 6:30 pm just 
before the Prayer 
Service for Peace, 
Healing and 
Reconciliation at 
7:00 pm, we will 
offer a time of 
silence for 
engaging 
Centering Prayer.  
Please come for 
this time set aside 
to be still and 
open to the 
presence of God.  All are welcome to come for 
Centering Prayer only or to stay on for the Prayer 
Service that will follow.  Whether experienced or 
new to Centering Prayer, we encourage you to 
come and share in this ancient Christian 
contemplative prayer tradition.   

Centering Prayer is not meant to replace other 
kinds of prayer. Rather, it adds depth of meaning 
to all prayer and facilitates the movement from 
more active modes of prayer — verbal, mental or 
affective prayer — into a receptive prayer of 
resting in God. Centering Prayer emphasizes 
prayer as a personal relationship with God and as 
a movement beyond conversation to communion. 

The source of Centering Prayer, as in all methods 
leading to contemplative prayer, is the Indwelling 
Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The focus of 
Centering Prayer is the deepening of our 
relationship with the living Christ. 
 

�
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We are considering a Columbarium as a way to 
provide a Memorial Ministry here at Advent.  This 
is a meaningful way to honor and respect the 
remains of those who have passed on.  What better 
place than in the Church to place these remains?  If 
the congregation is the center of life through 
baptism, confirmation, holy communion and 
marriage, then death and burial are also an integral 
part.   
 
The solemn Inurnment of the remains of a loved one 
in a Columbarium is in complete keeping with our 
confidence in our resurrection through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
      
The option of a Columbarium allows members of 
the church to make important decisions about the 
disposal of their earthly remains, thus removing the 
burden from the grieving ones,  Members are secure 
in the knowledge that no great financial burden will 
be placed on their families after their death. 
      

Different locations are being studied to determine 
what best meets all requirements.  The proposed 
Columbarium is quite small, it projects out from the 
wall only about 10 inches.  It should be noted that 
this is a self-supporting project.  No funds from the 
church will be used to either build or maintain the 
Columbarium.  Construction would commence only 
after enough niches have been purchased to provide 
adequate funds.  A reserve account will be 
established to cover future maintenance or other  
needs.  It will receive perpetual care and will be safe 
from desecration and vandalism.  If the church is 
enlarged or moved to another location the 
Columbarium will remain intact and can be moved 
to a new location easily.  The use of the 
Columbarium is for present and past members of 
Advent and immediate family.  
 
If you are interested in this ministry please contact 
Joyce or Jim C. or let Pastor Anita know.   
 
And, if you are interested in serving on a committee 
to further this project, let Joyce know. 
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Do you like to work 
with fabric and would 
like to do something 
for others? Have you 
ever wondered exactly 
what we do at Sew 
Seeds? Come and find 
out!  
 
We are gathering at 
3:00pm on Friday, June 12th in Room 2 at the 
church for an overnight of fun & fellowship (we 
might sew a little bit, too!) We’ll have a potluck 
dinner at 6:00pm and then watch a movie or 
two. In addition, we’re planning snacks, games 
& prizes. 
 
If you’re spending the night with us, bring your 
sleeping bag & pillow, etc. If you’d rather sleep 
at home, you are welcome to come back and 
join us for breakfast at 8:00am on Saturday. We 
will end around noon on Saturday. 
 
Please RSVP to Carrie M. to let us know what 
you can bring for food. 
 

��$����
���%��
�& �
 
We of the Sew Seeds group would like to 
extend an invitation to include those of you who 
like to knit and crochet.  We have found that 
some of the organizations we donate to will 
accept afghans and baby blankets.  We meet 
from 1-4 p.m the first, third, and fifth Tuesday 
and from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. on the third Saturday of 
every month in room 2.  If you are interested 
just come in or call Jeanett S..  We would love 
to see you all.   
 

Sew Seeds still needs material, thread, blankets, 
mattress pads, bedspreads, drapes, and sheets.  
Thanks for your help. 

�
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Did you know that you may have set aside 
money that can be directed to Advent Lutheran?  
If you have an IRA retirement fund, there may 
be an option or avenue that you can use to help 
Advent Lutheran and yourself at the same time.  
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 focuses 
primarily on pensions and retirement savings.  
The new rules are particularly helpful for 
retirees who need to take required minimum 
distributions from traditional IRAs that have 
increased significantly in value through the 
years – and would owe a big income- tax bill on 
their withdrawals – but don’t need the money to 
live on.  The contribution counts as your 
required distribution but isn’t included in your 
adjusted gross income. 
 

Determined to make a difference 
 
 If you currently take your required minimum 
distribution and then make your pledge to the 
church you may be able to direct the amount you 
pledge directly to the church and avoid paying 
taxes.  The taxes you would have paid could be 
used to help those missions within Advent 
Lutheran that you feel most passionate about.  
This empowers you, not the government, to 
make the choice of where your tax dollars go.  
We have so many wonderful programs at 
Advent Lutheran, that you’d never be at a loss to 
find a worthy cause to champion.  We’re on this 
earth to help each other, and your thoughtfulness 
ensures that many missions at our church will 
continue.  
 
Of course, before making any changes 
consult your tax accountant and financial 
planner  
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The City of Morgan Hill is organizing a Carbon 
Diet Club just for the Advent Lutheran Church 
congregation. The Carbon Diet Club is free and 
will teach you how you can “lose 5,000 pounds 
of Carbon in 30 days.” You will receive 
information and tools that will help you reduce 
your energy use. Here are just a few of the great 
tools that you will receive: full-length 
workbook, reusable shopping bag, low-flow 
shower head, and shower timer.   
 
The Carbon Diet Club will meet on June 14, 21, 
and 28 at 9:30 am between services. You may 
sign up at the church or by calling the church 
office. 
 
Hope to see you there! 
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June  1 - 6 
 
Mon Joel 2:18-29 God’s spirit poured out 
Tues Ezekiel 37:1-14 Dry bones alive with God’s spirit 
Wed John 7:37-39 The living water of the Spirit 
Thu Genesis 11:1-9 The fragmenting of human  
  tongues 
Fri  1 Corinthians 12:4-27 Many gifts, one Spirit 
Sat Psalm 149 The faithful exult in God’s glory 
 
 
 
June  7 - 13 
 
Sun Isaiah 6:1-8 Isaiah’s vision and call 
 Psalm 29 Worship God in holiness 

 Romans 8:12-17 Living by the Spirit 
 John 3:1-17 Entering the reign of God 

Mon Numbers 9:15-23 God in the cloud and the fire 
Tues Exodus 25:1-22 God in the ark and its mercy seat 
Wed Mark 4:21-25 Secrets will come to light 
Thu Numbers 6:22-27 Aaronic blessing 
Fri  Revelation 4:1-11 Heaven’s song of holy, holy, holy 
Sat Psalm 20 The name of God 

  
 
 
June  14 - 20 
 
Sun Ezekiel 17:22-24 The sign of the cedar 

 Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 The righteous are like a cedar of 
   Lebanon 
 2 Corinth 5:6-13, 14-17 In Christ, a new creation 
 Mark 4:26-34 The parable of the mustard seed 
Mon Ezekiel 31:1-12 Evil can be a towering cedar 
Tues Jeremiah 22:1-9 The evil will be cut down 
Wed Mark 4:1-20 The parable of the sower 
Thu Genesis 3:14-24 Deprived of the tree of life 
Fri  Revelation 21:22-22:5 Given the tree of life 
Sat Psalm 52 Like an olive tree in God’s house 
 

  

Source:  Between Sundays:  Daily Bible 
Readings Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary;  Gail Ramshaw, 1997. 
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For the love of Christ urges us on, because 
we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died.  And he died for all, 
so that those who live might live no longer 
for themselves, but for him who died and 
was raised for them. 

                  
                                               2 Corinthians 5: 14-15�
 

June  21 - 27 
 
Sun Job 38:1-11 The Creator of earth and sea 
 Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 God stilled the storm 

 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 Paul’s defense of his ministry 
 Mark 4:35-41 Christ calming the sear 

Mon Exodus 7:14-24 God turns the Nile into blood 
Tues Exodus 9:13-35 God sends hail 
Wed Mark 6:45-52 Jesus walks on the water 
Thu Joshua 10:1-14 God makes the sun stand still 
Fri  Acts 27:13-38 Paul and the storm at sea 
Sat Psalm 65 God silences the seas 
 

 
 
June  28 – July  4 
 
Sun Lamentations 3:23-33  Great is the LORD’s faithfulness 

 Psalm 30 You have lifted me up 

 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 Excel in generosity, following the  

  Lord Jesus 
 Mark 5:21-43 Christ heals a woman and Jairus’  
  daughter 

Mon Leviticus 21:1-15 Dead bodies are unclean 
Tues Leviticus 15:19-31 Bleeding women are unclean 
Wed Mark 9:14-29 Jesus heals a child 
Thu 2 Kings 20:1-11 God heals Hezekiah 
Fri  2 Corinthians 7:2-16 Grief leads to repentance 
Sat Psalm 88 Prayer for restoration 
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“MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE” 
 

 ADVENT WOMEN'S 
BIBLE STUDY 

 
  

 

 

 
“Mary: A Woman for All Seasons” 

 

Study Text: Luke 1:26-38 
Theme verse: Luke 1:28 

 
Wednesday, June 10, 2009 

 

Fellowship: 10:00 AM 
Bible study: 10:30 AM 

 

 

All women are invited!  
 Please join us, and bring a guest! 

 


