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By Pastor
Anita Warner

PRAYING OUR CONNECTIONS

Last night | chatted online with a cousin, one of
my 34 cousins. We've been out of touch and
living far away from each other for years. I'm
glad to know more about her family now and
how she’s living her faith.

We are all connected in so many ways.
Electronic media give ever more options for
saying “hello.” The best connections, I think, are
usually still face-to-face, but having an abilioy t
be connected in many other ways can be a real
blessing.

In the body of Christ we are intimately
connected with one another and with Christ. Our
prayers with one another and for one another
acknowledge that we are one in Christ and that
our lives, separately and together, are in God’s
hands.

Our church is a part of the whole body of Christ,
and we are connected closely to a larger church
body — the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. This connection is always important
for us, and this month there are two special ways
of being connected.

The first is the “Jesus Justice Jazz” National
Youth Gathering in New Orleans. More than
37,000 youth and chaperones will be in the city
to learn, serve, worship, and witness God’s
compassionate justice at work. The Gathering
happens somewhere every three years. This

Advent Adventures

Gathering is more focused on service thap

previous Gatherings and will be my first. I'm
looking forward to it and ask for your prayers
for our Advent group of 12 and all who will be

in New Orleans July 21-26, as well as ongoing

prayers for God’s work in that city.

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly happens
every two years. The Assembly is on€g
expression of church, where voting member

worship, pray, deliberate and discern the work

of the church. The upcoming Assembly will be
August 17-23 in Minneapolis. Our Presiding
Bishop Mark Hanson has invited the whole

church to prayer for 50 days, beginning June 29

for wisdom in discernment for the voting
members of the Assembly.

The Churchwide Assembly will consider for
voting
A Full Communion relationship with the
United Methodist Church
The social statement, “Human Sexuality:
Gift and Trust”
Ministry Policies
Calling for a social statement to be
developed on Justice for Women
Funding of the HIV and AIDS strategy
Lutheran Malaria Initiative
Amendments
Budget

| encourage you to pray with and for the churcl
during these days, as you are led by God’
Spirit. Prayers, scripture readings, hymns an
more about the assembly can be found 4§

www.elca.org
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3 Advent Adventures

Marie W. Juncker,
Spiritual Director

“Such is the confidence that we have through
Christ towards God. Not that we are competent of
ourselves to claim anything as coming from us;
our competence is from God, who has made us
competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not
of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills, buhe
Spirit gives life.” ...” Now if the ministry of
death, chiseled in letters on stone tablets, came i
glory so that the people of Israel could not gaze a
Moses’ face because of the glory of his face, a
glory now set aside, how much more will the
ministry of the Spirit come in glory?” ... Now

the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom. And all of us, with
unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as
though reflected in a mirror, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree
of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord,
the Spirit.” 2 Cor 3:4-9;17-18

One of the things that we have been doing more of
lately Advent is dwelling in the Word. There are
many ways to do this alone or in groups. One way
is devotional reading of scripture commonly in the
form of Lectio Divina or sacred reading. The
youth engages in Lectio on a regular basis now as
do many of our adult small groups and ministries.
Dwelling in the Word has become a common
practice before we begin meetings. It is a
wonderful way to read, reflect, respond and rest in
scripture. Dwelling in these sacred words has the
power to transform our lives and bring us into a
deepening relationship with God.

My articles come from my own time dwelling in
the Word. During my reading an insight or
perspective will come to me that | am moved to
share. This writing was inspired by the passage
from 2 Corinthians. As | listened into these words
recently, | was struck by the image wiinister of

the Spirit This seems a particularly apt image tq
ponder during the season of Pentecost when
are reminded of the unpredictable presence, actig
and transforming impact of the Spirit of God in
and among us. It is the Spirit that breathes ne
life into the church and all of creation. It iseth

Spirit that transforms us into the image of Christ.

As the Spirit stirs in us, she bestows gifts thfoug
which we become ministers of the Spirit ang
participants in the wondrous and life-giving gracs
of God on earth. In the Spirit we release her life
altering breath into creation in the unique ways
that we are called to express the glory of God.

I am moved by this passage of scripture tq
consider the brilliant and ever renewing reality of
God in our midst and our part in making this
reality more visible that others too may see.slt i
only by grace that we become ministers of thg
new covenant. In the Spirit we are set free fron
conforming to the world and the letter of the law
so that we can open up God’'s ways in sma

measure through the everyday living of our lives|

Even without realizing, we become conduits fof
surfacing this grace in new perspectives and way
of being that have integrity with God.

As a faith community, we support one anothe
during Pentecost and at all times to be mor
awake, available and responsive to the Spirit’
presence and action in and among us.
encourage each other by recognizing an
affirming the gifts and leadings of the Spirit in
each of our lives. We liberate each other by
creating space and opportunity to explore an
express our true gifts and callings. In these way
we participate in lifting the veils that dim. We
form a safe environment for exposing the ember
of our lives to the winds of the Spirit so thatythe
may be set ablaze to more fully reflect the gldry o
Christ.

Recognizing and releasing our capacity to b
ministers of the Spirit is at the heart of the nass

and life of the church. It is through this power
and grace that we shine forth God’s new life ir
Christ to our families, neighborhoods, workplaces
and communities.
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4 Advent Adventures

Rev. Lee Tyler lives in Morgan Hill and has
been attending worship in our congregation
regularly for more than a year. In the last few
months she has been accepted as an interim
minister for the Sierra Pacific Synod of the
ELCA, thanks to our full communion agreement
with the Presbyterian Church — USA. Because
of the rules of the Presbyterian Church, she
cannot join our congregation as a member but
has expressed that she feel that Advent is her
church home and she would like to serve here as
needed through her being a Parish Associate.
The Church Council has considered her request
and welcomes her service as a Parish Associate
on a volunteer basis. We commissioned Lee as
our Parish Associate during worship on Sunday,
June 21. Rev. Tyler introduces herself to us in
this way:

“I am delighted to serve Advent Lutheran
Church as a Parish Associate. As a retired
Presbyterian pastor | bring a variety of gifts to
this gathering of the body of Christ. | have the
usual skills of a pastor — preaching, pastoral care
and administrative, but my real gift is in my joy
in the Lord. | am a teacher, a healing prayer
minister, a Spiritual Director and youth leader. |
also have a passion for ecumenical relationships
and issues of social justice. In addition, | have

some other quirks in that I think that worship ig
fun and that God finds me quite humorous.

“I am a second career pastor. | retired from IBM
in 1992 and graduated from Santa Clara in 199
with an MA in Pastoral Ministries, with an
emphasis on Spirituality. The same year
completed my certificate in Spiritual Direction
at San Francisco Theological Seminary.
completed my M.Div. at the Pacific School of
Religion, in 2002. | was ordained at Covenan
Presbyterian Church in Palo Alto. From there
took a call at First Presbyterian Church in DU
Quoin, lllinois where | served as pastor for five
years, where | found that | was the happiest
had every been in my life. Even in the midst o
conflict | found a joy in serving God.

“I also bring my years of personal experience &
a single mother raising three boys while putting
myself through San Jose State. The boys ha
grown into fine men and | now have five
grandchildren that | adore. Through all the trialg
and tribulations of life, | believe that God hag
been good to me.

“I look forward to serving at Advent and thank
you for welcoming me into your community.”

Advent Lutheran Church
16870 Murphy Ave.
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Mailed in Morgan Hill
No Subscription Fee
Monthly Publication
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5 Advent Adventures

by Valerie S.

This month, | chatted with Cheryl F.. She and her
husband, Dick, have been members of Advent since
they moved to Morgan Hill from Minnesota in 1979.
Their daughter and son were both confirmed here at
Advent and Dick was even the teacher for his son's
confirmation class. Dick has been President of the
congregation three times!

The first Sunday they visited Advent, Dorothy
Berkland (wife of then Pastor Berkland, of Berkland
Fellowship Hall Fame), came over to Cheryl and
asked her, "Didn't you go to Augsburg?" The answer

was yes and that Dorothy had been a cheerleader

there and Dick had played basketball. Talk about a
small world!

People who know them know that Dick has an
impressive rose garden of almost 30 plants. Dick is

the one who researched and selected the rose bushes contact Marie Juncker or Marty G. ASAP.

that are thriving in our parking lot. Feel freethank
him for our "floribundas”. George C., Jacqui K. and
Grant L. (he dug all the holes for planting!) helpe
in the planning. Dick comes by on Wednesday or
Thursday to prune and weed so that the roses ®ill b
in bloom by Sunday. | look at those roses evergtim
| pull into the parking lot and I'm humbled by the
quiet gift this man continues to give to our
community. Thank Dick the next time you see him.
How fortunate we are to have Cheryl and Dick
continue to be a part of our Advent family.

Peace and grace to you from God the Fathe
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

A heartfelt thanks to all our wonderful brothers
and sisters at Advent Lutheran who expresseg
their concern during my recent hospitalizatior
(04/29 - 05/15/09). Your prayers, visitations,
cards, and meals exemplified the spirit of ou
Advent family. This outreach helped during
hospitalization and was a major factor in &g
speeding recovery. Despite the expert care th
was given by Good Samaritan Hospital ang
expert medical staff, hospitalization is never &
"fun" experience. Especially meaningful and
spiritually uplifting was the visitations by Pastor
Anita; and also Pastor Emeritus Gary Berklan
and his wife Dorothy.

Most sincerely,
Bruce & Sheila W.

A committee is forming to work on

the women's fall luncheon set for early October
The Mary Cressman Award will be presented 4
this time. If you are interested in helping, pkeas

There was no luncheon last year. We don't wa
to see this annual event disappear. Let
reinstate a great tradition. Please considé
volunteering for this event.

=

d

!
at

~—+

pr




6 Advent Adventures

Have you read or are readitige Shack?
You're invited to join in conversation on
either Tuesday evening or Saturday
morning, as listed on the Youth & Family
Calendar. If you can’t make either of
those times, but would like to meet with a
group, talk with Casey Carlson and she
can help find you a group at a time that
works for you!

youth@advent-lutheran.org
(408) 761-6673
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11:00am - 3:00pm
Mini-Golf and lunch
at Las Palmas




7 Advent Adventures

Baptisms: June 7

Pelayo W.

son of Susana C. and Paul W.
Roberto C. and Anita W., sponsors
standing for Roberto is Hector C.

Jordan Alexandra and Taylor Angelyne E.
daughters of Dave and Natalia E.

Jordan’s sponsors are Mike and Christine C.
Taylor’'s sponsors are Brandon B. and Lynn C.

Natalia Shiree E. RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Ellie Q., sponsor Thursday, July 23rd - 1:30 - 6:30
Berkland Hall, Advent Lutheran Church

Sign up on line or call the church office to make
an appointment.




8 Advent Adventures

Summer is for most of us a time when there are
breaks in our routine. The same is true for our
worship life together at Advent. During July,
and through August 16 (just before the start of
local schools), we will gather together for one
worship service at 9:30 AM on Sunday. Invite
your friends, family and neighbors to be a part
of the joy we have in being together worshiping
God!

# $
%% nr

Following worship, we will share a time of
fellowship with one another. Then, all are
invited into “breaking open the word” in
Berkland Fellowship Hall beginning at 11:00
AM. This is a time-honored practice of the
church, of speaking and listening to each other
in how God spoke with us in the word. Those
new to the faith and those sponsoring them are
invited to come together to the conversation,
and everyone contributes to the richness of our
hearing God’'s word in and through the
scriptures. Pastor Warner and Allen S. will lead
the conversation and bring further study and
guestions to the group. Coming together around
God’s word is an important way in which the
church grows. Come be a part of it. Invite a
friend to come with you to worship and then to
“breaking open the word” afterward, trusting
God’s Spirit is at work with us!

& &

Mark your calendars! We need your help! Danie|
C. is forming an organizational committee thig
summer for Advent's booth at the Taste of Morgan
Hill this fall.

—

If you can help in any way, please call the churc
office. Sherry will pass your name on to Daniel
There will be lots of ways you can help. Oun
many ministries will be displayed and there will
be "give aways" to those passing by. This wil
need planning. Also, there will be a team needed
to set up and tear down the booth. Many
volunteers will also be needed to "man" the boot
in two hour segments for both Saturday ang
Sunday.

| = =m—

Please consider volunteering. Show Morgan Hil|
that we, at Advent, care about our church and ourr
community.

The Food of the Month for July is JUICE.
However, you can donate other nonperishable
foods as well. When you shop, pick up two of
something, and put one in a bag for church. Then
leave it by the door or stick it in your car so whe
you are running late for church, you haven'
forgotten your food bag.

Many people in south county need our help. This
a simple way we can make a difference.

If you are interested in helping others find food:
- Make sure they have a picture I.D.
- Call the Food Information Hotline at
1-800-984-3663.

Give the zip-codes of where the person lives and
nearby zip-codes.




Hooray!.....Praise the Lord! We will be "Cool
and Comfortable" this summer thanks to all who
participated in raising the needed funds for
replacements of our two air conditioner
condensers.

Total Raised: $3702.00
Expenses: $539.68
Net Raised: $3162.32

It takes many, many people to make a fund
raiser successful, and we did indeed have a
successful event........ therefore | would like to
send a heartfelt thanks to the folks who made
this happen. We start with Virginia M. who
printed the tickets to all the folks who sold them
after each service:, Ed and Velma C., Marty G.,
Don and Pat S., Ed and Carrie M., Doris S.,
Rosemary P. and to Elsi S. who sat at the ticket
table during the entire BBQ being available to
sell tickets until the very last minute. Thanks to
Alice W. who came as my guest but pitched in
to help sell the raffle tickets. A hearty thanés t
Chuck M. (and Virginia) our raffle and silent
auction "Captain" who dedicated many hours in
meticulous planning in making this part of our
event a success......along with Rosemary P.,
Doris S. and Monica L. together collected,
sorted and displayed all the donations to make
this a fun "shopping trip" for all of us. Kudos to
Mark G. for doing double duty as our
"auctioneer" and our musician along with Rick
S. added some lively music for our
entertainment. Thanks to Nancy S. for picking
up the cakes at Costco. Thanks to our fast and
efficient set-up crew Wil L., Steve L., Terry P.,
Rolf S., Bob Q. and other "by-standers" for
setting up our tables and chairs so quickly so
that our Decorators, Virginia M., Marilyn L,
Gaetana G., Zoe and Patrick G. could get the
tablecloths and "ice cube" centerpieces on. Our
"Happy Cooker" Kevin G. along with his co-

9 Advent Adventures

"Happy Cooker" Bill F. and helper Terry P.
stood in the hot sun grilling away and produce
a fantastic, perfectly grilled tri-tip that had
comments of "oh-ahhh....... sooo00 good!"
Thanks to Pete M. for coming to the rescue i
picking up the French bread at Nob Hill. Our
meat slicers Steve L. and Wil L. did a great
professional job of slicing. What a great job our
"Kitchen Crew" Janet K., Audie P., Darlene D.
Barbara G. and last minute sub Mary P. did
preparing the food and drink for serving in such
an organized manner for our servers Ellie Q
Masuyo M., Karen and Elena M., Gaetana an
Zoe G.. After every event there is lots of clean
up to do and everyone is tired and anxious to ¢
home......... so this is a very special Thank You {
all who "stuck around" to "lend a hand" namely
Dave J. and Janet K. who worked tirelessly t
get the kitchen back to looking spotless
again....... packaging food, washing tons of
dishes, floors, garbage etc. and to Kathy P. for
vacuuming the whole Berkland Hall and
Narthex........ to George C. for helping whereve
he can......how about officially joining our F&F
Group? Many thanks to all of our clean-up
folks Bob and Ellie Q., Kevin, Gaetana, Zoe and
Patrick G, Terry P., and Steve L.. Thank you tq
our money counters Rosemary P., Dave N. fg
giving us our grand total. Thank you Sherry Q
for getting all my articles in the Sunday Bulletin
and the Newsletter in a timely manner........ ang
last of all to the People of Advent and thei
friends and family made donations of prizes
who came and supported our fund raiser.
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Peace and Blessings,
Nancy L.
Coordinator
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Our Food and Fellowshp Summer Party will be
held at The House of Lee on Sunday, August 30,
2009 at 1:00 p.m. We are having a BBQ cooked
on site, catered and served by :

Lou's San Martin Meats
BBQ and Catering

Menu: BBQ Chicken, Pulled Pork, Combo
Chili Beans, Potato and Green Salad
Fresh Fruit and Garlic Bread
Drinks and Dessert
$12.50 Per Person

Everyone is invited to join us for a summer

afternoon of Food and Fellowship This event is
always well attended and lots of fun....... SO get
your reservations in early and | hope to see all of
you on August 30th.

| want to thank Sue B. for suggesting and
designing the new shelving unit in the Berkland
Hall closet which will give us some extra and

much needed storage....... especially for our
tablecloths and thanks to Bob Q. for shopping
for the supplies and installing it with the help of

Wil L.. The Food and Fellowship Group paid

for this project out of their own funds through

monies raised at our BBQ's.

Peace, Blessings and Bon Appetite’
Nancy L.
Coordinator

by Evelyn Seitz

Advent’'s Sew Seeds ministry and youth will bg

assembling school kits again this year for

distribution by Lutheran World Relief. These
kits aid students whose education may hau
been disrupted due to war, natural disaster, ¢
poverty. During July and August, many stores
offer school supplies at special back-to-schod
sale prices. Please cut out this list and keep it
your purse or wallet to take advantage of thes
sales. A collection box for donations will be
available in Berkland Fellowship Hall.

SCHOOL KITS !

Notebooks of wide- or college-ruled papier
approximately 8 x 10 % totaling 150-200i
sheets (If using 70-sheet notebooks, plelas
include three); no loose-leaf paper !

i
One blunt scissors (Safety scissors with :
embedded well blades work well.) i

: i
One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with

centimeters on one side and inches on the othg
One pencil sharpener :
Six new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erase;s
One eraser approximately 2 ¥2” long :

12 sheets of construction paper in assortec (X]

colors :
i

One box of 16 or 24 crayons |

Sew Seeds volunteers need sturdy fabrics td;
make school bags 12 14 with cloth handles;,

Special Note: Please do not purchase itel;m
with religious symbols or messages, U.S. flags
patriotic or military symbols, or references to
armed forces, including camouflage, for use in
LWR Kkits. !
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12 Advent Adventures

(CMT) costumes, a Sewing Project Station at
Advent’s Family Craft Day with several options
to create items, and altar cloths and a quilted
labyrinth for the Godly Play Sunday School
Class. Other support to Advent has beep
by Evelyn S. facilitating quilt blocks for families to decorate

for the Stewardship Pledge drive and donating

items to Advent's Food and Fellowship Spring

Advent's Sew Seeds BBQ Raffle.

ministry  participants

celebrated their first Second Year Goals

anniversary with a

sleep over at church on Sew Seeds participates are asking for continued
June 12-13. During support from the Advent community, both in
this event, they terms of prayers, donations of materials, anf

-

reviewed their accomplishments for their first New volunteers so that they can reach the
year and set goals for the second year. Ministry's second year goals. They arg
beginning a  Knitting/Crocheting afghan
With the support of donations and prayers from Ministry, and they welcome more participants
the congregation, Lutheran World Relief (LWR)  and donations of yarn.
achievements of Sew Seeds had included 55
quilts, 32 school kits, 14 health kits, and 20 Sew Seeds’ goal for LWR quilts this year is 100}
school bags for a Mt. Cross camp LWR project. 50 of which are completed. To meet this goal,
In October 2008, Advent hosted the first ever they are seeking donations of clean fabrics sugh
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Northern as cotton, cotton blends, twill, corduroy, and
California Ingathering of quilts and kits from  Polyester knits and, also, thread. Advent wil
other Northern California Lutheran churches host the 2nd Annual Northern California LWR
and organized fundraising for LWR’s Project Ingathering of quilts and kits in October 2009
Comfort to pay for shipping of quilts and kits. A and funds will be needed to insure that th¢
major donor allowed for an engraved “Sew Ingathering items reach Portland, OR fof
Seeds” brick to be placed in Good Samaritan delivery to the LWR warehouse. Additional

Quilt Plaza at LWR's Headquarters in quilts will be made to be included as part ol
Baltimore, MD. Advent's  "Friends  Outside” Christmas

packages.

In addition, Sew Seeds ministry has had projects

to address area needs. They prepared 35 baby Sew Seeds will again assist the Christial
quilts for Lucille Packard Children’s Hospital, ~ Musical Theater with decorations and costume;
comfort pillows for St. Louise Regional Medical

Center, and13 quilts for St. Catherine Church’'s For more information about the Sew Seeds
“Reach Out” program. Ministry, please contact Marge J.. Sewing

experience is not necessary to participate.
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Sew Seeds has met a variety of needs of the
Advent congregation as well. Children have
benefited from tote bags containing quiet toys
for worship services, Christian Music Theater




13 Advent Adventures
July 19 -25
Sun Jeremiah 23:1-6 A righteous shepherd for Israel
Psalm 23 The LORD is my shepherd
Ephesians 2:11-22 Reconciled to God through
Christ
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 Christ healing the multitudes
Mon Jeremiah 50:1-7 God the true pasture
&"" Tues Zechariah 9:14-10:2 God will save the flock
Wed Luke 15:1-7 Parable of the lost sheep
Thu 2 Samuel 5:1-12 David is to shepherd Israel
Fri Acts 20:16-38 The elders are shepherds
Sat Psalm 100 We are God'’s sheep
July 1-4
Wed Mark 9:14-29 Jesus heals a child July 26 - August?l
Thu 2 Kings 20:1-11 God heals Hezekiah . Ao :
Fri 2 Corinthians 7:2-16 Grief leads to repentance sun gg{:gsljﬁzlgig Egihgpf:r? (\jla(;iehyonudrrﬁgnpdeople
Sat Psalm 88 Prayer for restoration o )
Ephesians 3:14-21  Prayer to Christ
John 6:1-21 Jesus feeds the 5000
Mon Genesis 18:1-14 God eats with Abraham and
July 5-11 Sarah
) ) Tues Exodus 24:1-11 The elders eat with God
Sun Ezekiel 2:1-5 The call of Ezekiel Wed Mark 6:35-44 Jesus feeds 5000
Psalm 123 Our eyes look to you, O God Thu Isaiah 25:6-10 A feast on the mountain
2 Corinth 12:2-10 God's power made perfect in Fri Philippians 4:10-20 Christian generosity
weakness Sat Psalm 111 God gives food
Mark 6:1-13 Sending the Twelve to preach
and heal
Mon Jeremiah 16:1-13 Jeremiah’s celibacy and
message
Tues Jeremiah 16:14-21  God will forgive Israel
Wed John 7:1-9 Unbelief of Jesus’ brothers
Thu Ezekiel 2:8-3:11 Ezekiel to eat the scroll
Fri 2 Corinthians 11:16-33aul’s sufferings holy, holy .
Sat Psalm 119:81-88 The faithful persecuted For the love _Of Christ urges us Or_L because
we are convinced that one has died for all;
Julv 12 - 18 therefore all have died. And he died for all|
so that those who live might live no longer
Sun Amos 7:7-15 The sign of the plumb line for themselves, but for him who died and
Psalm 85:8-13 Listen to what the LORD God is :
saying was raised for them.
Ephesians 1:3-14 Chosen to live in praise of God
Mark 6:14-29 The death of John the Baptist 2rohians 5: 14-15
Mon Amos 2:6-16 Amos condemns Israel
Tues Amos 4:6-13 Prepare to meet your God
Wed Luke 1:57-80 The birth of John the Baptist
Thu Acts 21:27-39 Paul arrested
Fri Acts 23:12-35 Plot to kill Paul
sat Psalm 142 Prayer for deliverance Source: Between Sundays: Daily Bible
Readings Based on the Revised Common
Lectionary, Gail Ramshaw, 19¢
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‘MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE”

ADVENT WOMEN'S
BIBLE STUDY

“Kinships, Friendships, and
Holy Encounters”

Study Text: Luke 1:39-45
Theme verse: Luke 1:39-40

Wednesday, June 10, 2009

Fellowship: 10:00 AM
Bible study: 10:30 AM

This month’s study will meet at
JoAnn B’s home:

All women are invited!
Please join us, and bring a guest!




