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By Pastor  
Anita Warner�

 
RAISING UP THE FAITHFUL – Part 2 
 
Last month I wrote about the roles of parents 
and the faith community in the spiritual lives 
and faith development of children and youth. (If 
you would like to read a past edition of Advent 
Adventures, you can do so on Advent’s website, 
www.advent-lutheran.org). As our new faith 
development year begins, with Sunday School, 
groups, confirmation and Bible studies, I’ve 
reflected on what that means for us. This month 
I’m writing about children and youth 
themselves, drawing on the writings of Dr. 
Marcia Bunge. 
 
Children and youth are complex and interesting 
people. Scripture gives us four perspectives on 
children and youth. These perspectives may 
seem contradictory, but taken together, give us a 
truer and completer picture than if any single 
perspective holds primary sway. 
 
First, and most basically, children are vulnerable 
beings. They are “neighbors,” and strangers in 
need of compassion and justice, and therefore 
parents and other adults are to protect them and 
provide them with their basic needs. 
 
Second, the Bible depicts children as gifts of 
God and sources of joy who are fully human and 
made in the image of God, and therefore parents 
and other caring adults are to respect them, 
enjoy them, and be grateful for them. 
 
 

 
A third dimension of the view of children in the 
Bible and the Christian tradition is that they are 
also developing beings, sinful creatures, and 
moral agents in need of instruction and 
guidance, and therefore parents are to nurture 
the faith of children and help them use their gifts 
and talents to love and serve others and 
contribute to the common good. 
 
Fourth, the Bible also depicts children as models 
of faith for adults, sources of revelation, and 
representatives of Jesus, and therefore adults are 
to listen to children and learn from them. 
 
As you can see from these four biblical 
perspectives on children and youth, we all have 
a role in raising up the faithful. Part of raising 
up the faithful is growing in our own 
relationship with Jesus. A pastor friend told me, 
“It’s like when you’re flying and the flight 
attendant gives instructions on using the oxygen 
mask: Put on your own mask first, then assist 
children and others around you who need 
assistance. Adults have to breathe the air of 
God’s word before they can assist children and 
others around them in growing in faith.” 
 
So, parents, live and learn our faith with your 
children. I encourage you, dear reader, in 
learning and growing in your faith in some way. 
A number of new studies and groups begin this 
month, detailed throughout this newsletter. You 
are invited! 
 
Our church community is indeed blessed with 
our children and youth. I encourage you to also 
give encouragement to parents of children and 
youth without a church home to come with them 
to Advent to grow in relationship with God.  
May God raise us up in faithfulness and find us 
faithful! 
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Marie W. Juncker,  
Spiritual Director 
 
 
 

 
“Where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them.” Matthew 18:20 
 
One of the great gifts of Christian community is 
the ability to gather together with others in the 
name of Christ.  Advent always has a variety of 
ways to come together with others.  Here I will 
be addressing some of the new and long 
standing small group opportunities for spiritual 
formation and Bible study where people can 
explore their relationship with God in the 
supportive company of others. 
 
This fall at 9:30 am on Sundays, the Adult 
Sunday School will be offering group study and 
conversation around the Book of Faith initiative.  
The group will engage one of the exceptional 
bible study resources published by Augsburg 
Fortress that include: Books of Faith: studies of 
books of the Bible; People of Faith: studies of 
people in the Bible and Together in Faith: 
Lectionary and thematic studies. 
 
A newly formed group is Transitions that meets 
at 3:00 pm on Wednesdays.  This group is 
supportive of people who are for a variety of 
reasons are in a time of transition around work, 
career or employment.  Exploring vocation 
within the context of the gifts and callings of the 
Spirit, the group supports each other in facing 
the often challenging times when people find 
themselves in transition around their work life.  
Together they listen into each moment for the 
ways that God is opening up new life.    
 

 
 

The Mid-week Bible Study group will begin an 
awesome new study in the fall on the 
Prodigal Son.  Reading together the “Return of 
the Prodigal Son” by Henri Nouwen, the group 
will explore the gospel of Luke aided by Father 
Nouwen’s insights that incorporate Rembrandt’s 
painting on the subject.  The group meet’s on 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am.  
 
The Mary and Martha Circle, a women’s Bible 
study, spiritual formation and fellowship group 
meets once a month on the second Wednesday.  
In the fall the group will begin an exciting new 
Bible study: “To God’s Beloved: Paul’s Letter 
to the Romans.”  The group gathers at 10:00 am.   
 
The Women’s Spirituality Circle is another 
opportunity for women to get together and share 
their lives and spirituality.  The circle meets 
every Wednesday in the Library at 10:00 am.  
This fall the women will continue in “The Way 
of Grace,” which is part of the acclaimed 
Companions in Christ series developed for small 
group spiritual formation by Upper Room.   
 
The newly reformed Men’s Fellowship is a 
wonderful opportunity for men to gather in a 
small group for spiritual formation and bible 
study.  This group meets on Saturday mornings 
at 7:30 am. 
 
Autumn is the time when seeds fall to the 
ground and set the stage for new life.  The seeds 
of new life are present in all of Advent’s 
excellent small group opportunities for spiritual 
formation and Bible study.  Consider joining in 
one or more group this fall.  If the timing 
doesn’t work for you, all the groups have an 
open door, so you are welcome to join at any 
time.  If you are interested in hearing more 
about one or more of these groups, contact me, 
Marie Juncker, Spiritual Life Minister at (408) 
779-3551 or spirit@advent-lutheran.org.�
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Often, during the recitation of the Prayers for the 
Church, we hear about "the child who is waiting 
in Guatemala to join her American family here in 
Morgan Hill." This is the R family- Guillermo, 
Sharon and Isabella. Isabella's two and a half year 
old sister, Marisol, is in Guatemala. Sharon and 
Guillermo frequently have gone to Guatemala 
over the last two years, to visit with Marisol. They 
have even taken Isabella with them to celebrate 
her fourth birthday, as a family, with her little 
sister. 
 
Evidently, there is endless red-tape involved with 
an international adoption and the system has 
endless check lists, complete with expiration dates 
and renewal times for data. 
 
 

 
Sharon is amazingly upbeat about  the whole 
challenge. She said, "I know that God would 
never give me more than I can handle. I just wish 
He wouldn't trust me so much." She  said the 
experience has created a deeper spirituality in 
their family that sustains them. She is so grateful, 
also, for the prayers and support from the 
congregation. She said "this wonderful 
congregation is a blessed source of strength." 
 
Sharon commented about our wonderful crew 
who went to New Orleans to the convention. She 
said it would be wonderful to have people, 
volunteer one to two times a year, to go to places, 
here in California, that need similar help. A 
weekend would be a feasible commitment for 
many of us. 
 
This woman and her family have a very "full 
plate", but still , she is thinking of what she can do 
for others. One more magic family at Advent. 
Let's all pray  that Marisol will be home soon and 
be with us all very soon. 
 
I really appreciate the time you gave me 
yesterday.  I hope the article is okay with you and 
that you have a wonderful vacation. 
 

�
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Dear Advent Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you for your generosity and support to 
Bethania Kids. Many children in India will 
receive much needed care because o your  
thoughtful gift. When we partner together to reach 
out to others, the possibilities are endless! May 
the Lord bless the many seeds you are  
helping Bethania sow.  

With affection in Christ, 

Kathy Henry, Administrator 
�
100% of your $1,685 contribution will be used 
directly for children's ministry in India. 
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Faith in Daily Labor Sunday, Sept. 6 

 

Wear your working clothes to worship this 
Sunday and/or bring with you an item from your 
daily labor. We will hear stories of faith in daily 
labor from people of Advent during the worship 
services. 

 

Rally Day, Sept. 13 

 

Rally Day kicks off a new year in faith 
development for our congregation. During the 
worship services we will offer a blessing of our 
faith development leaders and those beginning 
Sunday School and confirmation. 

 

At 9:30, families can register children for 
Sunday School. Sunday School classes will be 
holding open houses and have a shorter opening 
lesson. Adults can also sign up for new Bible 
studies, classes and groups. 

 

 

Youth-Led Worship Sept. 20 

 

Celebrate God’s Word and Sacrament as our 
younger people lead us in worship. 

 

Healing Service Sept. 27 

During our regular worship service time is set 
aside for prayers for healing. This will also be 
first communion Sunday for some children in 
our congregation. 
 

 

 

 

�
�����������
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Volunteers are needed to host Advent's booth 
again this year.  We need 2 hour commitments 
from 10 - 6 on both days.  We're also looking for 
someone with a truck who can help transport 
the equipment to the booth site, help set it up 
early Saturday am, and tear down Sunday pm.  
Ron and Sue B. have graciously provided this 
service in the past, but will not be available to 
do so this year.  Call Daniel C. or the church 
office, 779-3551, if you can help in any way. 
 
If you would like a specific ministry at Advent 
to be represented at our booth, please call Daniel 
C. so it can be incorporated into the presentation 
of our various ministries. 
 

  
 


�����
����
�������
����
�
�����

  
 
Thursday, September 17th, 1:30 - 6:30 
  
Donors are needed.  Please consider giving!  Sign 
up on line at the American Red Cross website or 
with Advent's church office, 779-3551. 
  
  
 
 



   7                                                  Advent Adventures  
 

��������������
�
����
�������������

������

 
Jambo, Rafiki (friends) to the New Life Band!  
The New Life Band, from Tanzania, East 
Africa, will be visiting Advent again this year.  
There will be an evening concert on Saturday, 
October 24th and the band will also join us 
during our worship services on Sunday, October 
25th.  Concert times and more details to follow. 
 
The concert will feature their extraordinary 
range of musical talent, and their amazing 
commitment to their ministry among teenagers 
in Africa. They have had a USA tour every 3 
years since 1994 and have stayed in many 
homes and become good friends with many 
people. They will tour the Midwest and 
California from Sept 4th until Dec 21st and then 
return to their homes in Arusha, Tanzania. 

 
Over the past 25 years, the New Life Band has 
developed an active and vibrant ministry to 
youth and students (primarily teenagers) in 
Tanzania through school visitations, national 
youth camps and conferences, outdoor Christian 
rallies, concerts and performances, and one-on-
one counseling and guidance.  Their ministry 
has been deeply committed to reaching out to 
help today’s youth of Tanzania often caught up 
in an atmosphere of poverty, unemployment,  
substance abuse, and lack of direction for their 
lives. 

 
 
Their work has truly been impressive. Their 
youth camps, held two to three times per year, 
are typically attended by more than 1000 young 
people.  They are able to reach more than 
600,000 people each year through concerts and 
outdoor rallies.  They are extremely talented 
musicians, easily able to reach out to people 
through their wide range of music, from 
traditional African drum rhythms, close 
harmonies, to modern western style instruments 
with an African flair.  
 

 
A dream come true is the start of construction of 
their Secondary School and Vocational Training 
Center on their beautiful 20-acre site with a 
view of the nearby 16,000 foot Mt. Meru near 
Arusha, Tanzania. They completed the first 
classroom building and opened school in 
January 2008. The second classroom building is 
roofed. According to the Secondary School 
Zonal Inspectors report, their school buildings 
are among the best in the Northern zone!  
Currently they have 55 students, 35 girls, and 20 
boys.  When the school is completed, they 
expect to be able to accommodate some 450 
students. Student enrollment has been very good 
as more parents and students have come to 
know that New Life Band has established a 
respected Secondary School. Because of the 
quality of education from competent teaching 
staff and attractive facilities, the school has 
attracted many students from other parts of the 
country.  
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For more information please see: 
www.newlifeband.net where you can hear a 
sample of their music, see pictures of the school 
and students. Click on Contact Us for a partial 
list of NLB Concerts and Worship Services in 
the Midwest and CA in the Fall of 2009.  

 
 

�
 

��
���
�
�������������

��������������
�
�
 
We are seeking host families once again to host 
our Tanzanian friends.  Please contact Gretchen 
L. at 408-893-2808 or glleff@sbcglobal.net  or 
Grant and Karen L. at 408-782-2950 if you are 
interested in hosting a band member this year. 
 
We are also in great need of a van that will seat 
6 band members this year.  Unfortunately, their 
donor van is not available during their south bay 
visit.  If anyone has a van they are willing to 
donate for a week, please contact Gretchen L.. 

 
 

�

�

�
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School has started so our food of the month is 
PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY!  When you 
shop for your own food, pick up a jar of peanut 
butter and a jar of jam or  jelly. However, you 
can donate other nonperishable foods  as well. 
When you shop, pick up two of something, and 
put one in a bag for church. Then leave it by the 
door or stick it in your car so when you are 
running late for church, you haven't forgotten your 
food bag.  
 
Many people in south county need our help.  This 
a simple way we can make a difference.  
 
If you are interested in helping others find food: 
  -  Make sure they have a picture I.D. 
  -  Call the Food Information Hotline at  
1-800-984-3663.   
 
Give the zip-codes of where the person lives and 
nearby zip-codes. 
 

 

�
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Advent Lutheran Church 
16870 Murphy Ave. 

Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
Mailed in Morgan Hill 
No Subscription Fee 
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DATE: October 11th, 2009 
TIME: 1:00PM 
THEME: Celebrating Women at Advent  
 
  
Mark your calendars!  You will soon 
be receiving an invitation to our Annual 
Women's Luncheon on Sunday, October 11th, at 
1:00 pm.  This will be an occasion for our 
women to come together for food, fellowship, 
and conversation.  There will also be an 
opportunity for dialog regarding current and 
future ministries at Advent that our women 
support.  Lee Tyler, our new Parish Associate, 
will facilitate the dialog. 
 
The luncheon is to be a salad potluck.  Drinks, 
rolls, and desserts will be provided.  Childcare 
will also be available for those with little ones.  
If you would like to help with set up, serving, or 
clean up, please contact Sheila W..  All 
volunteers are welcome. 
 

Mary Francis Cressman was a 
member of Advent and very 
active in our church ministries 
and in service to her community.  
When she suddenly died in the 
late 1980's, the 1989 Annual 
Women's Luncheon began a 

tradition of honoring her life of faith by 
establishing the Mary Francis Cressman Award. 
This would be given to other women of Advent 
who had demonstrated a life of exemplary 
service to others through her faith.   
 
The Mary Francis Cressman Award for 2009 
will be presented by Dorothy Berkland, the first 
recipient in 1989.  You will be able to vote for 
your favorite "Advent woman of service" during 
the month of September.  Look for ballots and a 
voting   basket  in  the  Narthex.   Remember  to  

 
choose a person you feel has contributed to the 
ministries of Advent by her selfless response to 
the many needs of our congregation and to the 
community. 
 
Please vote for your favorite woman of service 
and RSVP by the 25th of September to either 
Sheila W., the church office, 779-3551, 
office@advent-lutheran.org or Marty G.. 
 
   

�
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Are you in second through the sixth grade? 
Do you love to sing and give the Lord praise? 
Do you want to have fun and sing in church too? 
Then the Pacem Choir is just right for YOU! 
 

Pacem Childen's Choir is starting 
again! Please come on Saturday 
mornings beginning September 
19th, from 9 to 10. We will have 
rehearsals every Saturday morning 
and hopefully be ready to sing the 
first time in church in October. 
The plan is to prepare something 
to sing during worship once a 
month. 
 

Parent and child informational meeting on that 
first Saturday (9/19/09 at 9am). Sign ups and 
more information at Rally Day! Come talk to 
Jennifer H. or you can call 779-1273 for more 
information. 
 
Sing a song unto the Lord! 
Jennifer H. 
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Above all, clothe yourselves 
with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful.  
-- Colossians 3:14-15 

 
I write to you from the 2009 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly in Minneapolis with official 
information about the actions of this assembly 
related to human sexuality. I am grateful for the 
manner in which this church has engaged in this 
conversation. The way this assembly has 
discussed these questions is a continuation of 
the way this church has deliberated: with deep 
and heartfelt respect for each other, engaging 
with Scripture, listening to the faith stories and 
experiences of one another, and through worship 
and prayer seeking the discernment of the Spirit. 

In my response to the voting members on 
Friday, August 21, I made this request: we need 
one another. We need time. We need the voices 
of those who lament and those who rejoice over 
these actions, for together we have been called 
to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
engage in God’s mission for the life of the 
world. 

The assembly adopted 676-338 -- precisely two-
thirds of those voting -- “Human Sexuality: Gift 
and Trust,” the ELCA’s 10th social statement, 
with minor editorial amendments. It also 
adopted a series of implementing resolutions 
with amendments. This theological and teaching 
document builds on the key Lutheran principles 
of justification by grace and Christian freedom 
to serve the neighbor. It emphasizes that central 
to our vocation, in relation to human sexuality, 
is the building and protection of trust in 
relationships.  It  therefore  affirms  that  we  are  

 

called to be trustworthy in our human sexuality 
and to build social institutions and practices 
where trust and trustworthy relationships can 
thrive. The social statement addresses marriage, 
same-gender relationships, families, protecting 
children, friendships, commitment, social 
responsibility and moral discernment. Regarding 
same-gender committed relationships, the social 
statement says that this church is not in 
agreement and recognizes the different 
perspectives which are present among us. 

Our assembly also adopted resolutions proposed 
by the Church Council based on those contained 
in a “Report and Recommendation on Ministry 
Policies.” The actions direct    that   changes   be  
made  to  churchwide    policy documents to 
make it possible for those in committed same-
gender relationships to serve as rostered leaders 
in the ELCA. There were amendments to two of 
the proposals. The assembly adopted the 
resolutions in the following order, beginning 
with a strong statement about how we will live 
together in the face of our disagreements: 

Resolution 3: “RESOLVED, that in the 
implementation of any resolutions on ministry 
policies, the ELCA commit itself to bear one 
another's burdens, love the neighbor, and respect 
the bound consciences of all." (Adopted 771-
230 as amended) 
 
Resolution 1: “RESOLVED, that the ELCA 
commit itself to finding ways to allow 
congregations that choose to do so to recognize, 
support and hold publicly accountable life-long, 
monogamous, same-gender relationships.” 
(Adopted 619-402) 
 
Resolution 2: “RESOLVED, that the ELCA 
commit itself to finding a way for people in such 
publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, 
same-gender relationships to serve as rostered 
leaders of this church.” (Adopted 559-451) 
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Resolution 4: This resolution called upon 
members to respect the bound consciences of 
those with whom they disagree; declared intent 
to allow structured flexibility in decision-
making about candidacy and the call process; 
eliminated the prohibition of rostered service by 
members in publicly accountable, lifelong, 
monogamous same-gender relationships; 
recognized and committed to respect the 
conviction of members who believe that the 
ELCA should not call or roster people in 
committed same-gender relationships; called for 
development of accountability guidelines; 
directed that amendments to ministry policy 
documents be drafted and approved; and stated 
that this church continue to trust congregations, 
bishops, synods and others responsible for 
determining who should be called into public 
ministry. (Adopted 667-307 as amended) 

I invite you into important, thoughtful, prayerful 
conversation about what all of this means for 
our life in mission together. What is absolutely 
important for me is that we have this 
conversation together. 

We meet one another finally -- not in our 
agreements or our disagreements -- but at the 
foot of the cross, where God is faithful, where 
Christ is present with us, and where, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we are one in Christ. 

In Christ,  
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson 
ELCA Presiding Bishop 
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Sunday, Sept. 6, 9:30 – 10:30 AM 
Tuesday Sept. 8, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 
A churchwide assembly of the ELCA meets 
every two years. The latest assembly met in 
Minneapolis August 17-23. The actions of the 
assembly include: 

·  Approving a full communion agreement 
between the ELCA and the United 
Methodist Church 

·  Adoption of the social statement, 
“Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” 

·  Implementing resolutions of the social 
statement, including respecting the 
bound consciences of those who differ 
and disagree, and allowing for a process 
by which congregations may extend a 
call to gay and lesbian pastors in 
committed, lifelong same-gender 
relationships 

·  Funding an HIV and AIDS strategy 
·  Launching the Lutheran Malaria 

Initiative 
·  Calling for a social statement to be 

developed on Justice for Women 
·  Constitutional amendments, including 

encouraging 10% of synod and 
churchwide assembly voting members to 
be youth and young adults 

·  2010-2011 budget 
·  (Re-) Election of Carlos Pena as ELCA 

Vice President 
 
It is important for us as a congregation to speak 
together about these actions. Two opportunities 
for dialogue will be Sunday, Sept. 6, and 
Tuesday, Sept. 8. In addition, you may speak 
with Pastor Warner, any staff member and 
others in your study, service, prayer or care 
groups about these actions. 
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Advent Midweek Bible Group will begin September 15th to discuss the famous Christian book 
on forgiveness from the gospel of Luke by Henri Nouwen. 

 

We will meet on Tuesday mornings from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM at the Church. The discussion 
group is open to Advent members and the community as well. 

 

We currently have fifteen people signed up for the discussion. The book and materials are $11. 

Exhausted from a six-week lecture tour across the U.S. in 1983, Nouwen seeks rest 
in the L’Arche community in France. During his stay, a painting of Rembrandt 
catches his attention: The Return of the Prodigal Son. Sustained reflection on the 
painting slowly emerges into awareness of a new vocation coming to flower in his 
heart, his own personal call to “come home,” to make his home with L’Arche. 
Identifying with each of the three main figures in the painting, Nouwen crafts a fresh 
interpretation of a classic story, concluding: “Though I am both the younger son and 
the elder son, I am not to remain them, but called to become the Father.” A miniature 
of the painting on the memorial card for Nouwen’s wake and marked its special 
place in the memory of the L’Arche Daybreak community where he served as pastor 
for the last ten years of his life. 

(Doubleday, 1992, Pp. 142) 
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Janet Renick visited with a youth group from her church in West Covina 

Some of 
the New 
Orleans 
group 
cooked 
some 
Bayou 
food. The 
fried 
pickles 
were a hit! 

 There was some great music! 

… and wonderful food and fellowship! 
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by Evelyn Seitz 
 
As humanitarian crises have been escalating, 
requests for Lutheran World Relief health kits 
are outnumbering the health kit donations being 
received from U. S. congregations.  Advent 
individuals or groups of all ages can help to 
meet this demand for health kits by donating the 
basic hygiene items listed at the end of this 
article. 
 

The kits are sent around the world to people 
who are dealing with the effects of war, disaster, 
and poverty. The kits help reduce the spread of 
disease and aid families in staying healthy in 
difficult living conditions.  Schools use kits to 
teach children about good hygiene, and kits 
allow people affected by emergencies to use 
their money to buy other needed items such as 
food and water. 
 

All items should be new and in good condition.  
A box for donations will be in the Narthex or 
Berkland Fellowship Hall. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: please do not donate 
toothbrushes or toothpaste for the health kits.  
Enough toothbrushes for kits have already been 
donated to Advent, and toothpaste will be added 
at the LWR warehouse prior to overseas 
shipment. 
 

Project Comfort Fund Note: LWR's 
approximate cost to handle and ship one LWR 
health kit overseas is $2.65 (includes the cost of 
toothpaste to go with the health kit). Those who 
want to donate money should make out checks 
to “Advent Lutheran Church,” put “LWR 
Project Comfort Fund” in the note blank, and 
put the check in offering plate or give it to  the 
church office. 
 

Please clip the list below and keep it in your 
purse or wallet when  shopping. 
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On St. Francis Day, October 4, there will be a 
brief worship service in the courtyard at 4:00 
PM that includes offering a blessing for each 
animal present. You are invited to bring pets of 
any kind for a blessing. 

 

HEALTH KIT ITEMS 
 

 
Donations needed for each health kit include 
the following items: 
 
______ One-hand towel, dark color 
              Recommended 
 
______One washcloth, dark color 
             recommended 
 
______ One bath-size bar (4-5 oz.) of soap, 
             any brand, in its original wrapping 
 
______ One sturdy comb, remove packaging 
 
______ One metal nail file or nail clippers with 
             file attached, remove packaging. (Do 
             not substitute cardboard emery boards  
             for the file) 
 
______ Six Band-Aids® (or similar brand), 
             preferably 1/2" to 3/4"; secure together 
             with a rubber band. 
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Do you have basic questions about the Christian 
faith or the practices of the Lutheran church?  Are 
you interested in exploring the possibility of 
joining Advent Lutheran as a member of this 
church?  Do you wish you knew more about what 
happens in our congregation beyond Sunday 
morning worship?  Do you have questions about 
Lutheran practices of baptism and communion, 
how we worship, and how we interpret Scripture?  
Are you ready to re-visit some of the questions of 
faith even though you have been a part of this 
church for some time? If your answer is “yes” to 
any of those questions, you’re invited to join the 
next Discovery Class! 
 
During the Discovery Class these questions will 
be addressed and the basics of Christian faith and 
life explored.  We ask all who may wish to join 
our congregation to take the Discovery class.  We 
will use the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism. 
The class will meet for nine weeks, 9:40 - 10:30 
a.m. on Sunday mornings from September 20 – 
November .  This class is a great opportunity to 
meet others as well as learn more about our 
church.  Pastor Anita Warner will lead this course. 
 
If you are thinking about being a part of this 
course, would like more information or would like 
to register for this course, call Pastor Warner at 
779-3551 or write her at pastorw@advent-
lutheran.org. 

 
Everyone is welcome to stop into this class if you 
would like to know more or like a refresher on the 
topic of the day. 
 
September 20: Being a Christian; the Apostles’ 
                        Creed 
September 27: All the different churches and the  
                        Lutheran heritage 
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You’re invited to come on Tuesday, September 1 
at 7:30 p.m. at Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church in 
Sunnyvale, CA. Art will be there to meet Bread for 
the World members and talk about his new book, 
The Rising of Bread for the World: An Outcry of 
Citizens Against Hunger.  

When:  Tuesday, September 1, 2009 at 7:30 pm 
Where:  Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church in the 
Fellowship Hall, 728 W. Fremont Avenue, 
Sunnyvale, CA  94087 

The event is free and open to the public. 

Art will share the surprising story of how God uses 
ordinary people to make an extraordinary difference 
in the lives of hungry people. In the 1970s, Art 
served as a Lutheran pastor in New York’s Lower 
East Side.  He brought together Catholics and 
Protestants in an organized effort to urge Congress 
to address the root causes of hunger.  Today, 35 
years later, Bread for the World is the nation’s 
foremost Christian voice against hunger. Under 
Art’s leadership, Bread for the World convinced 
Congress to make policy changes that continue to 
provide help and opportunity to hungry people 
today. 

He’ll share this amazing story—and talk about why 
urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger at 
home and abroad is as important now as ever. 
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“Building Cultures of Trust” 
Rev. Dr. Martin E. Marty 
��

9:30 - Registration and coffee 
10:00 - Keynote presentation 
11:15 - Eucharist 
12:30 - Lunch, award presentations 
1:45 - Q & A 
 

More information is available at www.plts.edu 
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Call Michael Glantz, ChFC, FIC at 
 

(408) 984-8777 x321 
 
This workshop will be presented by the South 
Santa Clara County Chapter of Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans, Michael Glantz, ChFC, 
FIC CA Ins ID#0C11278, and Darrell Shideler, 
CFP, ChFC, CLU (CA Ins ID#0536317) 
 
A complimentary continental breakfast is 
included. 

Oct. 10, 2009 
8:30AM -11:00am 
Morgan Hill Community Center 
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September  1 - 5 
 
Tues Exodus 32:15-35 Moses punishes their evil 
Wed Mark 7:9-23 Jesus teaches about tradition 
Thu Deuteronomy 4:21-40 Moses urges faithfulness 
Fri  James 1:1-16 Trials and temptations 
Sat Psalm 106:1-6, 13-23, 
                           47-48 God will remember the people 
 
 
September  6 - 12 
 
Sun Isaiah 35:4-7a God comes with healing 
 Psalm 146 Praising the LORD 

 James 2:1-10, (11-13),  
                            14-17 Faith without works is dead 
 Mark 7:24-37 Christ heals a little girl and a  
  deaf man 

Mon Joshua 6:1-21 The Israelites conquer Jericho 
Tues Joshua 8:1-22 The Israelites conquer Ai 
Wed Matthew 17:14-21 Healing by faith 
Thu Judges 15:9-20 Samson slays the philistines 
Fri  Hebrews 11:29-12:2 The heroes of faith 
Sat Isaiah 38:10-20 Prayer for health 

  
 
September  13 - 19 
 
Sun Isaiah 50:4-9a The servant is vindicated y God 

 Psalm 116:1-8 I will walk in God’s presence 
 James 3:1-12 Dangers of the unbridled tongue 
 Mark 8:27-38 Peter’s confession of faith 

Mon 1 Kings 13:1-10 Obeying the word of God 
Tues 1 Kings 13:11-25 Disobeying the word of God 
Wed John 7:25-36 Jesus the messiah 
Thu Isaiah 10:12-20 Evil will be destroyed 
Fri  James 2:17-26 The works of faith  
Sat Psalm 119:169-176 God’s law my delight 

 
Source:  Between Sundays:  Daily Bible 
Readings Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary;  Gail Ramshaw, 1997. 
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You are the light of the world. A city on a 
hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven. 
                                            Matthew 5: 14-16�
 

September  20 - 26 
 
Sun Jeremiah 11:18-20 The prophet is like a lamb 
 Psalm 54 God is my helper 

 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a The wisdom from above 
 Mark 9:30-37 Prediction of the passion 

Mon 2 Kings 5:1-13 The girl servant saves her master 
Tues 2 Kings 11:21-12:16 The boy king repairs the temple 
Wed John 8:21-38 Being disciples of Jesus 
Thu Jeremiah 1:4-10 God calls Jeremiah while in the 
   womb 
Fri James 4:8-5:6 Draw near to God 
Sat Psalm 139:1-18 God formed me in my mother’s  
  womb 
 
 

September  27 – October  3 
 
Sun Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16,  
                             24-29 The spirit upon seventy elders 
 Psalm 19:7-14 The law gives light 
 James 5:13-20 Prayer and anointing in the  
  community 
 Mark 9:38-50 Warnings to those who obstruct  
  faith 
Mon Exodus 18:13-27 Moses appoints judges to keep  
  peace 
Tues Deuteronomy 1:1-18 Moses charges the judges 
Wed Matthew 5:13-20 You are salt and light 
Thu Zechariah 10:1-12 God will gather the people 
Fri  Acts 4:13-31 The believers pray for boldness 
Sat Psalm 5 Lead me in righteousness 
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“MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE” 
 

 ADVENT WOMEN'S 
BIBLE STUDY 

 
 

 

 
Exciting new Bible study begins! 

To God’s Beloved: 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans 

 

Session 1: Be Mutually Encouraged 
Wednesday, September 10, 2009 

 

 
Fellowship: 10:00 AM 
Bible study: 10:30 AM 

 

 

Study text: Romans 1:1-26 
 

All women are invited!  
 Please join us, and bring a guest! 


