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By Pastor  
Anita Warner�

 

One Bread, One Body 
 
How do we move through suffering? 
 
This is a great spiritual question. It is a question 
that underlies much of the gospel of Mark, the 
primary gospel we have been hearing and which 
we will hear each Sunday through Nov. 22.  
 
There is a great deal of suffering now. Some are 
suffering severe economic stress. For some, that 
means walking away from their houses. Some 
have lost their jobs and are unable to find good 
work to which they are suited. Some marriages 
are coming apart. Some are experiencing 
turmoil within themselves. Some are 
experiencing turmoil within their friendships or 
within their families. Some are suffering 
injustice. Some feel empty or confused. Some 
have alienated others in their lives and fear they 
are alone. 
 
There is a great temptation in times of suffering 
to polarize, to choose right or left, to choose one 
perspective or another on any issue, and to place 
your energy in showing how you are right and 
those who take another view are wrong. Some 
people seek relief from their own fear and 
suffering in engaging in this kind of 
polarization.  
 
It can even happen in church communities, too, 
when some put a great deal of stress on 
promoting or defending a position in a way  that  

 
dishonors those who view something differently. 
I think that disagreement can be very healthy in 
a church community, as long as it is open. When 
disagreement becomes secretive or gossipy, it 
becomes manipulative and controlling.  
 
These times of suffering are an opportunity for 
the church to live in a new way, and to show the 
world a different way, the way of Christ. We can 
and sometimes ought to disagree with one 
another, for no one of us is Christ, we are all 
parts of his body. No one has perfect sight but 
we must together live in the presence of the one 
who makes us one and whose body we are. By 
listening carefully to one another, by agreeing 
and disagreeing openly and respectfully, by 
living gratefully for the gifts each person offers 
rather than focusing on what we see as their 
deficits, we live in a way that is different from 
the world’s way of putting down or shouting 
past the person with whom you disagree. 
 
We are empowered to live in this way because 
the answers to the question: How do you move 
through suffering? are found in the gospel of 
Mark’s insistence that Christ is present and 
powerful and will save us, even when we do not 
understand, are confused, stubborn, fearful and 
cannot see the way forward ourselves. We are 
invited to hold onto the promise, each one of us, 
and in holding together as a community, in the 
suffering, crucified and risen one.  
. 
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Marie W. Juncker,  
Spiritual Director 
 
14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a 
hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light 
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put 
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. 16 In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  
Matthew 5:14-15 TNIV 

When my sister, Sherry, heard last month that 
the prognosis of the brain cancer that had taken 
hold of her was terminal and that she did not 
have long to live, the first thing that she said to 
me after hearing this mortal news was that for 
whatever days she had remaining, she wanted to 
live in a way that the glory of God would shine 
forth through her life. 
 
Although she would be the first to say that she is 
not perfect in living her faith, my sister really 
does have deep faith and often radiates a vital 
and loving relationship with Christ through her 
life.  When she was in her late thirties she 
entered the Convent of St. Helena, a monastic 
order in the Episcopal Church.  After five years, 
she discerned she was not called to this vocation 
for life and left the order.  But her life 
committed to Christ has remained in all that she 
does.  After leaving the convent, she returned to 
her earlier vocation working with pre-school age 
children who are deaf, supporting them to live a 
more full life even with their limitations, 
helping them to communicate in their families 
and with others before they entered school.  At 
age 45, my sister found love and married for the  

 
first time.  Her marriage of 20 years is one of the 
great graces of her life.  In the stark reality of 
this life-altering disease, she said to her 
husband, we must let people know of the great 
love we have shared. 
 
My sister is blessed with an amazingly loving 
community of support from among those in her 
church as well as in the greater community of 
Couer d’Alene Idaho where she resides and 
beyond.  When I was with her in the hospital 
just after her surgery, I was in awe of all the 
people who prayed for her and came to visit, 
wish her well, bring food or offer to help in 
some way.   
 
My sister’s early symptoms included a 
weakening on her left side.  She describes her 
left leg and hand as frail and clumsy.  Almost 
over night she was unable able to get around 
without a walker and help.  Her vision is also 
impaired.  Her brain doesn’t register anything 
when looking down to the left.  She sees only a 
blank space.  As her disease progresses, the 
potential for needing a wheel chair to get around 
in the near future is high.  One friend, a 
carpenter, offered to build ramps at her home.  
Another member of her church offered to pay 
for her medical expenses that were not covered 
by insurance. This out pouring of love is a sign 
of God’s grace in our midst.  
 
My sister with humility has accepted the call to 
shine forth the glory of God through her 
weakness.  She is so very thankful to everyone 
who comes to visit or pray or serve her in any 
way.  She accepts their generosity with grace.  
Through her illness she has become an avenue 
for people to become closer to God as they 
express their love for her.  We rarely lift up the 
gifts that reveal God through weakness.  Yet, I 
have seen so clearly how my sister is making 
Jesus known and bringing people closer to God 
as she is becoming among the least among us. 
“When I was thirsty, you gave me water.”    
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I went to Sherry’s church while I was visiting.  
In his sermon, Father Basil said that everyone in 
the congregation was sharing the burden with 
Sherry.  Then he asked those present, “how 
many of you are praying more now that our dear 
sister Sherry is ill.”  When most nodded he said, 
“See how Sherry is serving to bring you closer 
to God through prayer.”   
 
When I spoke with my sister on the phone the 
other day, she said that she is grateful for the 
wake up call to appreciate each moment and pay 
even more attention to the ways that God is 
present in and among us.   Walking with my 
sister as she faces her illness with grace in the 
knowing that Christ is with her, I am blessed to 
witness the many ways that the glory of God is 
shining forth through her life.  This heightened 
awareness stays with me in my life, sensitizing 
me to the myriad of ways that God is shining 
forth through each person and parts of creation 
that I encounter.  My hope in sharing this with 
you, is that you too will be sensitized to the 
glory of God and take the time to notice that in 
and through all things Christ is in our midst. 
�
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The Weaving 101 Initiative adopted by the 
Church Council is still underway. The initial 
focus was on “welcoming” to be followed by a 
focus on “inviting.” Here’s our progress so far: 
 
Signage: Suppliers have been identified and 
orders written, but placing the orders has been 
deferred until budget restrictions are lifted. 
There is a $400 line item for signage in the 2010 
church budget. 
 
Welcoming: A Welcome Center has been 
established to the immediate right of the 
Narthex entrance, and pew cards for Guests and 
Prayer Requests have replaced the Friendship 
Cards. There is an ongoing problem with those 
scheduled as Greeters not being present 15 
minutes before service to welcome people 
coming to worship. 
 
Relationships: The Ushers, Greeters, and 
Narthex Neighbors continue to welcome 
members, guests, and newcomers. All members 
have been reminded that we share the role of 
relationship and faith accompaniment with each 
other. 
 
Worship: The worship bulletin now includes 
more information to help visitors participate 
more fully. Pastor Anita has incorporated more 
directions in her leading of worship and is 
currently teaching a Discovery Class. 

�
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The highlight of this month is the Glover 
family-Dick and Marianne and their twin sons, 
Sammy and Matt. They have been here at 
Advent for nine years. They discovered the 
church when the boys went to preschool here. 
Sammy and Matt are active here at Advent. 
They were both Counselors in Training last 
summer with CMT and went on the houseboat 
at Mt. Shasta and went to the youth gathering in 
New Orleans. Both boys also help at the 
confirmation classes. (I believe that's called 
"positive peer pressure"...=) ) 
 
Sammy is the family chef. Pasta is his specialty. 
I bet it's great, given his East Coast Italian 
background. He is also an artist. You can see is 
painting, from our voyage through the Stations 
of the Cross last year, hanging in the Berkland 
Hall-a geometric study in grays and soft whites. 
     
Matthew is very involved in SPYSC (or, as is  
known by the "insiders"   Sierra Pacific Youth 
Synod Committee) He is responsible for 
planning the retreats that are held for our youth 
at Mt. Cross. He is the charismatic young man, 
who entertains us, during  the announcements at  
 
 

 
the end of the service, with his news about the 
youth activities. 
       
Feel free to contact the (proud) mom, Marianne, 
if you want to support her in her new 
chairmanship of "Love in Action" This is the 
group that makes sure families, who have a 
parent who is in jail, have a loving Christmas. 
You select a family and supply gifts, that 
otherwise might not be there, to bring joy to 
them at Christmas. 
 
What a lovely, active and involved family! We 
are so grateful to have them here! Wonderful 
parents with wonderful sons! Such a pleasure 
and gift for our community. 
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Mark your Calendar   

                         

American Red Cross  Blood Drive  -   

Thursday, November 19th - 1:30 -6:30 

                                                  

Advent Lutheran Church  -  Berkland Hall 

Please sign up on line or call the church office if 
you can give blood.   

                                                           

Walk-ins are also welcome. 
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Monday, November 30 
6:00pm—9:00pm 

6-12 graders!  Come celebrate the season!  We’ll 
meet at church and carpool together.   

Invite your friends! 
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Members of the Advent Lutheran Youth Group are offering a donation-only fundraiser for families!  We are safe community 
certified and would love to watch your little ones as you take a few hours to yourself.  All you’ll need to bring is a sack lunch and 
your child! 
 

Please feel free to invite your neighbors and friends who also need a babysitter!  Please RSVP by calling Casey Carlson at 
(408)761-6673 or emailing her at youth@advent-lutheran.org so we can be sure to have enough babysitters available! 
Dates: 
Saturdays, Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19 
10:00am—3:00pm 
 

���������	

�����
�����������

���
 

November 13 – 15 
 
6 – 8th graders are invited to THE GAME OF LIFE:   
Life is short…Pray Hard!  LIFE! in God’s Grace is  
more than just a Game! 
 
Join our Speaker Vance Blackfox and the senior  
high youth leaders from across the Sierra Pacific  
Synod Youth Committee (SPSYC), as we explore  
ways to LIVE our Faith LIFE! more fully in God’s 
loving GRACE.   
 
Please sign up with a $50 non-refundable  
deposit as soon as possible.  The full cost is  
$110 for an amazing weekend in the Santa Cruz  
Mountains at Mt. Cross.  Friends are ALWAYS welcome!   
 
If any of you parents are available to chaperone this weekend or be a driver please contact Casey Carlson at      
(408) 761-6673 or youth @advent-lutheran.org 
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Sunday, Nov. 29 
5:30pm—7:30pm 

 
Families with children in 5th grade and 

younger are welcome to enjoy a night of 
fellowship and food as we celebrate the 
first day of Advent together!  Along with 

dinner, there will also be some fun Advent 
activities for the whole family!   
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The Mary Frances Cressman Award is in honor 
of a former member of our church who gave 
freely of her time and talents in service to the 
church and the community. It is awarded to a 
woman who follows that example. 
 
This year’s recipient brings her time and talents 
with her quiet and cheerful nature.  She is 
known to be a very careful listener and one who 
issues good and well thought out advice.  An 
example of such advice might include the 
guiding thought, ”Is it the right thing for you or 
God?” or “Is it the right thing in God’s eye?” 
Even a casual conversation with her allows one 
to experience her thoughtfulness.  
 
Her considerable talents include sewing, 
quilting, baking (the current recipes for baking 
include all kinds of breads) canning and 
preserving, gardening. She shares her secrets for 
success in her endeavors teaching and 
encouraging children and adults alike to take on 
baking, quilting and growing things.  She has a 
special talent for working with young children. 
 
She was born and lived most of her young life in 
a small town in Michigan. She is the youngest of 
a large family.  After high school she attended 
college  to  get her  Associate  of  Arts Degree in  
 

 
Nursing. With degree in hand, this spunky 
young lady got in her car and drove to Dallas, 
Texas to test her independent wings and take on 
the world.   There she met, fell in love and 
married the man of her dreams. While they lived 
in Texas they were blessed with two very 
talented children.  
 
Being a parent is a special job for her, training 
them up to be good Christians and give of their 
time and talents also.  She used her talents to 
guide her daughter through Girl Scouts to the 
highest honor, which requires a service project 
to complete. She was there guiding during all 
the hard work and then provided a wonderful 
celebration for her daughter’s accomplishment.   
 
In November 1999, the family came to Morgan 
Hill and joined Advent Lutheran Church.  Since 
that time the Advent community has been the 
recipient of her many talents.  In fact, her whole 
family has enriched our lives with their 
considerable talents.  It must be the good genes.  
She has worked to bring Christian Education to 
Advent’s children working with the 
confirmation groups and being a co-
superintendent of Sunday School.  The most 
recent of her service to the Advent Community 
is the gathering together of other talented people 
into the industrious group who make and 
distribute blankets, quilts, health and education 
kits and call themselves, Sew Seeds. 
 
We are so thankful for that Michigan family that 
nurtured, trained and loved that daughter who 
graces our community with her strengths and 
humility.  We are so thankful that we can show 
our appreciation to this gracious woman for her 
faithful service here at Advent and the Morgan 
Hill Community.  Congratulations to Marge J., 
this year’s recipient of the Mary Frances 
Cressman Award. 
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You are the church! The annual meeting is a 
time for the whole congregation to make 
important decisions in our life together and 
share together about our congregation’s life and 
mission. Come be a part of our congregation’s 
annual meeting on Sunday, Nov. 22, at 9:30 
AM.  

 

The agenda includes 

1. Elections of First Vice President, Second 
Vice President, Financial Secretary, 
Secretary, Communications chair, 
Community Connections chair, Operations 
chair, Stewardship chair and Worship and 
Music chair 

2. A first look at the proposed congregational 
budget for 2010 

 

Everyone who is a part of this faith community 
is encouraged to be a part of this annual 
meeting.  All confirmed members of the 
congregation are voting members for this 
meeting. 
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For all Altar Guild members and anyone 
interested in joining in the fellowship. 
 
Includes a potluck 
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Come to worship and give thanks to God on 
Thanksgiving Eve, Wed., November 25, at 7:00 
PM.  This uplifting, informal worship service 
will include some new songs and traditional 
Thanksgiving hymns, a brief sermon, and 
prayers of thanksgiving from the congregation.  
Following worship, join in the pumpkin pie 
fellowship: you may bring a pumpkin pie or 
topping to share. 
 
The offering of money received during worship 
will be sent to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.  
The ELCA World Hunger Appeal works with 
partner church in the US and around the world 
for hunger relief through food distribution and 
long-term development.  Worshippers are also 
invited to bring sacks of non-perishable 
groceries with them when they come to worship 
and place them on the chancel before the 
beginning of the service.  These will go to local 
hunger relief efforts through Reach Out. 
 

�

�

�����
����������
�������� �
 

 
 
Join in the lovely Advent tradition on Sunday, 
December 6, in the afternoon, along with the De 
Anza Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Loren 
Tayerle. Invite a friend and save the date! 
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The men of 
Advent continue 
to meet regularly 
every Saturday for 
a light breakfast, 
prayer and study.  
Breakfast is 
served at 7:30 and 

study begins at 8:00 and ends promptly at 9:00 
a.m.  We are currently continuing to listen to the 
wisdom of Fr. Richard Rohr, a Franciscan, 
contemplative teacher.  The present offering is a 
4 disc set of CD’s based on his book 
“Everything Belongs.” 
 
As we listen and watch, we stop and discuss 
whenever the Spirit moves us. To understand 
the spiritual wisdom distilled from the ages 
takes time, patience and a deep sense of the 
Spirit, that river of deep knowing that runs 
through all of our beings. 
 
All are welcome, no reservations required.  Just 
show and share in the fellowship and wisdom 
teaching and learning that we all hunger for. 
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Funeral: James Neet 
October 17, 2009 
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Saturday, November 7, 2009 
~ featuring ~ 

Agatha Christie's  
“The Mousetrap”  
A Murder Mystery 

 
Starring Advent's Own: Allen S., Katrina S., 
Ryan C., and Mark G.. 
 
Doors: 6:45 pm  Show: 7:30 pm 
 
Tickets: Suggested Donation $20.00  
(a percentage of the ticket sales will be donated 
to the church) 
 

�
�

For details: www.gaslighter.com 
 
7430 Monterey St., Downtown Gilroy 

 

THE ADVENT NIGHT AT THE 
GASLIGHTER THEATER IN APRIL 

DONATED $888.00 TO THE CHURCH'S 
BUILDING FUND. 

�
 
 
 
 



   10                                                  Advent Adventures  
�

��������
������

" �� �#�
������������������
���



�����������
�������� ��
 

 
It's time for LOVE IN 
ACTION, our 4th 
Quarter Mission 
 

Friends Outside is 
providing us with names 
of about 36 families in 
the south county area 

who need our help this year.  At least one person 
in each family is in prison, leaving that family 
with limited financial resources.  The boxes we 
provide include food and gift items for the 
holidays.  Please help. 

Look for the poster board with the families that 
need adopting.  The display is in the narthex, 
along with all the information about each 
family, and the needed food and gift items to be 
included in your boxes.  There are also  
procedures on how to shop and box up your 
items properly.  

If you don't feel you can adopt an entire family 
yourself, ask others to share a family with you.  
You can also ask neighbors and friends to share 
a family.   Another way to help, is to give 
money in order to buy each family a meat 
certificate. 

Names of new families will be provided 
throughout the month of November into 
December.  The deadline for completing and 
delivering the boxes to the church will be 
Sunday, December 13th.   

If you have any questions, please contact 
Marianne G.  or Marilyn L.. 
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This month, bring your favorite non-perishable 
holiday food to share with those in need: flour or 
sugar for baked goods, pie filling, cranberry sauce, 
canned gravy, stuffing mix, instant or canned 
potatoes, or the makings of tostadas, for just a few 
ideas. However, you can donate other 
nonperishable foods  as well. When you shop, 
pick up two of something, and put one in a bag for 
church. Then leave it by the door or stick it in 
your car so when you are running late for church, 
you haven't forgotten your food bag.  
 

Many people in south county need our help.  This 
a simple way we can make a difference.  
 

If you are interested in helping others find food: 
  -  Make sure they have a picture I.D. 
  -  Call the Food Information Hotline at  
1-800-984-3663.   
 

Give the zip-codes of where the person lives and 
nearby zip-codes. 
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Advent Lutheran Church 
16870 Murphy Ave. 

Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
Mailed in Morgan Hill 
No Subscription Fee 
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November  1 - 7 
 
Sun Isaiah 25:6-9 A feast of rich foods 
 Psalm 24 They shall receive a blessing from 
   God 
 Revelation 21:1-6a  A new heaven and a new earth 
 John 11:32-44 The raising of Lazarus 
Mon Deuteronomy 6:10-25 Keeping the commandments  
  peace 
Tues Deut 28:58-29:1 Warnings against disobedience 
Wed John 13:31-35 Commandment to love one  
  another 
Thu Micah 6:1-8 Command to do justice 
Fri  Hebrews 9:1-12 Temple sacrifices and Christ 
Sat Psalm 51 A contrite heart 
 
 
November  8 – 14 
 
Sun I Kings 17:8-16 God feeds Elijah and the widow 
 Psalm 146 The LORD lifts those bowed down 
 Hebrews 9:24-28 The sacrifice of Christ 
 Mark 12:38-44 A widow’s generosity 
Mon Ruth 1:1-22 The widow’s poverty 
Tues Ruth 4:7-22 The widow’s life restored 
Wed Mark 11:12-14, 20-24 Condemnation and blessing 
Thu Deuteronomy 24:17-22 Laws concerning the poor 
Fri  Hebrews 9:15-24 The blood of the old covenant 
Sat Psalm 94 God will vindicate the righteous 
 
November  15 - 21 
 
Sun Daniel 12:1-3 God will deliver the people 
 Psalm 16 My heart is glad 
 Heb. 10:11-14, 
  (15-18), 19-25 The way to God through Christ 
 Mark 13:1-8 The end and the coming of the  
  Son 
Mon Daniel 4:4-18 Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
Tues Daniel 4:19-27, 34-37 Nebuchadnezzar cut down 
Wed Mark 13:9-23 The coming sufferings 
Thu Zechariah 12:1 – 13:1 The future of Jerusalem 
Fri  Hebrews 10:26-39 Call for endurance 
Sat Psalm 13 Prayer for salvation 

 

Source:  Between Sundays:  Daily Bible 
Readings Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary;  Gail Ramshaw, 1997. 

���
��

�����������
����

�����
����
�
������������$�

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach 
me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and 
teach me, for you are the God of my 
salvation; for you I wait all day long. 
 

                                           Psalm 25: 4-5�
 

 

November  22 – 28 
 
Sun Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 The coming one rules over all 
 Psalm 93 Your throne has been established 
 Revelation 1:4b-8 Christ, the ruler of the earth 
 John 18:33-37 The kingdom of Christ 
Mon Daniel 7:1-8, 15-18 Daniel’s vision of four beasts 
Tues Daniel 7:19-27 The holy ones receive the  
  kingdom 
Wed John 16:25-33 Jesus speaking in figures 
Thu Joel 2:21-27 The promise to restore Jerusalem 
 

Thanksgiving Day  
 

 Psalm 126 Sowing in tears, reaping with joy 
 I Timothy 2:1-7 Make thanksgivings 
 Matthew 6:25-33 God will care for all our needs 
Fri  Hebrews 10:26-39 Call for endurance 
Sat Psalm 13 Prayer for salvation 

 
November  29 – December  5 
 
Sun Jeremiah 33:14-16 A righteous branch springs from 
  David 
 Psalm 25:1-10 To you, I lift up my soul 
 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Strengthen hearts of holiness 
 Luke 21:25-36 Watch for the coming of the Son 
   of Man 
Mon Numbers 17:1-11 The budding of Aaron’s rod 
Tues 2 Samuel 7:18-29 The flowering of David’s line 
Wed Luke 11:29-32 The coming of the Son of Man 
Thu Isaiah 1:24-31 Warning not to wither 
Fri  2 Peter 3:1-18 Growing in grace 
Sat Psalm 90 Prayer for life from God 
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“MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE” 
 

 ADVENT WOMEN'S 
BIBLE STUDY 

 
 

 

 
To God’s Beloved: 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans 
from Lutheran Women Today 

 
“Hope Does Not Disappoint” 

 

 
Wednesday, November 11, 2009 

 
Fellowship: 10:00 AM 
Bible study: 10:30 AM 

 

 

Theme verse: Romans 6:11 
 

All women are invited!  
 Please join us, and bring a guest! 

 


