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By Pastor
Anita Warner

A Season of Hope

In the tender compassion of our God,

the dawn from on high will break upon us,

to give light to those who sit in darkness

and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Luke 1:78-79

These words welcome us into Advent, that

season for which our congregation is named, a

time of announcing the coming of the Lord into
the world and into our lives.

These words were spoken by Zechariah, the
father of John the Baptist as a prophecy, a truth
spoken into time. These words invite me into
hope.

Hope is particularly Christian virtue. Hope sets
one’s heart on a promise of what can be and
what will be even while it is not yet fully

realized. Hope draws us forward into the life
God is calling us to even when we could just as
easily slip into despair or violence or apathy.

Hope alerts us that God is present and active in
the world and teaches us that no darkness can

forever withstand the light of God’s love shown
into the world in Jesus.

Christ’'s light penetrates the darkness. It is the
work and life of each of us in Christ's body, the
church, to give witness to that light. The
darkness in our lives and in the world can only
be transformed through the light of Christ's
love. As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote,

Advent Adventures

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness;
only light can do that.

Hate cannot drive out hate;

only love can do that.

Hate multiplies hate,

violence multiplies violence,

and toughness multiplies toughness
in a descending spiral of destruction...
The chain reaction of evil —

hate begetting hate,

wars producing more wars —

must be broken,

or we shall be plunged

into the dark abyss of annihilation.”

The dawn from on high will break upon us.
Hope in Christ who has come into the world,
comes anew into our lives,

and will come again,

calls us to mature in our service.

One aspect of that maturing is in the way w¢
speak to and about one another. The season
Advent reminds us of the presence of Christ an
asks us to speak always as before the face
God, to exercise such care and kindness in 0
words that we recognize that we are always i
the presence of God when we speak. Sometim
this means that we are silent and listen befoi

speaking, and when we do speak, we speak with

humility. | believe that such speaking allows thq
light of Christ to shine into every darkness
every difficulty, every struggle, every place of
pain, and bring us hope.

Zechariah’'s words followed a long silence
imposed on him during the months before Joh
was born. When he did speak, he was filled wit
the Holy Spirit, and told those around him,
people through the ages, and us todaythe

tender compassion of our God, the dawn fron
on high will break upon us.

| wish for you an Advent of hope and a
Christmas of receiving the joy of Christ among
us.
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Marie W. Juncker,
Spiritual Director

A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of therb,
make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of thedrD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of thedrD has spoken/fsaiah
40:3-5

In the season of Advent, we look to the future
with hopeful expectation. Whatever is going on
in our lives, we stop and listen for the voice in
the wilderness calling us to prepare the way of
the Lord. As we await the promise of new life

that is given in Jesus Christ, we anticipate
encountering more fully the reality of God in

and among us. In difficult times, we are

especially comforted to hear the words in Isaiah
saying that the rough places will be smoothed
and the uneven ones leveled.

Like most people, | have had challenging times
in my life with some more distressing than
others. A little over 10 years ago, was a very
difficult time for me. Every part of my life
seemed in shambles and | was relating too
closely with Job. At that time, | was sustained
in sometimes surprising ways by the felt
experience of God with me. | recall one day in
particular when | was deep in despair. Out of
the depths surfaced these words from scripture -
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” Jesus’ exclamation from the cross came
to me as a gift and reminded me that | was not
alone in my suffering.

As | enter the Advent season this year, | find m
life in another Job-like tsunami. At times | get
caught up in this maelstrom. | am overwhelme
by a surge of turbulence and lose my focus o
God and what is truly important in life. Yet,

amazingly just the right verse from scripture of

other sacramental opening to God soothes n
very soul and brings me back to what heal
heart and meaning. “There is need of only on
thing, Mary has chosen the better part, whic
will not be taken from her.” Luke 10:42

Thankfully by these small graces, in almost

surreal ways, my gaze returns to the eterng
reality of Christ. The eyes of my soul fixed
upon this, the better part, | am graced tq
experience eternal peace, even amid tH
whirling chaos and violence around that falls sq
short of the reality of God.

These liminal moments are alive with the gracs
truth and hope of Christ that cannot be take
away by the vagaries of the world or the
shortcomings of humankind. In them, we fee
the loving embrace of God and see the truth th
all is and shall be well no matter how things o
the world would lead us to believe otherwise.

“For God alone, my soul in silence waits.”
During Advent we listen and await the ever
present and yet approaching grace heralded
the wilderness so many years ago.
fixed on Jesus, we rest in hope and reassuran
looking toward the full glory of God as we place
our trust in the better part that cannot be take
away.

Our gaz

.

y

= (D

=

=4

in
e
ce,




Advent Adventures

by Valerie S.

This month, the featured family is the Flemings.
That would be Bruce and Carrie and their
daughters, Morgan, who is eight years old, and
Regan, who is five . Bruce was unavailable for

comment because, Intel, his employer had sent

him to Finland on business.

Carrie is fortunate to be a "stay at home mom,"
and she's active at Nordstrom, where Morgan is a
third grader and Regan is a kindergartener.

The family, originally lived in Phoenix and later
in Portland, moved to California in March. Mom
and Dad were both from small towns in
Minnesota and South Dakota and were looking for
a small town . Advent was one of the reasons they
chose Morgan Hill.

If Regan had her way, the family would go to both
services but you can find them at the late service,
where you will sometimes hear Carrie when she

serves as lector. She is a greeter for the Sunday nearby zip-codes.

School, which both girls attend and a leader for
Girl Scouts.

| asked Carrie what Adevent could do for ouf
young families and she would love to see morg
activities for young families. (Everybody put on
your thinking caps-new ideas are alwayq
welcome!)

Both girls were in the CMT production "Esther"
last summer and are looking forward to thg
Christmas pagent this year. Morgan wants to be|a
shepherd and have some lines. Regan has joined
the Cherub Choir with Marc Northcott and Mom
said Regan asks on Saturday morning, "When can
| go to church?" Regan tells her mom that when
Pastor Warner gives her a blessing, "It makes my
head tingle!" as if she were touched by God.

If you see a five year old, sitting in the Peacq
Garden, go say hello to Regan Fleming.

14

Food for the month of December is Hot or Cold
Cereal. However, you can donate other
nonperishable foods as well. When you shog
pick up two of something, and put one in a bag fo
church. Then leave it by the door or stick it in
your car so when you are running late for church,
you haven't forgotten your food bag.

=

Many people in south county need our help. This
a simple way we can make a difference.

If you are interested in helping others find food:
- Make sure they have a picture I.D.
- Call the Food Information Hotline at
1-800-984-3663.

Give the zip-codes of where the person lives and
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Members of the Advent Lutheran Youth Group areririfip a donation-only fundraiser for families! Weeasafe
community certified and would love to watch youtld ones as you take a few hours to yourself. yall’ll need to
bring is a sack lunch and your child!

Please feel free to invite your neighbors and ti,ewho also need a babysitter! Please RSVP bingallasey
Carlson at (408)761-6673 or emailing her at youtd@at-lutheran.org so we can be sure to have eng
babysitters available!

Dates:
Saturdays, Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19 @ 10:00am—3:60p
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The public is invited to our annual Sing-A-Long
“Messiah” by G. F. Handel on Saturday,
December 5. We will sing the first part, the
Advent and Christmas parts, and the Halleluja
Chorus. The De Anza Community Chamber
Orchestra, under the direction of Laurer
Tayerle, will perform. If you would like to sing
one of the solos, contact Ruth W.. The orchestra
will rehearse with the soloists 5:30 — 6:30 PM
All are invited to sing the choruses. The conceit
begins at 7:00 PM. Anyone who would like is
invited to bring goodies to share at the receptio

Advent members acted as hosts for the following the concert.
Ingathering.

=)

The successful Lutheran World Relief Ingathering
for 2009 held at Advent on October 23 and 24
was the result of the generosity of 38 church
congregations. It is amazing that churches from as
far away as Santa Maria (south), Reno (east), and
Arcata (northwest) participated.

>

Advent Sew Seeds contributed 90 of the total 672
quilts gathered. Also, through their support of $ & .(
donations of material and time, the Advent

community contributed 56 School Kits, 38 Health
Kits, and 20 Sewing Kits this year. After stopping
at Redding to pick up more contributions, Mike
Orth drove his truck to Portland, OR for shipment
to the LWR warehouse. The donations of over
$500 to LWR's Project Comfort by Advent will
help to pay for the shipping and distribution o th
quilts and kits all over the world.

During December, Advent Sew Seeds participants
will be sewing baby quilts and lap blankets and,
for Friends Outside families, full quilts.

During both worship services on December 13
If any one has knited or crocheted the Advent Chancel Choir will present a cantat

blankets/afghans, Sew Seeds will use those, too. ©Of music and readings. Worship will also

Production of full size quilts for LWR will  include the Advent liturgy and Holy
continue as well. Communion. Invite others to join you in

worship this day!

o

Anyone wanting information on Advent’'s Sewing
Seeds ministry may call Jeanett S..
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At 7:00 PM, we will join in a worship service
including traditional carols, candlelight and
communion. There will be special music and a
children’s message with puppets at this worship
service, and nursery care for infants and young
children.

The 11:00 PM worship service will also include
traditional carols, candlelight and communion.
The Chancel Choir will provide special music
for this worship service.

Christmas Eve worship is sometimes a person’s

first time coming to Advent. Members of
Advent, park in the back parking lot if you are
able and please warmly welcome all who come
to worship with us.

In celebration of the gift of Christ and the new
full communion relationship between the
Evangelical Church in America and the United
Methodist Church, Advent Lutheran and the
United Methodist Church of Morgan Hill are
planning a family-friendly joint Epiphany
celebration. Save the day now for your family —
Wednesday, January 6, at 7:00 in the evening.

Epiphany always falls on January 6, the day
after the twelve days of Christmas. In some
cultures it as known as the Three Kings Day.
Interim Pastor Jeff Kunkel, who has published
four children’s books and two books of short
stories for teens and adults, will bring his
storytelling into our celebration, which will
include a potluck supper, a brief communion
service and time for conversation. If you would
like to help with any aspect of this celebration,
please contact Pastor Warner.

It's time for LOVE IN

ACTION, our 4th
Quarter Mission
Friends  Outside is

providing us with names
of about 36 families in
the south county area
who need our help this year. At least one persg
in each family is in prison, leaving that family

with limited financial resources. The boxes we

provide include food and gift items for the
holidays. Please help.

Look for the poster board with the families that
need adopting. The display is in the narthex
along with all the information about each
family, and the needed food and gift items to b
included in your boxes. There are alsg
procedures on how to shop and box up yoy
items properly.

If you don't feel you can adopt an entire family
yourself, ask others to share a family with you.
You can also ask neighbors and friends to sha
a family. Another way to help, is to give
money in order to buyeach family a mea
certificate.

Names of new families will be provided
throughout the month of November into
December. The deadline for completing and
delivering the boxes to the church will be
Sunday, December 13th.

If you have any questions, please contag
Marianne G. or Marilyn L.
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“Charity. We must not
only give what we have,
we must also give what
we are.”

Desire-Joseph Mercier

And the members of Advent gave of themselves
by attending Cottage Meetings during October
and November and pledging our support of
Advent on Commitment Sunday. 80 members
attended 8 Cottage Meetings where we were
reintroduced to the Mission Statement, the
Vision Statement and the ministries of Advent

Lutheran. Each member was asked to complete

a 20 question survey and answer two important
guestions. What in your mind is the single most
important thing Advent is and does? What can |
personally do to further the vision of Advent?
Overwhelmingly, the answer to the first
guestion was that we are doing quite well as a
congregation in embracing our Vision
Statement, “A welcoming faith community that
supports individuals and families in knowing
and living the grace, truth and hope of Christ in
the world.” Members feel at home at Advent.
Many feel that not only is it a place of worship
but also a Christ-centered place of outreach,
fellowship and teaching and preaching the word
of God.

In addition to the scripted portion of the

meeting, time was made available for members
to offer input to the Stewardship Committee and
Council as to how we might improve what we

do at Advent. The comments, the survey results
and the answers to the two questions will be
addressed at the Council Retreat in January.
Thank you to all who participated.

Brad B., Stewardship Chair

Patience — Never think that God’s delays are
God’s denials. Hold on. Hold fast. Hold out.
Patience is genius.

Compte George Louis DeClerque DuBuffon

A new gathering for young adults will begin in
January. All young adults in their 20’'s are
invited into a venue for talking about faith
without being told what they have to believe
Let’s get the conversation started!

We're shaping the time, day and frequency of
the gatherings now. We will use conversationt

starter video segments and share conversati
together, and maybe refreshments, too. The fir
segmentPream, looks at

Faith as Journey
Stories of Creation
Reconciliation
Jesus

Risk

abhowbhpE

If you are a young adult who is interested, o
know one who is or may be interested, pleas
contact Pastor Warner and Casey Carlson [
email, phone and/or Facebook.

Young adults are already a part of a ref
visioning of Christianity that is translating whit

means to follow Jesus in today's world — so togethe

let's Dream, Think, Be, and Do with all our heart,
soul, strength, and mind!

DN
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The Liturgical Arts
committee needs
Christmas trees to

decorate the church!!

These trees can be any size, but they must be
green. White flocked trees are also acceptable,
and they can be lit or plain. We can return these
trees after they are used for our Christmas
season. Please bring them to Sherry in the
office. If you want them back, make sure your
name is on the tree or box. If you have any
guestions, call Sherry in the office at 408-779-
3551.

Thank you!!!

Yes, it's that time again.
Please consider donating a

poinsettia  to grace  our
Sanctuary for Christmas.
They will be $10 per

poinsettia. This year we will
have small envelopes for you to put your
donation in and to state how you would like the
donation to read in our Christmas Eve bulletin.
Look for the coin envelopes with the poinsettia
on it in the narthex.

Please do so by December 13th so that your
donation can be included in the Christmas Eve
bulletin.

Thank you from your Liturgical Arts Committee
(AKA Ladderman and the LALA Girls).

Advent Adventures

[®XN

Please bring your aluminum cans, plastic, an
glass bottles to Advent for recycling!

There are three black, plastic bins in the gated
area outside, next to the preschool and kitchen.
Please drop them off in those bins or beside
them if the bins happen to be full.

Youth and parents will pick these recyclablg
items up on the ®1 Monday of the month, as
well as the % and 4" Saturdays of the month to
bring them in for cash.

All money raised will go towards Advent Youth
Group’s general fund or will be used for
scholarships.

If you are interested in helping out with this
project, please speak with Matt Glover or Casey
Carlson.

Thank you for your support!

Advent Lutheran Church
16870 Murphy Ave.
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Mailed in Morgan Hill
No Subscription Fee
Monthly Publication
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by Craig J.

My earliest memories begin a little over 60 years
ago, but most of them are pretty fuzzy. 1 do
remember being in the University of lowa hospital
with polio over my 4 birthday; however, my
parents could only visit me beyond a glass
partition that separated us children from the rest
of the hospital. Why I survived and others did not
— | don't know. | have a memory of a beloved
stuffed black cat that the pastor's wife made for
me but | was unable to remove it from the ward
when | was released.

| spent quite a lot of time at home during the next
few months slowly recovering from the illness,

but | remember one of the big thrills was Saturday
afternoon when my father came home from work
after cashing his paycheck with handfuls of

money. To a 4 year old, $70.00 in 1s and 5s was a

fortune.

We would all sit down at the kitchen table and my
mother would get a metal box out of the cabinet
that had dividers for different accounts.
Budgeting was very important — | guess it still is.
Anyway, the divider in front was marked 'Church’
and they would put $7.00 in it. There was also
electricity, $2.00; groceries which included

lunches, $20.00; rent/mortgage, $12.00; and other

things like clothing, haircut for my dad, and so
forth. If there was anything left over, it wenton

savings. Rarely was anything like entertainment
ever considered. This was my first introduction to

stewardship and it has made an impression on me

to this date.

On Sunday morning we would get up, have
breakfast, get the metal box out of the cabinat, an
take the $7.00 for church out of the box and put it
into our offering envelope. We would get dressed
and walk; yes, walk to church. It was only about a
half mile but it seemed longer in January and
February when it was below zero in lowa and
there were unplowed streets to walk to church

Advent Adventures

Little did | realize that stewardship by my parentg
did not stop there. My mother taught Sunday
School to the littlest children in the church. She
got so much enjoyment from little children that
she did that all her life. My father taught Sunday
School as well, but he enjoyed the challenge
from the high school students. Outside of ou
family, the church was our social life; church

council, couples club, mens club, choir, and more.

I now realize stewardship is a life style as taugh
by my parents example. Yes, it is pledging, it i
giving money; but, more important, it is a year
round life of faith and service.
I would like to make
observations.

two more quick

In 1953, after my mother got a job as bookkeepsg
at the salary of $35.00 a week; we bought our firg
car. That summer we went on the first vacation
remember to visit my grandparents and family thg
lived in eastern lllinois. We got up at 3:30 in the
morning, cleaned up, packed up, and hit the roa
We stopped in Peoria, Illinois for breakfast. Ther
my father drove off the highway, down a sidg
street, and came to a Lutheran Church where W
arrived in time for 8AM service. Vacation did not
mean vacation from church... Over the next 1
years, | attended a number of churches once.

My father died in 1972 from pancreatic cance
while 1 was serving on a ship in the Gulf of
Tonkin off the coast of North Vietnam. | arrived
home 8 days after the funeral. He never knew h
grandchildren. My mother died in 1990 while |
was on my way to Germany also in service of mj
country. | didn't get any opportunity for closure
with either of them, to thank them for what they
did for me. Outside of a few nick nacks and my
fathers flag, | don't have much to remember fron
them except for what they taught me ... but, | stil
have that little metal box ...

[72)
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All are invited to our Annual Food and

Fellowship Winter Party.

We hope that you can join us for some good eats

and white elephant gift exchange fun:

Date: Sunday - January 24, 2010
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Place: Siam Thai Restaurant
17120 Monterey St.
Morgan Hill
Price: $12 per person tax, tip n' dessert
Included, (drinks not included)
Menu: Basil Chicken with Eggplant
Yellow Curry Chicken
Long Song Beef (Thai Spices)
Thai Cashew Chicken
Rice
Dessert: Fried Banana n' Ice Cream

This restaurant is small and will seat only 40

diners........ SO please get your reservations in to

me early with your checks made out to me,
Nancy Lee to ensure a seat for our event.

The highlight of our party
is our "white elephant”
gift exchange......so don't
forget to bring a gift to
exchange with  your
fellow "foodie".

Please be sure to wrap
your gift!

Our F&F Group will not be sponsoring an all
congregation Christmas card this year......if you
have a comment or an opinion regarding this
decision......let me hear from you.

Advent Adventures

Just a reminder to my fellow "diners n'
foodies"........ try hard to honor your commitment
to YOUR fellow "diners n' foodies" by taking
your turn at hosting the dinner....... if you arg

unable to take your turn, be courteous and l¢

your group know in plenty of time and get &
substitute so that the group will not be
disrupted.

Peace, Blessings and Bon Appetite'
Nancy Lee
Coordinator

Advent Lutheran

Church is hosting a bin
to recycle used clothes
and shoes. It is placed
next to the area where
the garbage  and
recycling cans are now housed. This ney
program will help in many ways. The clothes
and shoes will be sent to areas across th
country and world to provide for those in neeg
while supporting our environment. The
company will be paying our church .05 cents ¢
pound so this will help in our fundraising
efforts.
program, please call Sherry at the office — 408
779-3551. Thank you.

If you have any questions about this

e
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Advent Adventures

Advent's Teen Choir

Presenting the Gospel Message

A sermon that hit's home

Leading us in Prayer

Delivering a motivational children’s sermon

A special dance highlights the service
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Advent Adventures

/001

December 1-12

Tues 2 Samuel 7:18-29
Wed Luke 11:29-32
Thu Isaiah 1:24-31
Fri 2 Peter 3:1-18
Sat Psalm 90
Sun Malachi 3:1
Luke 1:68-79 ( 1:78)
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Mon Isaiah 40:1-11
Tues Isaiah 19:18-25
Wed Luke 7:18-30
Thu Numbers 3:5-13
Fri 2 Peter 1:2-15
Sat Psalm 126

December 13 -19

Sun Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

Mon Numbers 16:1-19

Tues Numbers 16:20--35

Wed Luke 7:31-35

Thu Micah 4:8-13

Fri Acts 28:23-31

Sat Psalm 85

December 20 - 26

Sun Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1: 46b-55
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)
Mon Genesis 25:19-28
Tues Genesis 30:1-24

Wed Luke 1:5-25

The flowering of David’s line
The coming of the Son of Man
Warning not to wither
Growing in grace

Prayer for life from God

The messenger refines and
purifies

God’s tender compassion

A harvest of righteousness
Prepare the way of the Lord
The earth prepares for God
All nations shall praise God
John the Baptist questions Jesl
The duties of the Levites
Living God’s call

Prayer for restoration

Rejoice in God

In your midst is the Holy One of|
Israel

Rejoice, the Lord is near

One more powerful is coming
Korah’s company rebels

God destroys Korah’s company
The Messiah and John the
Baptist

God will thresh out the poor
Paul preaches in Rome

Prayer for mercy

From Bethlehem comes a ruler
God lifts up the lowly

I have come to do your will
Blessed are you among women
Rebekah bears Jacob and Esa
Leah and Rachel bear their son
Elizabeth will bear a child

[

December 20 — 26 (con.)

Thu
Fri

Isaiah 42:14-21
Isaiah 52:7-20

God is like a woman in labor
Heralds announce God'’s
salvation
Christmas Day
Psalm 98 (Ps. 98:3) The victory of our God
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) God has spoken by a son
John 1:1-14 The Word became flesh

Sat Luke 2:1-20 Luke’s story of Jesus’ birth

December 27 — January 2

Sun 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 Samuel grew in favor with all
Psalm 148 (Ps. 148:1350d’s splendor over the earth
Colossians 3:12-17 Clothe yourselves in love
Luke 2:41-52 Jesus increased in favor with all
Luke 2:41-52 Jesus increased in favor with all

Mon 1 Chronicles 28:1-10 Solomon will build the temple

Tues 2 Chronicles 7:1-11  Solomon dedicates the temple

Wed Luke 8:16-21 Jesus’ family

Thu Ezekiel 43:1-12 God’s glory in the temple

Fri Hebrews 9:1-14 The temple of Christ, the high

priest

Sat Psalm 11 God is in the temple

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say
Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known t
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your
request be made known to God. And th
peace of God, which surpasses 4l
understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

T~

Pppians 4:4-7

Source: Between Sundays: Daily Bible
Readings Based on the Revised Common
Lectionary, Gail Ramshaw, 19¢

o
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Advent Adventures

“‘“MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE”

ADVENT WOMEN'S
BIBLE STUDY

To God'’s Beloved:
Paul’s Letter to the Romans
from Lutheran Women Today

“Moved to a New Address”
Theme verse: Romans 6:13b

Wednesday, December 9, 2009

Fellowship: 10:00 AM
Bible study: 10:30 AM

All women are invited!
Please join us, and bring a guest!
Potluck luncheon follows the study




