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Marie W. Juncker,
Spiritual Director

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ ...
‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearirig.
Luke 4:16-19; 22

Whenever | hear this passage from Luke, my
soul is touched by the compassionate heart of
Jesus. | had already chosen this reading from
Scripture for my article when my dear brother

who has a mental disability informed me that he
was told that they no longer wanted him to

volunteer for an adult day care center. Richard
had been volunteering at the hospital’s center
for about 2 months, mostly clearing dishes and
carrying trays. He had chosen this volunteer job
in particular because he really enjoys talking

with the elderly and he enjoyed and felt good

about contributing to their well-being.

| have seen my brother interact with other
seniors who live in the retirement complex
where my mother resides. They smile and are
genuinely happy for the connection he makes
with them. He has a naiveté about him that is
disarming and invites conversation. Yet, my
brother is different because of his disability.
And the coordinator for the volunteers at the
center pointed this out clearly when she said that
he just didn't fit in. “He could probably
volunteer somewhere else in the hospital,” she

Advent Adventures

said three days before Christmas as his sister
lie dying. My heart wept one more time for my
brother. He has experienced so much rejectign
and heartache in his life for his difference
Forgive us for we know not what we do.

In face of my brother’s setback, | was heartened
to be reading the healing, liberating and life;
giving message of God’s grace revealed in Luke.
My yearning grew to be a participant with Jesu
in fulfilling this Scripture. | prayed once more
to be a grace in the lives of others who like m)
brother are misunderstood, rejected and set apart
from the mainstream of our society and culturg
because they diverge from the norms of thi
world.
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Scripture shows us time and again that Jesus
reached out in particular to the people brokep
from the mainstream who live marginal lives.
He embraced the disenfranchised of his day [
the sick, oppressed, captive and poor. He
extended a heart-felt welcome to these and
others who for a variety of cultural reasons werg
not allowed to enter the temple or eat or
commune with others. With Jesus, for the first
time, the miss-fits - fit in and they were able td
meet God where and as they were.

With a simple embrace,
Jesus set the poor and
weak and untouchable
free. Those previously
condemned to exist on
the edges were suddenly
welcomed into a new

community of God.

With small gestures of
love and acceptance
may we all become

instruments of God’'s

transforming grace for others in the unique ways
that we are gifted and called!
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Youth Led Worship
Sunday, Jan. 31
8:00am and 10:45am
Music Rehearsal
Thursday, Jan. 28, 6:30-7:30pm
! "#
$ % & General Rehearsal
Saturday, Jan. 30, 10:00-10:45am
' (

worship experience. Please be sure to let Cadey

All youth and families are invited to be part ofro
Carlson know how you would like to be involve{
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In celebration of the gift of Christ and the new fu
communion relationship between the Evangelical
Church in America and the United Methodist
Church, Advent Lutheran and the United
Methodist Church of Morgan Hill are planning a
family-friendly joint Epiphany celebration on
Wednesday, January 6, at 7:00 PM.

Epiphany always falls on January 6, the day after
the twelve days of Christmas. In some cultures it
as known as the Three Kings Day. We will share a
potluck meal and fellowship — simply bring any

food you would like to share. We will also include

a time for conversation, an Epiphany tradition or
two and story, and a simple celebration of
communion. Come be a part of sharing the gift of
Christ with one another and our neighboring

congregation.

© o HS

On January 10 and 17 there will be

Congregational Conversations on the
congregation’s budget at 9:30 AM in the Berkland
Fellowship Hall. This is an opportunity to review

the proposed budget for our congregational
meeting. Two different budget snapshots, showing
a range of options, were presented at our
congregational meeting in November.

2009 Annual Reports for our congregation will be
available beginning on Sunday, January 17.
Reading the annual report is good preparation to
participating in the congregational meeting on
January 24. The annual reports contain good
summary reports of our mission and ministry in
2009, information shared by our staff and lay
leaders, and financial information.

Advent Adventures
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All confirmed members of Advent are encouraged
to come and participate in this meeting. Busineg
items will include approval of the 2010 budget,
elections of a First Vice President and Operation
chair, and election of three lay voting members tp
the synod and parish assemblies in 2010. The
Synod Assembly will be May 6-8 in Reno. Any
member of Advent is eligible to be elected td
serve as a voting member to the synod assembly
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Happy New Year!! Food of the month will be
baby food and diapers for those newborn babie
However, you can donate other nonperishabl
foods as well. When you shop, pick up two of
something, and put one in a bag for church. Then
leave it by the door or stick it in your car so whe
you are running late for church, you haven'
forgotten your food bag.

T

Many people in south county need our help. This
a simple way we can make a difference.

If you are interested in helping others find food:

- Make sure they have a picture 1.D.

- Call the Food Information Hotline at 1-800-
984-3663.

- Give the zip-code of where the person lives
and nearby zip-codes.
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Mission of the Organization
Santa Cruz al Salvador solicits, collects, and

manages charitable donations from Santa Cruz

County and any other location, for distribution
in, or for the benefit of, the country of El
Salvador, to those organizations and individuals

needing charitable assistance. Santa Cruz al

Salvador is allied with Lutheran churches in the
Monterey Bay area (see the website
www.santacruzalsalvador.org for more
information).

What They Do

Santa Cruz al Salvador seeks to enhance and €ducation (computers and scholarships) an
enrich the lives of our sisters and brothers in the health improvement projects.

Cuidadela de Guillermo Ungo, El Salvador,
through relationship-building delegations and
fund raising. Our financial gifts currently
provide scholarships for youth and adults who
want to further their education but require
financial help for tuition, room and board and
other expenses. They also collect medical
supplies and provide funds to support the
medical clinic in Guillermo Ungo.

November 2009 marked the thirteenth
delegation trip since the first one in November
1994. Motivated by the vision of Rev. Larry
Morkert, former chaplain at Dominican Hospital
in Santa Cruz and his wife Kathleen, the
congregations of Light of Life Lutheran (Scotts

Advent Adventures

Valley, California), St. Stephen's Lutheran
(Santa Cruz, California), Good Shepherq
Lutheran (Salinas, California) and Trinity
Presbyterian (Santa Cruz, California) have
committed prayer, money and energy towar
helping our Salvadoran brothers and sisters
Light of Life closed in 2003, but a growing,
committed group from the other three
congregations continues to build relationship
with the people of Guillermo Ungo. In the
November 2009 delegation, Advent Lutherar
Church was represented by Tom and Judith D..

The organization’s first gift helped the
Salvadoran communities purchase land with
spring to bolster their water supply. Subsequer
gifts have supported water improvement

How Can You Help?

Contributions: Your prayers and financial
contributions are always appreciated. The
fundraising goal for 2009 was $25,000.
Currently, the goal is to continue to raise
money for scholarships which support the
students of the school. A scholarship of
$60/year pays for tuition, uniforms, books,
shoes and school lunches for a needy child.
These are a great help considering the
average monthly wage for a family is about
$140.

Prayer partner opportunities are available
for U.S. people/families to be matched with
a Salvadoran student who has been awarde
a scholarship. There is no financial
commitment to be a prayer partner.

Delegation: You can be part of the next
delegation — They are happy to share the
excitement, adventure and love experienced
on its trips.
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A new gathering for young adults will begin in
January. All young adults in their 20’s and early
30’s are invited into a new venue for
conversation. Are you hungry for a place to
open up questions of faith without being told
what you have to believe? Do you have friends
not connected to church or connected and
wanting a place to talk about life and meaning
and Spirit? Let’s get the conversation started!

Our first gathering will be for food and
conversation oanuary 24, 6:00 — 8:00 PM.
We will use this time to decide how often, when
and where we want to meet and look at a first
video segment together. Bring $5 if you can to
cover the cost of the meal.

The first part of the serieBream, looks at
Faith as Journey

Stories of Creation
Reconciliation

Jesus

Risk

abhowbhPE

If you are a young adult who is interested, or
know one who is or may be interested, please

contact Pastor Warner and Casey Carlson by
email, phone and/or Facebook, and share your

ideas and preferences for these gatherings.

Young adults are already a part of a re-visioning
of Christianity that is translating what it means
to follow Jesus in today's world — so together
let's Dream, Think, Be, and Do with all our
heart, soul, strength, and mind!

Cooks in the congregation:If you would like

to support this gathering by providing a simple
and tasty meal, where you will be reimbursed
for the cost of the food, please talk with Pastor
Warner or Casey Carlson.

Advent Adventures

Oh, God, make me a better parent. It is th
most important job in the world and one for
which there is no prior training.

Help me to understand my children, to listen
patiently to what they have to say and to respon
to their questions kindly.

Keep me from interrupting and contradicting
them.

Help me to be as courteous to them as
would have them be to me.

May | cease to nag. When | am out of sortg
help me, please, to hold my tongue and keep n
temper under control.

Blind me to the insignificant shortcomings
of my children and help me to see the goo
things they do.

Give me a ready word for honest praise|

Make me ever mindful that they need the
nurturing that comes with encouragement an
appreciation for their small successes.

Help me remember that my children are only
children so that | may not expect from them th¢
judgment of adults.

Allow me not to rob them of the opportunity
to wait on themselves, to think for themselvey
and to make their own mistakes.

Forbid that | should ever punish them as
means of ridding myself of anger and
frustration. Help me to exercise reason an
control.

May | grant them all wishes that are sensibl¢

and give me the courage to withhold a privilege

when | know it might do them harm.

Make me fair and just, considerate ang
companionable, so they will have genuing
esteem, respect, and affection for me.

Make me fit to be loved and imitated by my,
children, for this is the greatest compliment o
all.

author unknown
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All are invited to our Annual Food and

Fellowship Winter Party.

We hope that you can join us for some good eats

and white elephant gift exchange fun:

Date: Sunday - January 24, 2010
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Place: Siam Thai Restaurant
17120 Monterey St.
Morgan Hill
Price: $12 per person tax, tip n' dessert
Included, (drinks not included)
Menu: Basil Chicken with Eggplant
Yellow Curry Chicken
Long Song Beef (Thai Spices)
Thai Cashew Chicken
Rice
Dessert: Fried Banana n' Ice Cream

This restaurant is small and will seat only 40

diners........ SO please get your reservations in to

me early with your checks made out to me,
Nancy L., to ensure a seat for our event.

The highlight of our party
is our "white elephant”
gift exchange......so don't
forget to bring a gift to
exchange with  your
fellow "foodie".

Please be sure to wrap
your gift!

Our F&F Group did not sponsor an all
congregation Christmas card this year......if you
have a comment or an opinion regarding this
decision......let me hear from you.

Advent Adventures

Just a reminder to my fellow "diners n'
foodies"........ try hard to honor your commitment
to YOUR fellow "diners n' foodies" by taking
your turn at hosting the dinner....... if you arg

unable to take your turn, be courteous and l¢

your group know in plenty of time and get &
substitute so that the group will not be
disrupted.

Peace, Blessings and Bon Appetite'
Nancy L.
Coordinator

Advent Lutheran

Church is hosting a bin
to recycle used clothes
and shoes. It is placed
next to the area where
the garbage  and
recycling cans are now housed. This ney
program will help in many ways. The clothes
and shoes will be sent to areas across th
country and world to provide for those in neeg
while supporting our environment. The
company will be paying our church .05 cents ¢
pound so this will help in our fundraising
efforts.
program, please call Sherry at the office — 408
779-3551. Thank you.

If you have any questions about this

e
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Advent will be hosting blood drives again in
2010. They will be held on the third Thursday
of every other month, beginning January 21st.
Hours are 1:30 to 6:30 pm. Please sign up
through the American Red Cross website, or call
the church office for a time. November's drive
was very successful, so don't forget to register
early.

The blood drive program is in need of more
south county volunteers to help with registration
and snacks. If you are interested in volunteering
for such a job, please call the church office or
Marty G. for more information. This is a great

way to give back to our community.

‘MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE”

ADVENT WOMEN'S
BIBLE STUDY

To God's Beloved:
Paul’s Letter to the Romans
from Lutheran Women Today

“Nothing Can Separate us”
Theme verse: Romans 8:26

Wednesday, January 13, 2010

Fellowship: 10:00 AM
Bible study: 10:30 AM

All women are invited!
Please join us, and bring a guest!

Advent Adventures

Please bring your aluminum cans, plastic, and glas
bottles to Advent for recycling!

There are three black, plastic bins in the gated ar
outside, next to the preschool and kitchen. Pleag
drop them off in those bins or beside them if thg
bins happen to be full.

Youth and parents will pick these recyclable items

up on the T Monday of the month, as well as tHé 3
and 4" Saturdays of the month to bring them in for
cash.

All money raised will go towards Advent Youth
Group’s general fund or wil be used for
scholarships.

If you are interested in helping out with this e,
please speak with Matt G. or Casey Carlson.

Thank you for your support!

Communion Bread — Ann Price

01/03 White — Christmas-2
Marjorie Siverson

01/10 White — Baptism of Our Lord
Ellen Siverson

01/17 Green — Epiphany-2
Marianne Glover

01/24 Green — Epiphany-3

01/31 Green — Epiphany-4

bS

be




22
% [1]
January 1-9
Fri Hebrews 9:1-14 The temple of Christ, the high
priest
Sat Psaim 11 God is in the temple
Sun Jeremiah 31:7-14  Joy as God'’s scattered flock
gathers
Psalm 147:12-20 Praising God in Zion
Ephesians 1:3-14  The will of God made known in
Christ
John 1:[1-9] 10-18 God with us
Mon 1 Chronicles 28:1-10 Solomon will build the temple
Tues 2 Chronicles 7:1-11 Solomon dedicates the temple
Epiphany Isaiah 60:1-6 Nations come to the light
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 All shall bow down
Ephesians 3:1-12  The gospel’s promise for all
Matthew 2:1-12 Christ revealed to the nations
Thu Daniel 2:1-19 The king searches for wisdom
Fri Daniel 2:24-49 Daniel reveals the dream’s
meaning
Sat Luke 1:67-79 The Savior is seen
January 10-16
Sun Isaiah 43:1-7 Passing through the waters
Psalm 29 The voice of the LORD upon th
waters
Acts 8:14-17 Prayer for the Holy Spirit
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 The baptism of Jesus
Mon Judges 4:1-10, 12-16Israel’'s enemies drown
Tues Judges 5:12-21 The song of Deborah
Wed Luke 11:33-36 Your body full of light
Thu Numbers 27:1-11 Daughters also promised
inheritance
Fri 1 John 5:13-21 The life of those born of God
Sat Psalm 106:1-12 God saves through water
January 17 - 23
Sun Isaiah 62:1-5 God like the bridegroom and
bride
Psalm 36:5-10 We feast on the abundance of
God's house
1 Corinthians 12:1-11A variety of gifts but one Spirit
John 2:1-11 The wedding at Cana
Mon Isaiah 54:1-8 God is married to Israel
Tues Jeremiah 3:19-25  Israel is a faithless spouse

%
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January 17 - 23 (con.)

Wed Luke 5:33-39 Christ the bridegroom
Thu Song of Solomon 4:9-5:1A love song
Fri 1 Corinthians 1:3-17 Appeal for unity
Sat Psalm 145 Praise God’s faithfulness
January 24 - 31
Sun Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6,
8-10 Ezra reads the law
Psalm 19 The law revives the soul
1 Corinth 12:12-31a You are the body of Christ
Luke 4:14-21 Jesus reads the prophet Isaiah
Mon Jeremiah 36:1-4, 20-Z6he king burns the scroll
Tues Jeremiah 36:27-32  Jeremiah dictates a second scroll
Wed Luke 4:38-44 Jesus heals and preaches in
synagogues
Thu Isaiah 61:1-7 The spirit of God upon me
Fri 1 Corinthians 14:1-12The assembly’s gifts
Sat Psalm 119:89-96 The law of God gives life
Sun Jeremiah 1:4-10 A prophet to the nations

In you, O Lord, | take refuge, let me neve
be put to shame. In your righteousnes
deliver me and rescue me; incline your ea
to me and save me. Be to me a rock
refuge, a strong fortress, to save me, for

you

Psalm 71:1-6 You have been my strength
1 Corinthians 13:1-13Without love, a noisy gong
Luke 4:21-30

are my rock and my fortress.

Psalm 71: 1-3

Source: Between Sundays: Daily Bible
Readings Based on the Revised Common
Lectionary, Gail Ramshaw, 19¢

The prophet Jesus not accepted
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