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By Pastor Anita Warner

Resurrection today

The church celebrates the resurrection each
Sunday of the year, but during the season of
Easter we especially lift up joy in the
resurrection and what the resurrection means for
us, here and now. From Hans King,Eternal
Life?, I will state it in this way:

1. Resurrection means a radicalizing of
belief in God. Resurrection is the crucial
test that belief in God has to face. Why?
Because | cannot stop halfway with my
unconditional trust, but must follow the
road consistently to its end. | have
confidence that the almighty Creator,
who calls us from not-being into being,
can also call us from death into life. | am
confident in the Creator and Converser
of the cosmos that even in death he will
still have something to say that goes
beyond the limits of all that has hitherto
been experience. Anyone who so
believes seriously in the eternally living
God, who believes than also in God'’s
eternal life, believes in their own — and
humanity’s — eternal life.

2. Resurrection means a confirmation of
belief in Christ. The Christian believes
primarily in the Risen One himself — and
the person raised to life is none other
than the Crucified. Without the cross,
there can be no resurrection. Anyone
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who thinks that out of the sheer bliss of
the resurrection one can just jump over
the cross is a victim of blindness. For
Christians, resurrection faith is not to be
had by passing over suffering, concrete
conditions, opposition and antagonism,
but only by going through all this. Cross
and resurrection are thus in a mutual
relationship.

Belief in the One raised up to new life
means than looking back to the life he
led, to the path he trod; in a word it
means initiation into the discipleship of
the One who binds me absolutely to
follow my path, my own path, in
accordance with his guidance. Thus fron
his new life there reaches me again in
retrospect everything for which this
Jesus of Nazareth stood and for which h
— as the Living One — also stands today,
simultaneously inviting, demanding, and
promising:
- Yes, he is right when he
identifies himself with the weak,
sick, poor, underprivileged and
even moral failures;
He is right when he demands
endless forgiveness, mutual
service regardless of rank,
renunciation without return;
He is right when he endeavors to
remove the barriers between
comrades and noncomrades,
between strangers and neighbors
between good and bad, all this in
a love that does not exclude even
the opponent and the enemy from
goodwill;
He is right when he sees norms
and precepts, laws and
prohibitions, as existing for
man’s sake, when he relativizes
institutions, traditions,
hierarchies, for the sake of
humans;
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problems and structural

He is right when he sees God'’s improvement of living

will as supreme norm and as conditions;

aimed at nothing but the well- - Anticipating confidently the

being of humanity; promised kingdom of freedom
And he is right n regard to this and giving people hope, strength,
God of his, who identifies and a will to serve, so that death
himself with the needs and hopes does not have the last word with
of people, who not only demands us.

but gives, who does not suppress

but raises up, who does not Christ is risen, and we, too, shall arise. Alleluia

punish but liberates, who makes
grace instead of law rule
unconditionally.
Christ — the One raised to life — and
God’s Spirit — makes it possible to be
Christian.

3. Resurrection involves a daily struggle
against death.We all know that there is
not only a life after death but also a life
before death, so there is death for human
beings no only at the end of life but in
the midst of life. This is death as the
absence of relationships of person to
person, as powerlessness and
speechlessness, as anonymity and
apathy, as atrophy and mental paralysis,
as insensibility and exhaustion. Belief in
resurrection does not mean cherishing a
feeble optimism in the hope of a happy
end; it means in fact attesting quite
practically that in this world of death
Jesus’ new life has broken the universal
rule of death, that his freedom has
prevailed, his way has led to life, that his
Spirit — which is God’s Spirit — is at
work. Belief in resurrection means

Taking up the side of life,

wherever life is injured, Advent Lutheran Church
desecrated, destroyed,; 16870 Murphy Ave.
Changing death-dealing Morgan Hill, CA 95037
interpersonal relationships and Mailed in Morgan Hill
social conditions and drawing the No Subscription Fee
sting out of daily death by Monthly Publication

spontaneous help with life’s
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by Valerie S.

One of the things that attracted me to Advent
was the high level of involvement of the
members of the congregation in so many
different ways. This month, | got to talk to
George C.. He is the Operations Chair here and
had lots of compliments for the congregation
and lots of ideas.

George and his wife, Molly, came here, on a job
transfer, from Buckingham, Penn., 30 years ago.
They were attracted to Morgan Hill because, at
the time, it was a small rural community. He
says our population here at Advent is stable and
hasn't changed a lot. Molly is in HR for the
College of Engineering at San Jose State
University and shares her talents and knowledge
in that field here at the church. (She's also an
aerobic dancer!)

George said he thinks the youth program is
essential for the life of the church and he
appreciates the involvement of so many teens

and younger children. He was part of the
committee that met and formulated our mission
statement...

We are..."a welcoming faith community that
supports individuals and families in knowing
and living the grace, truth and hope of Christ in
the world."

He appreciated the great people who quietly take
on jobs that need to be done and accompligh
them. He said that he is here most every day and
that this is a 24/7 operation. People are here
every day and the rooms are all in use. There'g a
lot going on- Second Harvest Food Bank prep
and packs bags of food to distribute; once
week there is a community dinner where Adven
people prepare and serve. The two Saturdays
before Easter saw crews of people working. W
have a vibrant church family, very actively
sharing of themselves.

—~ D O
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As a former treasurer, George always has or
eye focused on the numbers. He was vel
grateful that we supported the parking lot whel
he put out a request. (Evidently, we rise to th
occasion!) He's eager to see our membershjp
increase, and not just for the revenue that would
bring, but, that way, "we will be bringing more
people to Christ."

TS < o

What would happen if each one of us
personally, sought out and greeted someone We
didn't know, every Sunday? (I know that |
remember the people who made me feel
welcome and like this was a good place for me.
| thank them for that gift....sometimes daily)
What if those new people were sought out th
next time they joined us? George is a gifted
manager, both in finance and operations and he
has convinced me to go and find new people and
welcome them. He reminded me how wonderful
it was for me to be welcomed here. | think he'
on to something good. Thanks, George.

4%
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| am not quite sure what planted the seed in my
heart, but ever since | was a child | have dreamed
of Africa. Not everyone understands this dream.
I've had people call me crazy and tell me | should
go to Hawaii instead. Why Africa? | really do not
know why, but it has been there, the whisper,
“Africa,” for a very long time. As I've grown
older and various experiences have filled my life,
| have often brushed the whisper aside, thinking of
it only as the residue of a child’s daydream. I've
had a few close friends travel to, work, and line i
Africa. Each time, I've heard the whisper again,
“Africa! Don’'t you remember?” And each time
I've allowed the whisper to slide away as I've
continued on my daily life.

Now, | find myself as an adult leader on the Sierra
Pacific Synod Youth Committee. | used to be one
of them, a youth leader up in front, singing songs,
sharing the love of God, and talking about the gift
of faith in my life. Now, | lead those young
leaders. It is now that | have found Africa to be
more than a whisper or dream. An opportunity has
called the Sierra Pacific Synod Youth Committee
to Rwanda, Africa. As an adult representative on
this committee, the whisper has turned into a call
to go and be with God’'s people in a new way.
Interestingly enough, as I reflect on the past seve
years or my life, my dream of Africa has been
slowly honing in on Rwanda. It wasn't until this
opportunity through the SPSYC presented itself
that | have been able to see how God has been
preparing me for this journey. We live our lives
every day, making particular connections with
people and places, without even being aware of
how the Holy Spirit cultivates those connections
until the perfect moment arises. | see now that thi
calling to Rwanda with the SPSYC is one of those
Sprit-moments in my life. Some may even call it a
“kairos moment”.

Nothing has been made clearer to me since our
initial invitation to Rwanda - This is the
opportunity to meet and live with the global body
of Christ. What is even more exciting abousthi

prospect is the fact that this trip is about ouf
youth. Youth leaders from California will be
meeting with youth leaders of Rwanda, sharin
ideas, and perhaps even recognizing God’s call f¢
their own lives in a new way through theseg
Christian strangers. | keep asking myself what i
means for the future of our church that the yout
will be living out this global body of Christ in a
way that many adults have yet had the opportuni
to experience themselves. How will this shap
their individual faiths; thus, shaping their
perspectives of vocation and leadership in th
church as they continue to grow up i
adulthood? The possible answers to
guestions are numerous and thrilling! God can d
so much through the diversity of God’s people!
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With our travel arrangements and tickets finalize
the entire committee is working hard to suppor
one another, while also working to raise th
individual amounts set as a goal in order to det
of us to Rwanda. Some of us are confident in thejr
fundraising endeavors, having already raised the
necessary amount or confident in near-futur
fundraising prospects in which they are
participating. Some of us are not as confident
certain that they will raise the amount that i
needed. Emma Northcott, one of the yout
representatives on the committee who is joinin
the journey to Rwanda, and myself are extremel
honored by the generosity Advent has alread
shown in helping us achieve our fundraising goal.
However, in order to meet our goal in its entirety
Emma and | still need to raise $600.00. Pleage
pray about how you might best support us as we
move closer to our journey to Rwanda. If you ar
member of Advent and feel so moved to suppoit
us financially, please write a check out to Adven
Lutheran Church with “SPSYC to Rwanda” in the
subject line. Monies raised will go toward our
individual goals, but if we happen to raise mor
than the individual amounts required, money wil
also go to support those other youth on th
committee who are in need of financial support.

We look forward to sharing our journey to
Rwanda with you as we make preparations for the
journey and share our experiences after we returp.
You can also show your support and follow us b




joining our facebook fan page:
http://www.facebook.com “Support the Sierra
Pacific Synod Youth Committee Going to
Rwanda”.

Please pray that we are quiet enough to hear the
voice of God, open enough to see the face of God,
and bold enough to be the hands and feet of God
as we share this journey together.

Peace,

Casey Carlson

Youth, Children, & Family Minister of Advent
Lutheran Church

SPSYC District D Adult Rep

Prayer makes a

difference! Ask any

of Advent's Healing

Prayer Ministers.

There is a core of

people in our
congregation who offer Healing Prayer at every
service on every Sunday. They pray for the Holy
Spirit to bring healing for specific needs of our
faith community. No one claims any special gift
of healing, just the desire to minister to God’s
people in this special way.

Anyone is welcome to come asking prayer for
themselves or a loved one, friend, or colleague.
The prayer station is located in the right front
corner of the sanctuary, and the prayer ministers
are available during Communion until ten
minutes after the end of the service. All prayer
needs are held in confidence unless requested to
be shared with the Pastor or Prayer Chain.

Healing Prayer is Biblical. When Jesus sent out
his disciples, he told them, “Preach this
message: The kingdom of heaven is near. Heal
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the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have
leprosy. Freely you have received, freely give.
(Matthew 10:8) Jesus also said, “And thes
signs will accompany those who believe: In my
name,...they will place their hands on sick
people, and they will get well." (Mark 16:17-18)
James 5:13-15 says, “Is any one of you sick? He
should call the elders of the church to pray ovg
him and anoint him with oil in the name of the
Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make
the sick person well; the Lord will raise him

up.”

11%
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Prayers for healing can be take many forms.
Members often come for healing prayer before g
medical procedure or while awaiting test resultg.
When they or family members are facing
emotional issues or troubling times, there is$
comfort and hope in a word of prayer. Praye
can be silent or spoken. When there are tw
prayer ministers, often one will speak while thg
other prays silently. Prayers of thanksgiving ar
also appropriate.

o v Y
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Prayer is also available through the Prayer Chaln
and Prayers of the People at the altar during
service. Contact Sheila Walton for prayef
requests to be shared with the many people who
are part of the Prayer Chain, an email prayg
ministry. Contact the church office to have
prayer requests shared during the service.

=
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Healing Prayer can be answered in differen
ways. There are people at Advent who hav
experienced physical healing, often aided with
the skill and care of medical practitioners,
Others remark on the peace, reassurance, and
loving encouragement they experience throug
healing prayer. The promise that God is ir
every situation accompanies healing prayer.

4%

Anyone interested in becoming part of thg
Healing Prayer Ministry team should contact
Pastor Warner.
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A Brief Recap of Advent's Church Council
Meetings
March 23, 2010

At the March 23 meeting, the Church Council

approved allowing Advent to be used as an
American Red Cross community shelter in case
of emergency. Jim Carr was appointed to serve
as the church liaison with the Red Cross.

The popular “Opening the Book of Faith” Bible
study led by Allen S. on Sundays at 9:40 AM
has taken up a new text which started April 18,
with the book of Galatians.

Galatians has been called “the Magna Carta ¢f
Christian Freedom” in comparison to the great
charter that guaranteed certain liberties i
England in 1215. The apostle Paul wrote “to th

President Sean Rositano shared the Executive
Committee Goals for 2010:

— (U =

1. Initiate Compilation of Policies and churches of Galatia” around 50-55 C.C., abol
Procedures Manual twenty years after the death and resurrection of
2. Review Committee Structures Jesus. These communities included non-Jews
3. Continue Weaving 101: Inviting (Gentiles). Paul had announced God’s mercy fqr
4. Leverage the Effectiveness of them in Christ, and the believers had

Communications

: _ o experienced the Holy Spirit. Paul's letter wag
Begin Conversation on Mutual Ministry

5. probably read aloud in the congregations.

Lutheran Campus Ministries was approved to
speak at a Sunday service between April and
June. Pastor Anita reported that leaders are
being identified for the Front Office Project that
addresses both security and hospital@gorge

C. and Dennis H. will review the Facility Use
Agreement in respect to pricing and liability.
George will also investigate the change in FCC
regulations relating to the church wireless
system and report at the next meeting.

You may come every Sunday to this study, o
drop in any Sunday.

=~

If you would like a copy of the full meeting
minutes, you may request them following their

approval by Council. On Saturday, May 22, 201Ganta Cruz al

Salvadoris hosting an afternoon of wine tasting
at Bargetto Winery in Soquel, California, from
2-5 p.m. The cost is $25.00 per person wit
60% of the proceeds going to support thg

Respectfully submitted,
Judith D.
Council Secretary

mission outreach of the group in Ciudadeld
Guillermo Ungo, El Salvador. See Tom ang
Judith D. for tickets.

[aad Y "= )
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Our Promises to Each Other
on the Church Council

We promise to respect and care for each other.
At the outset of each year, the incoming and _ _ _
returning council members meet in retreat to get Ve promise to treat our time on the Council a
to know each other better and to set some an opportunity to make an important gift to ouf
direction for the coming year. At the council ~ Church.
retreat in January one of the topics was to draft a . . .
"Behavioral Covenant,” setting the norms for We_ promise t9 listen — with — an _open,
council member actions, meetings and the way nonjudgmental mind to the words and ideas g
council members and staff will work with others  the ideas of the others in our Church and on the
in the Advent Church Family. The final form of ~ Council.
the Covenant, agreed by all, is below.

Uy

=

We promise to discuss, debate, and disagre¢e
openly in Council meetings, expressing

Advent Lutheran Church ourselves as clearly and honestly as possible, 50
that we are certain that the Council understands
A COVENANT OF LEADERSHIP FOR our point of view.

THE CHURCH COUNCIL _ _ o
We promise to support the final decision of the

Our Promises to God Council, whether it reflects our view or not.

We promise to pray, alone and together, to dwell
in the Word, to thank God, and to ask for God’s
help in our lives and in our work for our Church,
and we promise to listen to God’s answer to us.

Our Promises to Our Church Family

We promise to demonstrate our leadership and

commitment to our Church by our example. The Food of the Month is canned

beans.However, you can donate other
nonperishable foods as well. When you shop, pic
up two of something, and put one in a bag fof
church. Then leave it by the door or stick it iruyo
car so when you are running late for church, yo
haven't forgotten your food bag.

We the Council, Pastor, and staff promise
mutual support so that the efforts of all can be
most productive.

vy

1=

We promise to listen with an open,
nonjudgmental mind to the words and ideas of
the ideas of the others in our Church and to Many people in south county need our help. Tisis i
operate transparently to keep the congregation a simple way we can make a difference.

informed. If you are interested in helping others find food:
- Make sure they have a picture I.D.
We promise to try to discover what is best for - Call the Food Information Hotline at
Advent Lutheran and the Church as a whole, not 1-800-984-3663.
what may be best for us or for some small group - Give the zip-code of where the person lived an

in the Church. nearby zip-codes
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A shipment of Lutheran World Relief health kits
and layettes left Lutheran World Relief's warehouse
in New Windsor, MD.,January 19, 2010to be
distributed to Haitian earthquake survivors.

LWR partner Church World Service will distribute
the shipment of 650 health kits and 1500 layettes,
the first of multiple planned shipments to Haiti.
LWR has committed material resources valued at

nearly $500,000 and plans to send more health kits

and layettes, along with quilts and school kitghi&
near future.

Advent with the encouragement from Sew Seeds
have graciously donated 75 health kits in the last
couple of months to help people living in desperate
situations to maintain basic hygiene. And now we
are asking donations for layettes, containing aybab
blanket, diapers, and baby clothing, to help parent
care for their infants.

The following items are included in each layette:

Two lightweight cotton shirts or Onesies®
(or similar item)

Two long- or short-sleeved gowns or
sleepers (with or without feet)

Two receiving blankets, medium weight
cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted
with lightweight yarn (suggested size is 36"
X 36")

Four cloth diapers, flat fold preferred

One sweater or sweatshirt

Two washcloths (full-size preferred)

One bath-size bar (4-5 0z.) of gentle soap, in
its original wrapping

Two diaper pins OR two large, metal safety
pins

Please donate all or some of the items included in
each layette.

If you have any questions please contact Helen C.

Advent Adventures

Advent's ' Quarter Mission,Santa Cruz al

Salvador received a total of $460.00 from the
generous giving hearts of members of thg
congregation. This will go toward scholarshipg
for children living in Ciudadela Guillermo Ungo

and nearby satellite communities in El Salvador.

The scholarships cover the cost of schod
lunches, shoes, uniforms, books and scho
supplies.

SANTA CRUZ AL SALVADOR
PRAYER CHILDREN

If you would like to sponsor a prayer child in the
communities of Ciudadela Guillermo Ungo, El
Salvador, Tom and Judith have a list ang
pictures for you to consider. Two types off
sponsorship are available. You may choose
Prayer Child, and for a year, pray for them
communicate with them by mail and send sma
gifts, if you choose. The second type of
sponsorship includes the first, praying for them
and also gives you the opportunity to providg
School Scholarship support with a contributior]
of $60.00 for a child for a year. The families
and children of the communities of Guillermo
Ungo are deeply grateful and thankful to the
support they are receiving thorough ouf
organization,Santa Cruz al Salvadpand your
generous outreach of prayer and scholarsh
support.

D
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by Tom D., ¥ Vice President

The 2 Quarter Mission Outreach for Advent
Lutheran will be the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.
Traditionally the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund has
been used to meet the needs of those in the local
community or travelers passing through who
come to the church as a last resort, seeking
emergency help. Most of the requests are for gas
money, food, temporary lodging, payment of
power bills, or help in remaining in their
residence.

For some time Pastor’'s Discretionary Fund has
existed in name only, there having been no
funding provided for its replenishment. There are
always a few nameless *“angels” in the
congregation who quietly give to this work of
charity when they can, but the fund is currently
empty. In these currently desperate economic
times, the need is magnified and requests are more
numerous.

The model of Benedictine hospitality calls us to
be “welcoming servants of Christ, both receivers
and givers of grace.” Henri Nouwen suggested
that all we need to do is to create a “space of
hospitality” around us, to keep our eyes, ears, and
hearts open to what God would have us do. When
our center rests in God, we can empty ourselves as
Christ did and become free to replace hostility
with hospitality. Then we can welcome friends or
strangers as Christ at that moment and receive the
surprising gifts that they bring.

With Christ’'s help we must set aside our agendas
and our expectations about people. Instead we
can make room inside ourselves for others, one
person at a time. We can provide a space of
hospitality into which others may freely enter and
feel safe because they know they're accepted.

Advent Adventures

This practice of hospitality puts into action the
promises we make in three questions from oy
Confirmation, or Affirmation of our Baptismal
Covenant:

=

o Will you proclaim the good news of
God in Christ through word and deed?

o Will you serve all people, following
the example of our Lord Jesus?

o Will you strive for justice and peace in
all the earth?

Our Covenant reminds us that not only are we tp
see Christ in others, we are to seek out Christ In
the lives and faces of those around us. Loy
makes this possible.

D

We are to be justice keepers and peacemakers, and
to respect each human being as a child of God.

(Some commentary excerpted from
St. Benedict's Toolboky Jane Tomaine.}

~NJ

Are you prepared in the event of a disaster
Would you like to learn more about what to do
should a disaster occur? On Wednesday, M&y 17
at 7:00 PM, Advent will be hosting a Certified
Emergency Response Training seminar in the
church sanctuary. This is a perfect opportunity fo
you to invite a friend, family member or neighbor
to join you in learning what you need to know in
the event of a disaster. We will have sign up
sheets in the narthex this Sunday and next so tglk
with those who you think might be interested in
receiving some valuable information about being
prepared and sign up.

Sponsored by Your Stewardship Committee
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Each week a different Ministry at Advent
Lutheran is recognized both in the bulletin and
during service. The members of the ministry are
asked to bring the Communion elements to the
altar along with the offerings for the day and are
given a thanksgiving prayer and a blessing by the
Pastor. This recognition came about after careful
review of the Cottage Meetings survey results,
particularly question # 18 “| tell stories of how
this congregation makes a difference in the lives
of others.” These ministries do make a difference
and wanted to share them with you. Here are their
stories.

April 4, 2010
Chancel Choir

Anyone who is out of high school or older may
sing in the Chancel Choir. There are no auditions,
just a desire to be a musical leader in worship.
The choir is not considered a performing choir,
but rather a ministry of musical offerings to God
and the congregation. These musical offerings

take place three times a month at the second

service and once a month at the early service
starting on Rally day and continuing through June.

Occasionally both services and some special
services will have the privilege of hearing the
Chancel Choir. Phil Robb, Advent's Musical
Director, directs and Ruth Butterfield Winter is

the piano accompanist. Rehearsals take place on

Thursday evenings from 7:30 until 9:15 and there
are some social activities as well. If you have a
desire to be a part of this wonderful ministry
please see Phil.

April 11, 2010
Facility Task Force (Spring Cleaning)

Every March, a group of about 20 members of
Advent, pitch in for a spring cleaning of the

church and its grounds. George C., Operations

Chairperson for Advent, started this thiadi

Advent Adventures

when he took over the position in 2008 and refer
to his group of helpers as the ATF (Advent Tasl
Force). Work starts around 9:00 AM with the
distribution of duties and ends mid afternoon
Realizing the team needs refueling, Georg
provides a bar-b-g lunch with his son and son i
law as the grill masters.

Over the past three years, the group has wash
windows inside and out, shampooed -carpets
dusted areas that don’'t get dusted on a regul
basis, cleaned the refrigerator (those of you wh
have seen the refrigerator know what a task thj

has to be), planted bushes, trees, ground cove

weeded, trimmed trees and bushes, hauled o
trailers full of plant material, swept, painted ang
pressure washed the church and the cross.

Members of the ATF may be called occasionally
as something is needed around the church, but t
bulk of what gets done is done during the sprin
cleaning. This really is an act of stewardship
being good stewards for what God has provide
us. If this is something that you might be
interested in, please talk with George the nex
time you see him.

April 18, 2010
Pastoral Partners

Offering support to those in our church family
who may have suffered the loss of a family
member, a job or had a life experience that hg
caused them to suffer is what the Pastoral Partng
ministry is and does. Born out of the Community
Connections ministry, Pastoral Partners wa
started around 2005 under the leadership of Elli

Q..

Currently each of the 20 pastoral partners suppor
3 to 5 family units, with the goal of the ministxy

have a pastoral partner for each member ¢
Advent. These caring people offer support tq

)

11%
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those who may be struggling with problems th
were going unnoticed. They also support ne
members by walking with them through their
spiritual journey, encouraging them however the
can. This ministry requires its members to b
good listeners and the group meets for ongoin
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training and support. Names and discussions are
kept confidential and each person determines his
or her own level of support.

Pastoral partners meets at 2:00 PM on the last
Monday of the month, every other month. In
addition to the ongoing training and support, the
meetings include visits from outside organizations
or businesses that offer services that may be
needed by our members. Johnson Funeral Home
discussed people’s last wishes and what to expect
during the final days of one’s life. Hospice is
scheduled for the next meeting. Ellie Quayle
would be happy to discuss Pastoral Partners with
you, so if this is a ministry that interests you,
please speak with Ellie at church or call her at
408-778-1790.

On the inside of the tri-fold brochure used at the
Cottage Meetings last year were all of the
ministries at Advent. When members were
asked to open the brochures, most were astounded
at the scope of what is offered at Advent. We
literally can and will celebrate a different mimst
each week for an entire year. We hope you have

enjoyed learning a little more about what Advent
Is and Does and the next time someone asks you,
“What does your church do to make a difference
in the lives of others?” you can say “Let me tell
you about my church, Advent Lutheran, and the
wonderful things we are doing here.” You'll have

a great story to tell.

Your gifts make a difference !

Your Stewardship Team

Advent Adventures

Advent has some real and practical needs in ord
to function well. If you would like to make a
special,, designated offering toward any of thes
needs, that will help support our ministry needs;

while we continue to need to receive regulaf

giving through the General Fund and Building
Fund.

Replacement Wireless Microphone
System

In January 2008 the Federal

Communications

Commission (FCC) held an

auction and sold the 700

MHz  frequency band.

Unfortunately, that is the

band of Advent's, and most churches’ wireless
microphone systems. We have recently learned
this sale and how it applies to our system. W
must replace the system we now have by mid
June to avoid interference and fines. The cost wi
be $3500.

Office renovation fund

Special donations can be made for purchasin
paint, new window coverings, new doors and ney
carpeting or flooring for the three front offices.

MAY 2010

Communion Bread -- Doris S.

05/02 - White - Easter5 Rosemary P.

05/09 - White - Easter 6 Marianne G.

05/16 - White - Easter 7 Susan G.
Ascension

05/23 - Red - Day of Pentecost

(Check Paschal candle)
05/30 - White — Holy Trinity

[¢7]
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by Pastor Harvey Blomberg,

Director for Evangelical Mission of the Sierra
Pacific Synod,

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Keys to Congregational Vitality - Part 2

Some weeks ago, | began a four-part series

regarding congregational vitality. Last time, |
focused on what | consider to be the most
fundamental key - ththeological groundingof

the congregation.

A second necessary key for Vvitality is
contextual That is, your congregation's
connections with the people living in the

surrounding neighborhood and community.
"Reading" your potential audience is an
important step for a realistic vision and relevant
program.

Sadly, a number of our ELCA ministries have

become what some have described as "donut

hole" congregations. That is, over time as the
population in the neighborhood changed, the
congregation membership did not. The church
then, becomes the "donut hole" existing in the
center of a neighborhood often populated by
residents vastly different from the church
members who often live away from the
community.

Consider taking a fresh look at your community
by walking the surrounding streets. As you go,
pray for the neighborhood and wonder how the
area might look through God's eyes. Then, look
for these things:

Housing - What does the housing of the
neighborhood tell you about the daily issues and
concerns of the occupants? How might these

issues be addressed in the worship, education

and advocacy life of the church?

Advent Adventures

Associations - Who participates in the clubs,

community centers, and nonprofit centers?
What relationship does the church have with

these centers? Is there potential for explorin
such a relationship?

Transportation - What is the flow of traffic

around the church? How available is publig

transportation? Are people walking or driving?

Are there ways to promote several means of

transportation to your church?

Institutions/Organizations - Look for the

hospitals, schools, government buildings, park
and gardens. Who makes use of these? Col

relationships be built with any of these
institutions and organizations?

Businesses Note the location of retail shops,
malls, restaurants, motels, etc.
languages used on the signs and

newspapers. Investigate what foods th

restaurants and grocery stores sell. Are thef

ways to make connections with any of thes
businesses?

People- This is the most important element of
contextual mission. Who are the people living

near your church? What is their age, gende
and ethnicity? Do any know vyour
congregation? What are their hopes an
dreams?

All of this implies that churches begin engaging
the community to get a "feel" of the area. I
means after all, opening the windows of the
church, not so that people in the community see

you, but so that members of your congregatio
see in new ways the people who live near th
church. It will help you understand the
situations they face.
where God might work

be at in your

neighborhood. That is the starting point for a

faithfully contextual ministry.

Pr. Harvey Blomberg
Director for Evangelical Mission

Look for thd
in th

In all of this consider
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Note: Our 13 third-year confirmands (Ryan C.,
Jarrod C., Nicole F., Christine H., Jeannette H.,
Megan K., Drew O., Marc N., Anna P., Claire

P., Christopher R., Richard W., James W.) took
a “God hunt” in relation to these questions
during their day-long retreat on April 24. Ask

them what they did, what they found and what
they think! And keep them in your prayers as
they prepare to affirm their baptisms on May 23.

Young adults in their 20’s and 30’'s are
gathering every other Saturday for fellowship

and conversation. We share a meal, view a 20-

minute dvd on a topic of faith and spiritual life,
and engage in conversation about it. So far we
have considered “Faith as Journey,” “Stories of
Creation,” “Reconciliation,” and “Jesus.” It is a
solid group and we always hope for more to join
the conversation, especially those hungry to talk
about spiritual questions without being told
what they have to believe.

Our schedule this month will be:

May 1 Hosted dinner (thank you, Ellie
Quayle) and “Risk,” 6-8 PM

May 15 Potluck dinner and “Thinking
Theologically”, 6 — 8 PM

May 29 Potluck dinner and “Taking the

Bible Seriously”, 6 — 8 PM

If you are a young adult who is interested, or
know one who is or may be interested, please

contact Pastor Warner and Casey Carlson by

email, phone and/or Facebook, for

information on these gatherings.

more

Advent Adventures

About a year ago the Youth
and Family  Resource
Center became a part of the
Fellowship Hall. It's a
great place to find some
new reading material. Do
you know a young person
that is receiving
Communion for the first
time, being Confirmed or
receiving  his/her  First
Bible? Then now is great time to visit the
Youth and Family Resource Center. This mont

we are highlighting the many Bible resources

that are available for young people.

Who’s Who and Where’s Where in the Bible for|
Kids- This book is filled with maps and other
interesting facts about what's going on in thg
Bible stories kids love.

A Beginner’s Guide To The BibleThis book is
for older teens (and mom’s and dad’'s of
inquisitive youngsters). It gives background
information on most of the books of the Bible.
It includes dates, authors, contents and “bi
ideas” for the books it discusses.

The Student Bible Dictionary Ever wonder
what a denari is worth or where you can fingd
some of the places talked about in the Bible
This book includes not only words and
definitions but also color maps, charts ang
photographs.

Stop by the Family Resource Center an
browse. If you cannot find something that
interests you be sure to check the catalog. Pla
your order on the forms provided. We’'ll get
your order to you as soon as possible.

Jill D. and Marianne G.

~NJ
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Christian  Music Theatre
(CMT) is a non-profit
outreach program of Advent
Lutheran Church. CMT is a
musical theatre day camp,
where children who are
entering kindergarten to™
grade are welcome to participate. It is a six-day
camp, which culminates in an original full-
length production on Saturday night. Children
learn and have fun in drama, music, art and
choreographed movement every day of camp.
Every child who signs up for CMT is in the
production.

We are pleased to announce that our 2010

summer schedule and registration information is
available at www.advent-lutheran.org. The
summer schedule has been expanded. CMT will
be offering a fourth show the first week of
August. The schedule is as follows:

Session | June 14th to 19th
"Promised Land (Old Mac show)

Session Il July 5th to 10th
"Sinchi Sacha" (Jungle Show)

Session Il July 12th to 17th
"Part of One Story" (Christmas show)

Session IV August 2nd to 7th
Show's title to be announced.

Advent Adventures

Over 250 children entering Kindergarten tg
entering § grade participated in CMT last
summer! We were able to offer meaningful
employment to dozens of high school and
college aged young people. There were sixty
counselor slots that were filled. We believe that
this is an important component of the program.

We offered over $7,000 in scholarships so that
everyone who expressed interest in CMT coulg
participate. We are very thankful to those of yol
who donated money to the scholarship program

m—

Registration by mail began on March™LBAll
information and registration materials are
available online. Please feel free to speak to
Marc Northcott (Program/Production Director),
Phil  Robb (Music Director), Carrie M.
(Production Coordinator and Registrar), or ouf
Art teachers, Nancy S. and Chris P., if you hav,
any questions about Christian Music Theatre.

D

—+

Register early! We had to turn people away las
summer. The CMT staff looks forward to
another exciting summer!
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May 1-8
Sat Psalm 100 We are God'’s sheep
Acts 11:1-18 God saves the Gentiles
Psalm 148 God’s splendor is over earth

Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

Mon
Tues 2 Samuel 1:4-27
Wed Luke 10:25-28
Thu Leviticus 19:9-18
Fri Revelation 10:1-11
Sat Psalm 133
May 9 -15
Sun Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Rev 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29
Mon
Tues
Wed Luke 2:25-38

The Ascensio of Our Lord
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:15-23

Luke 24:44-53

Fri Revelation 12:13-17

Sat Psalm 125

May 16 - 22

Sun Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14,
16-17, 20-21

John 17:2-26

and heaven
New heaven, new earth
Love one another

1 Sam 20:1-23, 35-42The love of David and

Jonathan

David mourns Jonathan’s
death

Love your neighbor

Love your neighbor

Eating the scroll

How good it is to live in unity

Lydia and her household are
baptized

Let the nations be glad

The Lamb is the light of God’s
city

The Father will send the Holy
Spirit

1 Chronicles 12:16-22The spirit of God on Amasai
2 Chronicles 15:1-15 The spirit of God on Azariah

The Spirit of God on Simeon
and Anna

Jesus sends the apostles

God has gone up with a shout
Seeing the risen and ascended
Christ
Christ present in all times and
places
The dragon makes war
The peace of God

A jailer is baptized
Light dawns for the righteous

Blessed are those who wash
their robes
Jesus oravs for the discin

May 16 — 22 cont.

Mon Exodus 40:16-38 God’s glory on the tabernacle
Tues 2 Chronicles 5:2-14 God’s glory in the temple
Wed Luke 9:18-27 God’s glory and discipleship
Thu Ezekiel 3:12-21 God’s glory commissions the
prophet
Fri Revelation 19:9-21 The rider and the beast
Sat Psalm 29 The glory of God
May 23 —31
Sun Acts 2:1-21 Filled with the Spirit
Psalm 104:24-34, 35l650d destroys the tower of Babel
Romans 8:14-17 Send forth your spirit
John 14:8-17 (25-27)The Father will give you the
Spirit of truth
Mon Joel 2:18-29 God'’s spirit poured out
Tues Ezekiel 11:14-25 God will gather the people
Wed Luke 1:26-38 God’s Spirit comes on Mary
Thu Numbers 24:1-14  Balaam speaks with God’s spirit
Fri 1 Corinthians 2:1-13 About the Spirit of God
Sat Psalm 48 The God of Zion
Sun Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-3Wisdom rejoices in the creation
Psalm 8 Your majesty is praised above
the heavens
Romans 5:1-5 God’s love poured into our
hearts
John 16:12-15 The Spirit will guide you into the
truth
Mon Proverbs 3:13-26  Wisdom is a tree of life

" #$%

Source: Between Sundays: Daily Bible
Readings Based on the Revised Common
Lectionary, Gail Ramshaw, 19¢
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Advent Adventures

‘MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE”

ADVENT WOMEN'S
BIBLE STUDY

To God’s Beloved:
Paul’s Letter to the Romans
from Lutheran Women Today

“Wise in What is Good”
Theme verse: Romans 16:9
Study Text: Romans 16

Wednesday, May 12, 2010

Fellowship: 10:00 AM
Bible study: 10:30 AM

All women are invited!
Please join us, and bring a guest!




