
 

 

  Vol.  38    No. 7-8 
 

 

 



   2                                                  Advent Adventures  
 
 
 
 

�
���������
	
�������

��� �
�

 
By Pastor Anita Warner�

 
 
In the past days, so many people have talked to 
me about what is good. Each one is coming 
from a place of struggle – a period of 
unemployment, or grieving the death of a loved 
one, or chronic illness – yet what they speak of 
are the good memories or simple beauties of 
life. They could dwell on the negative, but by 
God’s grace, instead they are filled with words 
of thanks for others and for this beautiful and 
bountiful creation. 
 
The journey of life has many steps, twists and 
turns, ups and downs. So does the journey of life 
in Christ. In the gospel of Luke, Jesus sets his 
face toward Jerusalem and goes on a long 
journey of healing, teaching, confronting evil, 
praying, and resting, and asks his disciples to do 
the same. We, Jesus’ disciples today, are invited 
to do the same along our journey of life and 
living in Christ. We have many choices to make 
in how we do so, and yet in following Jesus it is 
clear we must. 
 
I have long been aware that in south county, 
many of our neighbors speak Spanish as a first 
language. I have chosen to begin to learn 
Spanish in order to better understand and know 
more of our neighbors. This summer, I will take 
a 10-day journey to Guatemala in order to 
practice hearing and speaking Spanish every 
day. My older sister is a team leader for a 
Habitat for Humanity International build in 
Coban, Guatemala, so I will also get to work 
alongside her and her family. I look forward to 
that opportunity! 

 
This summer we are also sending Advent folks 
to Rwanda (Casey Carlson and Emma N.), El 
Salvador (Tom and Judith Dunham), and Ghana 
(Jacqui K.). Please plan to come to a Missions 
Brunch on August 15 at 11:00 AM to hear 
stories from their journeys. 
 
Advent is a place from which people are sent, 
whether across the globe, to other places in the 
United States, or into our own neighborhoods 
and circles of friends. For those who are staying 
home, we pray also for your journey with one 
another and with Christ all through this summer. 
We pray that you might with thanksgiving and 
words of peace also carry on the work of 
healing, reconciling, confronting evil, teaching, 
praying, and resting, in Jesus’ name. 
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Every time I contact someone and ask them to be 
a "featured friend in Christ" , they always say 
"Why me?" The answer is really very simple. 
Every member of Advent is special and it's fun to 
get to know more about each other. Take for 
example, Barbara G.. The first time I met her was 
on a trip to San Juan Bautista to one of Phil R's 
high school choir events. One of the ladies ended 
up getting locked up in the van while the rest of us 
sauntered into town to a restaurant. The absent 
member was rescued in time for dinner, but the 
next time we were in a similar situation, Barb and 
I laughed and swore we'd be sure we both got out 
of the van. 
 
Barbara G. and her husband, Herb, were charter 
members of Advent. "Back in the day" Pastor 
Berkland impressed Barbara when he responded 
immediately to a need she had. Barb need to drive 
a stick shift car and he switched cars with her, 
right there on the spot. Such trust! They joined 
Advent Lutheran Church. 
 
The G. family was gone to Fremont for a few 
years  and  received a warm  welcome  when  they  
 
 

returned to Morgan Hill. At one point, they 
downsized and generously donated the Knabe 
nine foot concert grand piano they had in their 
home to the church. What a fabulous gift!  
 
Barb has a varied and rich list of personal 
experiences. She graduated from college in 
Omaha, Neb. and then taught high school for two 
years. Then she went to the University of Arizona 
for Graduate studies and taught half-time. Her 
love of math morphed to an interest in computers 
and that brought her to IBM in San Jose. IBM 
actually gave her a year-long sabbatical for "social 
action". She taught parenting skills and set up 
retreats for communication skills. From technical 
writing, she and her husband set up Grace 
Associates and then Barb went to Sun Micro 
Systems until she declared herself retired in 1999. 
 
Here at Advent, Barb attends the Women's Bible 
Study group and she comments that "the group is 
blest to have an intelligent pastor for guidance" 
and that she appreciates Pastor Warner's 
intellectualism. She enjoys working with the 
people at the Community Table. Years ago, Lyle 
S. got her involved with the Church Council and 
the Stewardship Committee. 
 
Barb won't be here in September. She's going to 
Oberammergau to see the Passion Play. Do you 
like to travel? Ask her about her African Safari or 
Polar Bears in Canada or Elder Hostel Cycling in 
East Germany and the Check Republic. Then next 
year, she's taking a river cruise in Russia! 
 
So.....What does she do locally?  She's a serious 
cyclist. She even did a 100K (yes...100!) in Santa 
Cruz (for that event, she trained with the Cycling 
Academy.) She takes ten mile bike rides in Pacific 
Grove and sometimes crews for a hot-air balloon 
group. 
 
In spite of all of this outdoor activity, she's still a 
Techie...she has an iPhone and an iPad! She's still 
right out in front with technology...and she's a lot 
of fun!...another multifaceted  and quiet Advent 
personality 
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Casey Carlson 
Youth, Children, & Family Minister 
 
If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross daily 
and follow me. For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake will save it. Luke 9:23-25 
 
These verses have been present in my heart and 
mind lately as I have prepared for Advent’s 
Houseboat trip to Lake Shasta, as well as my 
trip to Rwanda with the Sierra Pacific Synod 
Youth Committee (SPSYC). I think that God 
has used them in my life recently to keep me 
focused on what I am doing as Youth, Children, 
& Family Minister here at Advent, as well as to 
keep me centered as I prepare for such a big trip 
to Africa. When preparing for such important 
events, it is easy to get bogged down by 
stressors, anxiety, and fears. These verses from 
Luke have kept me thinking about who I am, 
who I desire to be, and who God is calling me to 
be. 
 
These verses are frightening. These words from 
Jesus are not the comforting words we normally 
refer to when thinking about what it means to be 
a person of faith. However, I do not think that 
Jesus meant to be throwing these words around 
as a threat. I do believe that they are meant to 
make clear the risk that comes with being a 
Christ follower. And that’s the difference 
between being a person of faith and being a 
Christ follower. One is not greater than the 
other, but I do believe one aspect, apart from the 
other, is an early stage in one’s faith journey. As 
we grow on our faith journey, our understanding 
of what it means to be a person of faith leads us 
to living the life of a Christ follower. To live the 
life of a Christ follower means living a life of 
risk and embracing the reality of death. But we 
know that the story does not end there because 
the very person of Jesus the Christ has promised  

 
us a life beyond death. Therefore, being a person 
of faith who is a Christ follower lives a life of 
fullness, alive and in touch with God through it 
all. 
 
Who are we if we are not ourselves? Jesus’ 
words lead us to a new perspective about our 
identity and what it means to really be alive. If 
we live our lives based on ourselves as the 
central point, we are left at the mercy of our own 
failures. We are imperfect. We do not know all 
that we wish to understand. We are left striving 
and striving for an unattainable perfection. But 
by the pure grace of God, we are given a new 
perspective, a new way to understand our 
identity and life. With Christ as our central 
point, we are identified as a new creation (2 Cor. 
5:17; Rev. 21:5), we are shown purpose and 
hope for our lives (Luke 6:27-36; Rom. 8:28), 
and we are never alone, even in the face of death 
(Matthew 28:20). Our abilities are no longer 
defined by what we can or cannot do, but by 
what God is calling forth through us. Wow! 
Now this is living life, truly alive!  Our living is 
no longer confined to the limits of our own life 
and death, but completely freed by the life, 
death, and resurrection of Christ. 
 
Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we have been buried with him 
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
so we too might walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been united with him in a death like his, 
we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his…The death [Jesus] died, 
he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, 
he lives to God. So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. Romans 6:3-11 
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by Judith D. 
 
Over the last year, the Church Council has been 
working on an initiative titled Weaving 101. Its 
purpose has been to look at Advent with the 
eyes of a visitor or newcomer and ask, “How 
welcoming is Advent? How inviting?”  
 
The intent is to be a congregation and church 
facility that embraces strangers and has 
procedures in place to help them become part of 
the fabric of Advent. Some of the planned 
changes have happened; others await 
implementation.  
 
The next phase is to find ways to actively invite 
people to Advent in order to grow the Kingdom 
of God and share the Good News of Jesus with 
our neighbors.  There are spiritual aspects to this 
work and specific tasks to make it real for 
others. The planning and initial implementation 
are intended to be short-term projects with a 
target of completion by the beginning of the 
season Advent 2010 – the end of November. 
 
If you are interested in being a part of this 
process or just learning more about it, please 
call or email Sherry to receive details on the 
meeting time and place in September (still to be 
determined). 

 
 

�
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Advent has been especially blessed to have 
several of our members travel to distant lands 
this summer on missions to do good works and 
share God’s message among His people.  We 
will gather on Sunday, August 15, at 11:00 in 
the Berkland Hall to celebrate these missions 
with a potluck brunch with great food and 
interesting conversation. Good stewardship is 
the use of time and talents to further God’s 
work.  
 
There will be conversations with Tom and 
Judith Dunham about the six-week mission in El 
Salvador.  Emma N. and Casey Carlson will 
spotlight the Sierra Pacific Synod Youth 
Committee’s Rwanda mission.  Jackie K. will 
have returned from her mission to Awaso, 
Ghana ready to talk about the training and 
building mission. It will be a wonderful 
opportunity to welcome these travelers back to 
our community and experience first hand what 
collaborative giving can accomplish.   All 
missions during the summer have been part of 
Advent fundraisers and matched giving from 
Thrivent.  The Awaso, Ghana mission was a 
collaborative effort with Advent and Morgan 
Hill’s St. Catherine’s Catholic Church. Check 
out the Ghana mission at the website:  
www.awasohope.org  
 
The Stewardship Committee invites you to 
come and bring a brunch dish to share Sunday, 
August 15, for worship at 9:30 and the potluck 
brunch at 11:00 these missions of bringing the 
Word to the people and the people to the Word. 
 
For further information contact Brad B., 
Stewardship Committee Chair or Virginia M.. 

�

�
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The Church Council recently selected California 
Interfaith Power and Light  as Advent’s 3rd 
Quarter Mission. 
 

Thank you to Peter Walker for this 
summary: The mission of 
California Interfaith Power and 
Light  (CIPL) is to be faithful 
stewards of Creation by responding 
to global warming through the 
promotion of energy conservation, 
energy efficiency and renewable 

energy. This ministry intends to protect the earth’s 
ecosystems, safeguard public health, and ensure 
sufficient, sustainable energy for all. 
  
CIPL is a faith-based organization and stipulates 
that every major spiritual tradition calls on us to be 
faithful stewards of Creation. We have a 
responsibility to protect the earth for our children 
and future generations. Global warming is a crisis 
that has severe environmental, social, moral, 
economic and spiritual consequences. Current 
patterns of climatic warming are affecting the 
poorest in our shared world, affecting crop yields, 
changing rainfall patterns and creating social 
distress and dislocation. CIPL helps educate 
congregations on the theological basis for eco-
stewardship and assists them in implementing 
programs to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions 
and become more energy efficient – therefore 
helping to mitigate the harmful effects of global 
warming. Working together, individuals and 
communities of faith can model to the rest of the 
world how to be the stewards of our precious 
Creation. 
  
The goal of CIPL is to activate California’s 50,000 
congregations by providing them with links and 
referrals to local sources of energy audits, building 
improvements, and solar panel installation. We 
provide information to locate green  energy  sources 
and  compact  fluorescent light bulbs for use in 
congregation’s buildings and member’s homes. We 
help congregational leaders educate their 
membership about environmental stewardship, 
conservation and the effects  of global warming. We  

 
present logical choices that can be made in people’s 
everyday lives to help reduce energy consumption 
and greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Other CIPL Action Teams in the 
Bay Area are working on 
renewable energy and energy 
efficiency, water efficient 
technologies, waste reduction and 
recycling, transportation issues, 
sustainable food practices, and education of both 
clergy and congregations. For more information, go 
to www.interfaithpower.org 
 
Advent is already a member of CIPL and the Sierra 
Pacific Synod Green Teams expect to leverage the 
synergies that exist between ELCA congregations 
and CIPL activities amongst others. Donations to the 
3rd Quarter Mission will go first toward 
implementing stewardship efforts in the areas of 
energy, recycling, and education. 
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The Food of the Month for July is Juice and for 
August is Pasta. However, you can donate other 
nonperishable foods  as well. When you shop, 
pick up two of something, and put one in a bag for 
church. Then leave it by the door or stick it in 
your car so when you are running late for church, 
you haven't forgotten your food bag.  
 
Many people in south county need our help.  This 
a simple way we can make a difference.  
 
If you are interested in helping others find food: 
  -  Make sure they have a picture I.D. 
  -  Call the Food Information Hotline at  
1-800-984-3663.   
 
Give the zip-codes of where the person lives and 
nearby zip-codes. 
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Each week a different Ministry or group at 
Advent Lutheran is recognized both in the 
bulletin and during service.  The members are 
asked to bring the Communion elements to the 
altar along with the offerings for the day and 
receive a thanksgiving prayer and blessing by 
the Pastor.  This recognition came about after 
careful review of the Cottage Meeting survey 
results, particularly question # 18; “I tell stories 
of how this congregation makes a difference in 
the lives of others.”  These ministries and 
groups do make a difference and we wanted to 
share them with you. Here are their stories. 
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Advent has 16 members 
who taught Sunday 
School to our children 
and youth during the 
2009 – 2010 school 

year.  They are in the classroom each Sunday 
from September until June.  It is a commitment 
that isn’t taken lightly and these individuals 
should be applauded for their dedication.  As 
promised in the June 6th bulletin, here are their 
names. 

Godly Play 
Nancy S., Jill C., Pete M., Kevin G., Marianne 
G., Sherry Q., Carrie F., Liz M. and Gina W.. 

Grades 3 – 5 
Zoe S. and Ellie Q. 

Grades 6 – 8 
Dave J. and Jill D. 
 

 

 

Grades 9 – 12 
Peter W., Matt L. and Sean R. 
 
If you would like to find out more about Sunday 
School, please contact Casey Carlson, Children, 
Youth and Family Minister at 408-761-6673. 
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The following 
students graduated 
from high school 
or college this 
year.  We give 

thanks to God for the gifts they bring into the 
world and applaud their perseverance. 

High School Graduates 
Shante C. 
Karen M. 
Logan R. 
Alana B. 
Kiley G. 

College and University Graduates 
Chelsea C. 
Megan H. 
Stacey R. 
 
 

 ����$���$����&����������������	�
 
Men’s Fellowship meets Saturday mornings at 
7:30 for breakfast and 8:00 to 9:00 for bible 
study.  Studies many times include the Sunday 
scripture readings from our worship services. 
Recently the group has been studying Action in 
Contemplation by Richard Rohr and the 
writings of Eckhart Tolle.  The number varies 
but there are usually six members in attendance 
each week.  For more information on this 
ministry contact Jim C.  or Tom D.. 
 



   11                                                  Advent Adventures  
 

 ����$'��$����&����������
 
A church greeter is the 
first person people see 
when visiting a church.  
The greeter welcomes 
regular members and 
visitors with a smile, hug 

or handshake as they arrive at the doors and may 
assist the ushers in their duties as well.  Church 
greeters should be able to direct the flow of 
traffic inside the church and offer assistance and 
directions to newcomers.  They also provide 
flyers and brochures for church ministries to 
anyone showing an interest in joining and 
should obtain whatever information they can 
from visitors to give to the proper ministries.  
Families with children should be made aware of 
services available for their children during 
worship.  All late worshipers should be quietly 
escorted through the side doors; the double 
doors are closed once the pastor begins the 
service.  If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Linda L.. 
 
�
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Advent is fortunate to have a group of talented 
people known as Gather Musicians.  They 

provide background music for the choirs, music 
during the service and communion.  This group 
performs at both services and some of the 
members are also in the band for CMT.  
Rehearsals are Saturday mornings or before 
choir rehearsal on Thursday evenings.  If you are 
musically inclined, talk with one of the 
members of the band after worship. 
 

�

�������
�� ������ ���
���� )���*� &�
 ��������$����
 
Did you know that over 3,000 
campers have participated in  
Christian Music Theatre during  
our first twelve seasons? 
 
Christian Music Theatre (CMT) is a six-day 
Musical Theatre Day Camp for children entering 
kindergarten through 9th grade.  Children of all 
faiths are invited to participate.  CMT uses the 
performing arts to cultivate respect for others, to 
communicate human values, to increase concern 
for our planet and to grow in our relationship 
with God.  Each child is involved in drama, 
music, choreographed movement and art.  The 
week culminates with a performance of a full 
length musical and every child is in the 
performance! 
 
CMT began at Advent Lutheran church under 
the direction of Marc Northcott in 1989.  The 
first production was held in the old sanctuary 
with a cast of 40 children.  The program 
doubled the next year and continues to grow 
today.  Currently CMT offers four different full-
length original musicals every summer.  Our 
playwright, Karen Salveson, began the program 
with Marc in Palo Alto twenty-six years ago.  
She has written fourteen shows that we use in 
rotation. 
 
An important aspect of CMT is to give 
meaningful employment to high school and 
college aged youth.  We are employing thirty-
two counselors this summer.  Counselors learn 
to become teachers as they guide their group 
members in rehearsals and play. 
 
For more information on CMT and how to 
involve your child, please contact Marc 
Northcott at 408-779-3551. 
 

�
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Our church library is looked 
after by two of our members, 
Janet K. and JoAnn B..  Janet 
is in charge of cataloguing the 
books and assigning them 
numbers and  JoAnn adds 

covers, labels and book cards for checkout.  
There is no budget for this ministry so 
acquisition of books is through donations.  
Many of the books have been donated by 
members of Advent and are available for check 
out in the library or from the wooden display 
case in the narthex.  
 
Books don’t have to be religious in nature but 
must be church appropriate and in good 
condition.  Think of it this way…Would I give 
this book to a friend of mine?  If the book is not 
deemed church appropriate it will be donated to 
the Morgan Hill library or some other 
organization that will receive it.  Donations of 
books, hardcover or soft cover are always 
welcome, as are monetary donations for the 
purchase of a book or books.  You may also 
make a donation in honor or memory of a loved 
one or donate funds for specific books or types 
of books.   
 
To make a donation please contact Janet K., 
JoAnn B.or call the church office at 408-779-
3551. 
 

���
�������&� ����$���$����
 
For the past six or seven years, 
Food To Go has been the ministry 
of the M. family.  Brown bag 
lunches are available to anyone who 
comes to the church in need  of  

food.  This  is   another  ministry that has no  
budget and is funded through  the  generosity  of   
 
 

 
Pete and Masuyo M..  The lunch bag count is 
checked each Sunday and when needed, Masuyo 
fills new bags with nonperishable items such as 
peanut butter and crackers, juice, raisins, 
applesauce, a spoon and napkin and delivers 
them to the church.  Daughters Karen and Elena 
have also been known to help fill bags.  
 
On average this ministry provides lunches to 3 
to 4 needy people per week.  Any assistance 
either through shopping or maintaining the 
number of lunches available at the church office 
would be appreciated.  Maybe when you’re at 
the store, pick up a few items mentioned above 
and drop them off before or after worship.  Or 
call Pete and Masuyo to offer your help.  
 
On the inside of the tri-fold brochure used at the 
Cottage Meetings last year were all of the 
ministries at Advent.  When members were 
asked to open the brochures, most were 
astounded at the scope of what is offered at 
Advent.  We literally can and will celebrate a 
different ministry each week for an entire year.  
We hope you have enjoyed learning a little more 
about what Advent Is and Does and the next 
time someone asks you, “What does your church 
do to make a difference in the lives of others?” 
you can say “Let me tell about my church, 
Advent Lutheran, and the wonderful things were 
are doing here.”  You’ll have a great story to 
tell. 
 
Your gifts and participation make a 
difference ! 
 
From Your Stewardship Committee 
 

�
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An important part of a process, which was started 
before I began serving as bishop, has come to 
fruition.  During the development of the Synod 
Profile in 2007 and 2008, a number of themes 
began to emerge about how people related to "the 
Synod."  The primary theme seemed to be that of 
feeling disconnected, not only from the Office of 
the Bishop, but also from one another. It was 
important that we find a way to address this 
concern. 
  
To that end, a Transition Team has been working 
to locate the Office of the Bishop in three locales 
that we believe will better support the wide 
variety of ministries in our synod.  This team has 
worked under the leadership of Bishop's Associate 
Pr. Nancy F. Nelson, along with the very capable 
help of two amazing volunteers, Jack Pease (Holy 
Shepherd, Orinda) and Art Fabsits (Resurrection, 
Granite Bay).  Their work, and the work of many 
others, has brought us to a new and exciting 
juncture for our ministry. 
  
On June 24th, the Synod Office in Oakland was 
emptied of its contents, then moved to 
Sacramento, to San Francisco, and to Fresno.  
From these new locations, the ministry of the 
Sierra Pacific Synod will be offered in a manner 
that reflects a new approach to our shared 
ministry.  Representing the Office of the Bishop 
for the whole synod, deployed staff persons will 
work to serve the congregations, leaders, rostered 
leaders and other ministries in northern California 
and northern Nevada.   
  
We hope this will enhance our ability to connect 
and work with local ministries and that they will 
benefit from having synod staff and resources 
closer at hand.  We also believe it will help synod 
staff to be more vitally connected to, aware of and 
affected by the wide variety of ministries we 
serve.  Here is a brief sketch of how the synod's 
ministry will "look:" 
  

 
 
The Office of the Bishop -Sacramento 
Opening June 28, 2010, temporarily located at 
Calvary Lutheran Church   
515 L Street, Rio Linda, CA 95673 
  
The Rev. Mark W. Holmerud,  
   Bishop 
Laureen Sullivan, 
   Director of Synod Operations 
Karen Idler, 
   Executive Assistant 
An as yet to be called  
   Assistant to the Bishop  
An as yet to be hired  
   part-time bookkeeper 
   
The Office of the Bishop - Bay Area 
(facility being remodeled - open later this 
summer) located at the 
Urban Life Center  
St. Mark's Lutheran Church  
1031 Franklin Street, San Francisco, CA 94109 
  
The Rev. Nancy F. Nelson,   
     Bishop's Associate   
 The Rev. Harvey Blomberg,  
    Director for Evangelical Mission  
 An as yet to be called  
    Assistant to the Bishop 
 An as yet to be hired  
    part-time support staff person 
   
The Office of the Bishop - Fresno 
(facility being remodeled - open later this 
summer) located at the 
Lutheran Campus Ministry  
Fresno State University 
2311 E. Shaw, Fresno, CA 93710   
  
The Rev. James Goldsmith, 
   Director for Mission Support and     
   Assistant to the Bishop  
An as yet to be hired                    
    part-time support staff person 
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A new phone system, will allow you to continue 
to use the Synod's 510-430-0500 and 800-275-
3522 phone numbers to reach synod staff or 
leave messages for us. 
  
The mailing address for Synod mail, effective 
June 25, 2010, is: 
     P.O. Box 276648 
     Sacramento, CA 95827-6648 
  
Mail intended for specific staff persons may be 
sent to their primary office or to the above 
address. 
  
With changes in office locations also comes 
some staffing changes.  We took time at the 
Synod Assembly to thank and acknowledge the 
service of Administrative Assistants Barbara 
Nelson and Kanika Brown, and to lift up and 
give thanks for the 19 years of service Mary 
Brown has offered the Synod as Bookkeeper.  
We pray God's blessings on all of them as we 
bid farewell and Godspeed to these trusted 
servants of Christ who have made a difference 
in our life together.   Notes and cards expressing 
your thanks for their work among us would be 
appreciated, I am sure.  
  
Please keep the synod staff, and all those who 
will be involved with the upcoming move, in 
your prayers.  For now, I pray that as we live 
into this new hope of being "synod" - a word 
which literally means "a way together" - we will 
discover blessings in the midst of challenges, 
new opportunities through the changes that are 
coming, and Jesus, fully in our midst as we seek 
to be the love, forgiveness, healing, and hope of 
Christ for the world. 
  
God's Peace, 
Bishop Mark 
.  
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2010 SUMMER BIBLE STUDY 
MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE, 

ADVENT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

“PRAY ALWAYS” 
 
Session 2:  Waiting with Patience and Hope 
Wednesday, 07/14 - will meet in the home of JoAnn 
B..  at 10:00AM for Fellowship and Refreshments; 
Bible Study begins at 10:30 AM. 
 
Session 3:  Power 
Wednesday, 08/11 – meets in the Berkland 
Fellowship Hall at 10:00AM for  Fellowship and 
Refreshments.  Bible Study is from 10:30AM until 
12:00PM.   Our Summer Potluck Salad Luncheon 
will be at the conclusion of the “Pray Always” 
study. 
 
Feel free to join us as we explore three aspects of 
prayer.   

(1) Learning about what Jesus and the early 
evangelists thought and taught about being 
persistent in prayer.   

(2) We will look at passages in the Old and 
New Testaments exploring the relationship 
between prayer and waiting.   

(3) We will seek to understand the power of 
prayer to change us and perhaps our 
circumstances as well.   

The goal of this study is to deepen our relationships 
with God, one another and ourselves by attending to 
the word and will of God for our lives and our 
world.  
 

Our study material is taken from the Lutheran 
Woman Today magazine.  Contact  Sheila W. for 
information and materials. 
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In many communities, Lutherans are being 
increasingly graced by the opportunity of having 
relatively unchurched or even unbaptized adults 
drawn into their lives of faith and worship. 
Congregations and leaders often rush to share 
the sacrament with the seeker but often leave the 
seeker without time to prepare for such a life 
changing gift. Rediscovery of the early church's 
process of the Catechumenate gives the church 
in our own time some valuable tools for this 
preparation. 
 
The catechumenate is an institutional process 
for "making a Christian," that is, learning how to 
be a Christian (from  the Greek, kata, meaning 
"according to" or "against" or "down," and the 
verb echo, meaning "sound." The catechumen is 
the one who receives the "sounding down," or 
oral instruction). Those in the catechumenate 
are, in effect, apprentice Christians. They are 
called catechumens and what they are subjected 
to is catechesis. In a real sense the process can 
also be termed a Journey with Christ or a 
Journey of Faith. The process steps are: 
 
Evangelization -> Catechesis -> Baptismal Living 
                         ^ 
Baptism or  
Affirmation of baptism 
 
Several Lutheran churches in the Bay Area have 
adopted a model that is lay led and hence helps 
to involve a wider group within the 
congregation in “making new Christians”. A 
small definition group is being established under 
Council guidance to examine and define a 
possible approach to the adoption of the 
Catechumenate process at Advent. The adoption 
could also augment or replace some existing 
processes. 
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The Council recently 
examined the means 
by which the Advent 
family reaches out in 
Evangelism. Several 
themes emerged: 
 

·  How do we learn to /take steps to 
personally invite 

·  How can we be better, authentic 
witnesses 

·  How can Advent be a blessing to the 
community 

·  Do we/should we “market” in more 
intentional ways 

·  How do we convey who we are? 
·  How do we reach or create social 

groups? 
·  How do we reach people through virtual 

means? (web etc) 
 
These topics will be taken up over the coming 
months with a view to bring some best practices 
to light. If you have a passion or talent on these 
topics please get in touch with Brad Bannister. 

 
�

�

������

�����
�������
����
�
���������	�
�

�
����

��������
��
��	�������%!��
 
Share fellowship, fun and prayer with other 
young adults while taking on some white water! 
Details are being developed. Contact Casey 
Carlson if you’re interested 
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Baptism:  

 
Quinn Dawn H. 
Sunday, June 13 
Parents are Michelle D. and Linda H. 
Sponsors are Anne H. and Paige P. 
 
Funerals: 
 

May 29  Chad Cl. 
June 5 Anthony M. 
June 12 Lyle S. 
 

�
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We continue to enjoy our Food n' Fellowship time 
together during the summer months and we will 
end the summer with the combined groups of 
"Foodies n' Diners" getting together at The House 
of Lee for our Annual Summer Party.  We invite 
everyone in the congregation who enjoys eating 
and visiting with one another to come and 
celebrate the end of summer at a  "Chinese Take 
Out" at The House of Lee on Sunday, August 29th 
after church at 1:00 p.m.  The cost will be 
determined at a later date and will be posted in the 
Sunday Bulletin.  So please mark your calendar 
for a truly wonderful time.......full of good Food 
and Fellowship. 
 

Nancy L., Coordinator 

�

����������������
A Brief Recap of Advent’s Church Council 

Meetings 
June 29, 2010 

 
At the June 29 meeting, the Church Council 
discussed the budget report in detail, which shows 
a shortfall of $4,000 in General Fund giving 
versus pledges over the year, and a shortfall of 
$4,000 just for June in the Building/Mortgage 
Fund verses pledges, for around $15,000 short for 
the year. General Fund cash flow is slightly 
positive for the year.  
 
The Council has assessed that there is a need to 
update the front offices to address safety concerns, 
match current facility use, and be more 
welcoming. A committee has been meeting to 
plan the project, and the proposed budget will be 
presented to Council at a later meeting.   
 
At the spring retreat, the Council identified two 
needs that have been named the Welcome Mat and 
Faith Journeys, focused on inviting and 
welcoming, then accompanying people as they 
journey with Christ in their lives. A meeting is set 
for September 18 from 9-11 am, and a letter of 
invitation to participate will be sent to all Advent 
members and friends.   
 
Offer letters will be sent to three part-time 
accompanists recommended by the search team, 
to allow Ruth Winter to decrease to half-time.  
 
As directed at the January Congregational 
Meeting, the Council reviewed Advent’s budget 
and financial situation and determined that staff 
bonuses will not be awarded at this time. 

   
If you would like a copy of the full meeting 
minutes, you may request them following their 
approval by Council. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judith D. 
Council Secretary 
 



   17                                                  Advent Adventures  
 

���
���
���	

����
�
��
�����
Each person or household who contributes to 
Advent receives a financial update with your 
statement of giving that is sent by mail each 
quarter. This is the most accurate financial 
reporting available, as it includes all gifts 
received, including those received through Simply 
Giving.  

If you would like more frequent, monthly 
financial updates by email, please send a request 
to office@advent-lutheran.org. If you would like 
monthly financial updates but do not use email, 
please call the church office at 779-5815 with that 
request. 

�

����
���-�����
����	

����
At the end of May, the building/mortgage fund 
donations are $11,596 below the expected 
pledges.  We encourage you to help us fill this 
shortfall with your pledges and additional 
donations. 
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July 2010   
�

Communion Bread   -   Rosemary P. 
 

07/04  -  Marilyn L., Green  - Lectionary 6                
07/11  -  Dottie E., Green -  Lectionary 7 
07/18  -  Sharon R., Green  - Lectionary 8 
07/25  -  Green - Lectionary 9, (Note: Acolyte 
robes cleaned)       
�
August 2010   
�

Communion Bread   -  Betty A. 
 
08/01  -  JoAnn B., Green  - Lectionary 10                
08/08  -  John B., Green -  Lectionary 11 
08/15  -  Dottie E., Green - Lectionary 12 
08/22  -  Green - Lectionary 13 
08/29  -  Green - Lectionary 14 

�
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Please bring your aluminum cans, plastic, and 
glass bottles to Advent for recycling! 

There are three black, plastic bins in the gated 
area outside, next to the preschool and kitchen.  
Please drop them off in those bins or beside 
them if the bins happen to be full. 

Youth and parents will pick these recyclable 
items up on the 1st Monday of the month, as 
well as the 3rd and 4th Saturdays of the month to 
bring them in for cash.   

All money raised will go towards Advent Youth 
Group’s general fund or will be used for 
scholarships. 

If you are interested in helping out with this 
project, please speak with Matt G. or Casey 
Carlson.  

Thank you for your support!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   18                                                  Advent Adventures  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July  1 - 10  
 
Thu Deut 32:15-27, 39-43 God’s anger like a fire 
Fri  Galatians 4:8-20 Paul reproves the hearers 
Sat Psalm 140 Prayer for protection 
Sun Isaiah 66:10-14 Jerusalem, a nursing mother 
 Psalm 66:1-9 God holds our souls in life 
 Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16 Do what is right now 
 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 Jesus sends out seventy  
  disciples 
Mon Jeremiah 6:10-19 Call to faithfulness 
Tues Jeremiah 8:4-13 Call to faithfulness 
Wed Luke 9:1-6 The mission of the Twelve 
Thu Joshua 23:1-16 Joshua urges faithfulness 
Fri  Acts 19:21-41 A riot from Paul’s preaching 
Sat Psalm 119:73-80 Living in faithfulness 
 
 
July  11 - 17 
 
Sun Deut 30:9-14 The LORD delights in your  
  fruitfulness 
 Psalm 25:1-10 Show me your ways 
 Colossians 1:1-14 The gospel is bearing fruit 
 Luke 10:25-37 The parable of the merciful  
  Samaritan 
Mon Genesis 41:14-36 Joseph’s plan to feed Egypt 
Tues Genesis 41:37-49 God saves Egypt from  
  starvation 
Wed John 3:16-21 God’s Son saves the world 
Thu Leviticus 19:1-4, 32-37 Mercy to the alien 
Fri  James 2:14-26 Faith produces good works 
Sat Psalm 25 Teach me your paths 
 
 
July  18 - 24 
 
Sun Genesis 18:1-10a The hospitality of Abraham and  
  Sarah 
 Psalm 15 (1) Leading a blameless life 
 Colossians 1:15-28 A hymn to Christ 
 Luke 10:38-42 Choosing the better part 
Mon Exodus 18:1-12 Jethro’s family eats before God 
Tues Proverbs 9:1-18 The wise and the foolish women 
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July  18 – 24  (cont) 
 

 
Wed Luke 8:4-10 Jesus speaks in parables 
Thu Deuteronomy 12:1-12 The promise to eat before God 
Fri  Colossians 1:27-2:7 To know Christ 
Sat Psalm 119:97-104 God’s word like honey 
 
 
July  25 – 31  
 
Sun Genesis 18:20-32 Abraham bargains with God 
 Psalm 138 (8) Your love endures forever 
 Colossians 2:6-15  
 (16-19) Buried with Christ in baptism 
 Luke 11:1-13 Jesus teaches prayer 
Mon Esther 3:7-15 Haman’s plot to kill the Jews 
Tues Esther 7:1-10 Esther’s plea saves the Jews 
Wed Luke 8:22-25 Disciples pray for safety 
Thu Job 22:21-23:17 Eliphaz and Job argue about  
   prayer 
Fri  Colossians 2:16-3:1 About false regulations 
Sat Psalm 55:16-23 Cast your burden on God 
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Source:  Between Sundays:  Daily Bible 
Readings Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary;  Gail Ramshaw, 1997. 

August 1 - 7  
 
Sun Eccles. 1:2, 12-14, 
 2:18-23 Search out wisdom 
 Psalm 49:1-12 The folly of trust in riches 
 Colossians 3:1-11 Clothed in Christ 
 Luke 12: 13-21 Be rich toward God, your  
  treasure  
Mon Eccles. 2:1-17 The fool accumulates wealth 
Tues Eccles. 3:16-4:8 Death comes to all 
Wed Luke 12:22-31 Trust in God 
Thu Eccles. 12:1-8, 13-14 Remember God 
Fri  Colossians 3:18-4:5 A beautiful code 
Sat Psalm 127 The faithful life, the righteous 
   life 
 
 
August  8 - 14 
 
Sun Genesis 15:1-6 God’s promise of a child  
 Psalm 33:12-22 Let your loving kindness be  
  upon us 
 Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16 Abraham’s faith in a home 
   given by God 
 Luke 12:32-40 The treasure of the kingdom  
Mon 2 Chron. 33:1-17 Mannaseh returns to God 
Tues 2 Chron. 34:22-33 Huldah preaches the covenant  
Wed Luke 12:41-48 A parable of the slaves 
Thu Jeremiah 33:14-26 God remembers the covenant  
  with David 
Fri  Hebrews 11:1-7,17-28 The ancestors’ faith 
Sat Psalm 89:1-18 God’s covenant with David 
 
 
August  15 - 21 
 
Sun Jeremiah 23:23-29 God’s word is like fire  
 Psalm 82 O God, rule the earth 
 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 The faith of the Hebrew people 
 Luke 12:49-56 Jesus brings fire on earth 
Mon 1 Samuel 5:1-12 The Philistines punished with  
  plague 
Tues 1 Samuel 6:1-16 The Philistines atone for  
  sacrilege 
Wed Luke 19:45-48 Jesus cleanses the temple 
Thu Joshua 7:1, 10-26 Achan punished for  
  disobedience 
Fri  Hebrews 10:26-39 God’s judgement 
Sat Psalm 32 Prayer for forgiveness 

 

August  22 – 28 
 
Sun Isaiah 59:9b-14 Do not trample the sabbath 
 Psalm 103:1-8 Crowned with mercy and 
   loving kindness 
 Hebrews 12:18-29  Coming to the city of the  
  living God 
 Luke 13:10-17 Jesus heals on the sabbath 
Mon Nehemiah 13:15-22 Nehemiah enforces Sabbath 
    law 
Tues Exekiel 20:1-17 The people profaned the 
    sabbath 
Wed Luke 6:1-11 Jesus heals on the sabbath 
Thu Acts 17:1-9 Paul preaches Christ on the  
   sabbath  
Fri  Hebrews 12:3-17 Call for endurance 
Sat Psalm 109:21-31 Praise for healing 
 
 
August  29 – 31  
 
Sun Proverbs 25:6-7 Do not put yourself forward 
 Psalm 112 The righteous are merciful 
 Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16 God is with us 
 Luke 14:1,7-14 Invite the poor to your banquet 
Mon Isaiah 2:5-17 God condemns the proud 
Tues Isaiah 57:14-21 God blesses the humble 
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“MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE” 
 

 ADVENT WOMEN'S 
BIBLE STUDY 

 
 

 
 

“Pray Always” 
from Lutheran Women Today 

 

“Waiting with Patience and Hope” 
Study Text: Luke 18:1-8 

 
Wednesday, July 14, 2010 
At JoAnn Briese’s home 

 

“Power” 
Wednesday, August 11, 2010 

Potluck luncheon follows study 
 

Fellowship: 10:00 AM 
Bible study: 10:30 AM 

 

 

All women are invited!  
 Please join us, and bring a guest! 

 


